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CARTOON PLATES FOR SALE 





Church Management uses the car- 
toon service of the Religious News 
Service. Plates, after their use, are 
available to our readers at $1. There is 


but one plate of each cartoon available 


so first come, first served. Remittance 
must accompany order. Many cartoons 
from back issues are also available. 


Inquire about any you have in mind. 
Church Management, 1900 Euclid Ave- 
nue, Cleveland, Ohio. 








CHRISTMAS CALENDAR CARDS 





Send for free sample of unique 
Christmas Calendar Card for pastors to 
send to church members. Two cents 
each in quantities. Lance A. Mantle, 
P. O. Box 307, Vincennes, Indiana. 








CHURCH PRINTING SAMPLES 





Send stamps for postage and we shall 
be glad to send you samples of bulle- 
tins, cards, programs, etc., used by 
churches and ministers which have 
come to us. Church Management, 1900 
Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio. 








DRAMAS 





Three Men in a Boat. A play of in- 
terfaith brotherhood. Helps build un- 
derstanding between Jews, Catholics 
and Protestants. Get one jump ahead 
of the “crusade of hatred’ which is 
scheduled for America. Five charac- 
ters. Five copies, sufficient for the 
entire cast, 50c. Church Management, 
1900 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio. 








DUPLICATOR SUPPLIES 





Wanted—A minister in every locality 
to sell our duplicators, stencils, inks, 
typewriter ribbons, etc. Big discounts. 
Write for dealers’ prices. Centype 
Manufacturing Company, 145 N. Broad- 
way, Wichita, Kansas. 








HYMNALS REBOUND 





More and more churches are saving’ 
money by having their worn hymnals 
rebound by the Educational Bindery, 
1126 South Boulevard, Evanston, IIli- 
nois. Your sample book bound free. 








MONEY RAISING PLAN 


When you want to raise money for a 
good cause be sure to write for full par- 
ticulars on fast selling “How to Plan 
Your Will” sets which sell on sight for 
$1.00. One hundred per cent profit item. 
Hemsch Publishing Company, 123 Wa- 
verly Place, New York City. Dept. C. 


OFFICE MACHINES 


Typewriters. Office Machines save 
up to half on Duplicators, Addressing 
Machines, Adding Machines, Letter 
Folders, Envelope Sealers. Pruitt, 15 
Pruitt Building, Chicago. 











PASTORAL HELPS 


Symphonic Sermons—‘“Music Blended 
Messages,” first series of four, includ- 
ing specimen in November Church 
Management, available in _ loose-leaf, 
convenient form. Scriptural, substan- 
tial, beautiful. Address Clergy-Aids 
Service, Box 578, Eagle River, Wiscon- 
sin. 











PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 





Religious educator and young peo- 
ple’s worker, fifteen years experience, 
six years in present position. Degrees: 
Boston University and Harvard. Sal- 
ary secondary to opportunity to serve. 
Box 674, Church Management, 1900 
Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio. 


Pastorate desired by young minister. 
Business, sales background; college; 
three years evangelist, 242 pastor. Mu- 
sician. Married. Salary secondary, 
now employed. Address Box 40, Church 
Management, 1900 Euclid Avenue, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Methodist minister in desirable Flor- 
ida church interested in exchange with 
minister in northeast or northcentral 
jurisdictions. Address Box 17, Church 
Management. 1900 Euclid Avenue, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 








SACRAMENTAL SUPPLIES 


Altar and sacramental linens, hand- 


hemstitched and embroidered. The 
Church Needleguild, Miss L. Matzat, 
Supervisor, 57-12 66th Street, Mas- 


peth, Long Island. New York. 








SCRIPTURE TEXT CALENDARS 


Seven Little Scripture Text Calen- 
dars, 30 cents per packet, $9.00 for 100 
packets. Personalized Gift Calendars 
for pastors and Christian workers, 
size 63x34, with envelopes, $3.50 per 
100. $9.25 for 300. Two lines scripture 
text, four lines for greeting, name, 
church and town. Religious items manu- 
facturer. Charles E. Wilkinson, 654 
Jackson Avenue, Ardsley, Pennsylvania. 








WEDDING BOOKS, CERTIFICATES 





with distinction and 
variety. Price range. 
Original designs. Send card for cata- 
log and Introductory Offers. Para- 
gon Publishing Company, 238 Tahoma 
Road, Lexington, Kentucky. 
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Selected Short Sermons 
By Earl Riney 











An idea is the first stepping-stone 
to a reality. 

* % * 

Appreciation goes a long way in 
keeping romance alive in the home. 
* * * 

When the world is at its worst, 
Christians must be at their best. 

a ok * 

Often we think people are selfish 
who will not do what we want them 
to do. 

tek eed 

The future is but an extension of 
the present; therefore make the pres- 
ent what you desire the future to be. 

* * * 

The heart of education is the educa- 
tion of the heart. 

x *« * 

Some young men will go farther if 
they start life with an alarm clock 
rather than with an auto. 

* *« * 

Too many are content to preach the 
redeeming word without doing the 
redeeming deed. 

i 

Our prayers must mean something 

to us if they mean anything to God. 


* * * 


Do not try to imitate those who earn 
more than you do. 

x * * 

When you feel moved to do anything 
that is good, do it for that impulse 
may be God’s inner call. 

7 oe * 

Most men go to church because they 
want to hear something fresh about 
God. 

* * * 
Life’s greatest gift—a year of time. 
* * * 

The stars still point the way for the 
wise men. 

* * * 

We all need the Christmas song in 
our hearts; why not tune in. 

Unchurched people do not blame 
members for following Christ, they 
blame them for not succeeding. 

ad * x 

The father of success is work, the 

mother of success is ambition. 


* * * 


If we could learn to take a good 
look at ourselves, with our humor at 
its best, we might save ourselves a lot 
of despair. 
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1942 MARTHA T ARBELL, PH. D., LITT. D. 1942 


Dr. Stuart Nye Hutchinson says: “The best book of its kind on the 
International Lessons.” 

Dr. Charles R. Erdman says: “My congratulations upon the great 
service the author is rendering the entire Christian Church.” 

Dr. Gaius Glenn Atkins says: ‘Far better in this field than many 
books of illustration published especially for the use of ministers.” 

Dr. Ralph W. Sockman says: “Masterly ...I am always impressed 
with the systematic workmanship.” 

Dr. William L. Stidger says: “A gold mine of a book—a real con- 
tribution to preachers.” $2.00 postpaid 


CURRENT RELIGIOUS 
THOUGHT—A DIGEST 
by Charles S. Macfarland, D. D. 
A digest of current religious litera- 
ture for the minister or layman 
whose time precludes the reading of 
many books but who wishes to keep 
abreast of current thought and ten- 
dencies. $1.50 postpaid 


JUNIOR MAGIC 

SERMON-TALKS 

by Jacob J. Sessler, Ph. D. 
Covers a wide variety of religious 
and moral truths, each of which is 
illustrated by a bit of magic which : > 
the teacher can easily perform. Es- OF ( HRIST 
pecially adapted to the minds of jun- m an amazing historical novel 


iors, through a marvel of surprising I, NATHANAEL KNEW 
illusion. $1.25 postpaid JESUS 
THE VOICE OF THE |... PY va" Tassell Sutphen 
DEVIL Even the proofreader was moved to 
write of his enjoyment of this en- 
by G. Campbell Morgan tirely new conception. An authori- 
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GOD’S PURPOSE IN 
THIS AGE 
“QUIZ 
GAME” 


by John H. McComb, D. D. 
2 VOLUMES 


A tonic for the present hour in world 
history, which seeks to foster faith 

Each $1.00 
Postpaid 








AN AUTHORITATIVE LIFE 


and banish doubt and indifference to 
the things of God. $1.00 postpaid 


CHRIST IS GOD 
by Archibald Rutledge 


“Archibald Rutledge writes as one 
whose Christian faith is simple and 
serene. His conclusion is the beau- 
tiful and perfect answer to the 
hearts eternal cry.”—Christian Ob- 
server. 75¢ postpaid 
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by Florence 
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Appeals to Young People’s Societies, 
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ID you ever feel the thrill a pastor experiences 

when his church is moving ahead rapidly, 
money is pouring into the treasury, church 
packed at every meeting, and a nice crowd out at 
the mid-week service? 

Do you know that if you are going to be a suc- 
cess as a church manager you must take advantage 
of modern church methods? Are you aware of the 
fact that nearly all progressive ministers publish 
parish papers? 

A parish paper competes with the movies, the 
automobile, the Sunday newspaper, with golf, and 
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beats them decisively. A parish paper fills empty 
pews and keeps them filled. 

Instead of sitting still and waiting and hoping 
that enthusiasm will grip the hearts of the mem- 
bers, why not take the initiative, step out and 
resolve that your church must go forward? 

The first step is to establish a parish paper, and 
if you want the biggest value for your money, use 
our service. We are the originators of the parish 
paper idea. We _ standardize —mass_ production 
makes it possible for us to give you a better parish 
paper at a lower price. 


STANDARDIZED PARISH PAPER SERVICE 


H UNDREDS of churches in every State in the Union and Canada now use our co-operative service, 
and all testify that a parish paper is the best means of building up a.church and helping the pastor 


in every line of duty. 








A PARISH PAPER 


INCREASES ATTENDANCE 
MAKES PASTORAL CALLS 
KEEPS THE COMMUNITY INFORMED 
VISITS THE SICK AND INFIRM 
CONQUERS INDIFFERENCE 
ENCOURAGES CHURCH WORK 
AIDS CHURCH FINANCES 




















Send Coupon for Free Samples 
and Full Particulars 
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PRESENTATION IS NOW 
BEGINNING AT RADIO CITY 
MUSIC HALL, and Theatres Everywhere 


FREDRIC MARCH « MARTHA SCOTT 


IN THE WARNER BROS. PRODUCTION 


“One Foot In Heaven” 


with BEULAH BONDI « GENE LOCKHART + ELISABETH FRASER » HARRY DAVENPORT 
LAURA HOPE CREWS «+ GRANT MITCHELL « Directed by IRVING RAPPER 


Screen Play by Casey Robinson * From the Book by Hartzell Spence * Music by Max Steiner 
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What Shall We Do With the 


Money? 
A Second Editorial 


HIS supplements the leading editorial of 
"Tiast month. Much water has gone under 

the dam since then. The national defense 
program has been stepped up. Material pri- 
orities are being applied. Churches know that 
there is money but, at the same time, it is diffi- 
cult to build. A few lines from a letter from 
the Office of Production Management gives the 
attitude of the government. 

“While the OPM does not class church construc- 
tion as non-essential, nevertheless, in most in- 
stances existing structures can be made to serve 
this emergency. Instances where worship would 
be impossible without some construction would 
constitute special cases and should be referred to 
the Director of Priorities of the Office of Produc- 
tion Management.” 

While certain basic metals such as steel and 
copper are not available, other substitutes may 
be used. As we stated last month there are no 
limitations in the use of wood, stones, brick, 
glass and such materials for church construc- 
tion. 

At the same time we are conscious that many 
churches will want to delay building of new 
churches until after the period of the emer- 
gency. Limitation of: materials together with 
rising costs make them cautious. This edi- 
torial is written, in particular, for these 
churches. 

Now is the time to gather money for the 
new church, even though the building is de- 
layed. Gather funds during the period of in- 
flation. Money is plentiful. Conserve the re- 
sources so that the cash will be available at the 
end of the war. Financially this plan will help 
to curb inflation and will offer employment 
when it will be sorely needed. 

Next, use the present period to study your 
building needs. During the past ten years 
churches have lived on a “hand to mouth” ba- 
sis. It is not easy to convince them that they 





can have a long term program. Wisdom ar- 
gues that no extensive building program should 
be hurried. The proper surveys should be 
made; the necessary background work thor- 
ough. This is a splendid time to build financial 
resources and do this vital preparatory work. 

This technique reverses the one we have been 
using during the depression years. About the 
only thing that would work then was to get a 
picture of a proposed church and then put on 
a “now or never” effort. For many of us the 
“now or never” plan is easier than the sus- 
tained program of building resources, making 
architectural plans and projecting a long term 
program. It requires a more stabilized type of 
local church leadership. 

Most churches which plan extension pro- 
grams can profit from professional leadership. 
Financial consultants who can correctly ap- 
praise the resources of the church and show 
the way to secure the funds are necessary. 
Church building consultants who can add their 
specialized training to the knowledge of the 
local committee and architect should be sought. 

After the war is over, after Hitler has been 
defeated as he will be defeated, there will still 
be churches. The church of Jesus Christ has 
lived through periods more devastating than 
the one in which we find ourselves. The wise 
churches will seek in these days long term 
planning, utilizing the peculiar resources of 
this era. 


Heil Hitler” to “Hail Caesar” 


F all the anti-Nazi propaganda which 
e) has come to our ears we are the least 
worried by the reported plan to de- 
stroy present religions and to replace them by 
Hitler worship. Not that we doubt it is in the 
mind of the mad ruler of Germany. But such 
a plan reaches a point where super-realism 
becomes fantastic. 

We grant to Herr Hitler great qualities of 
leadership and inspiration. We grant that un- 
der his leadership a disheartened nation has 

(Turn to page 58) 
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When the Fighting Is Over 


by Grank H. Ballard of London 


Here is a splendid “leading” article for a Christmas issue. The 

Nazi world can exist only if it has a program of military con- 

quest. Christian democracy looks for an era of constructive 
statesmanship beyond the time of war. 


HE chief topic of conversation for 

two years has been the war and 

when it will end. The next topic of 
conversation has been the peace and 
what sort of world we shall see when the 
fighting is over. On either of these sub- 
jects it may seem foolish to express an 
opinion. We can understand those who 
say that speculations must wait—only 
one thing matters at the moment, the 
winning of the war. 


But if no one thinks beyond the pres- 
ent, victory when it comes will find us 
unprepared. Many things can and must 
wait, but statesmen must be ready for 
all contingencies and religious people 
must know the principles upon which a 
new and more Christian order may be 
built. 

We are not now primarily concerned 
with the problems of statesmanship. 
One may, however, express the hope 
that we shall not be in too great a 
hurry. There is a widespread feeling in 
this country that we shall need time 
when the fighting is over for passions 
to cool. Not only shall we need a pe- 
riod of waiting if sound treaties are to 
be made, but there will be urgent rescue 
work to be done. The hungry will have 
to be fed, the sick to be healed, refugees 
to be restored and the broken machin- 
ery of everyday life to be repaired; all 
this will demand not only the wisdom 
of statesmen but the charity and vision 
of Christian people. 

We must give ourselves time. And 
we must be prepared for important 
changes. To think that we can return 
to pre-war conditions is to be deluded. 
It will be long before all our personal 
liberties are restored. It may sound 
paradoxical, but for the sake of the 
larger freedom of the nations, many of 
us will have to submit to considerable 
restrictions. The rationing of food will 
probably continue for months if not for 
years. There may be more leisure but 
the lessons learned from the mobilizing 
of the man and woman power of the 
nation will not be thrown away. In the 
light of those lessons, problems of un- 
employment will need to be re-exam- 
ined. Whether we like it or not, life 
will be more than ever centralized and 


organized and it will need the greatest 
care, in which religion will have a lead- 
ing part to play, in seeing that the 
individual is not swamped in the 
process. Political parties will doubtless 
reappear but they will appear in new 
forms and every thinking person will 
have to reconsider in the light of new 
circumstances, his party allegiance. We 
are living not only in a period of 
titanic warfare but in an unparalleled 
period of social change and it behooves 
us to keep our minds as supple as pos- 
sible if we are not to be mere nuisances 
in the world that is gradually coming 
to birth. 


If it is difficult for the statesman to 
enunciate a program for the new age, 
it is still more difficult for the religious 
leader. What our churches will be like, 
how much public support they will get, 
what steps will be taken to get beyond 
existing denominations, no one yet can 
say. But we have great Christian prin- 
ciples which will be preached and which 
will need re-thinking in the light of 
new conditions. This will demand the 
corporate efforts of all those who pray 
that God’s will may be done on earth 
as it is done in heaven. There will be 
a special responsibility laid upon Chris- 
tian thinkers and there are many signs 
that they are bracing themselves to one 
of the greatest tasks ever given to the 
church of God. The Pope’s Five Points, 
which have been jointly commended by 
the religious leaders of this country is 
one of the signs. I do not intend to 
expound these points here but I would 
like to call your attention to another 
document which was prepared at Gene- 
va by representatives not only of Brit- 
ish but of European, American and 
Asiatic churches just before the war 
began. Some of us know how great 
are the differences say between the 
Lutherans of Central Europe and prac- 
tical-minded American Christians, yet 
all these representatives united in pre- 
paring a remarkable statement. It is 
impossible for us to consider it as a 
whole but I will read two sentences 
from it. After speaking of the difficul- 
ty of ever expecting that the nations 
would be governed entirely by the spirit 


of love, the document proceeds: 

“But we do believe that, even in the 
hard impersonal world of states, certain 
basic principles can and should be the 
standard of order and conduct. Among 
these principles must be included the 
equal dignity of all men, respect for 
human life, acknowledgement of the 
solidarity for good and evil of all na- 
tions and races of the earth, respect 
for the plighted word and the recogni- 
tion that power of any kind, political or 
economic, must be co-extensive with 
responsibility.” 

It may seem to you that there is 
nothing novel about a statement like 
that. You may even complain that you 
have heard words like these from your 
youth up. It would not surprise any- 
one if thousands of men who have no 
religious faith would at once sign such 
good intentions on the dotted line. At 
first glance, it might sound like a reso- 
lution to which there would be little 
opposition at any rate in this country 
or in the United States. But think 
again, I submit that if those words— 
to say nothing of all the words that 
preceded and followed them in the docu- 
ment—were taken not as fine phrases 
but as serious, constructive principles, 
we should be well on the way to the 
new earth for which we look and pray. 
Let us pause a minute or two over 
some of the phrases. 


The Equal Dignity of All Men 


It is easy to affirm that and believe 
that we accept it and then go and con- 
tradict it in practice. How many of 
us can put our hands on our hearts and 
solemnly affirm that we treat alike the 
man who sweeps a street crossing and 
the man who controls thousands of peo- 
ple and millions of money in a limited 
liability company? Go away to the 
Copper Belt in Africa and inquire if 
you find there the same respect for 
black men and white men. Or go to 
India and see if the sixty million out- 
casts have anything approaching equal 
dignity with the Brahmins. Even in the 
churches of our own country, there is 
commonly quite a different attitude to 
the poor curate from that shown to the 
highly placed ecclesiastic. When we 
affirm the equal dignity of all men we 
must think about all this and _ not 
merely about definite theories of race 
superiority and the resultant treatment 
of Jews and Poles and Slavs of Europe. 
Don’t let us hide behind fine phrases! 
Ask yourself if you have even begun 
to honor all men! 
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Respect for Human Life 

That again sounds splendid. It will 
be praised by most men of liberal 
sympathies. But what does it mean 
when you take it out of the realm of 
pious speech and begin to apply it to 
actual life? It points to the abolition 
of war and the crushing burden of the 
implements of war, for war and re- 
spect for human life go ill together. 
And it points to the elimination of bit- 
ter competition in industry for if you 
respect a man you can’t treat him as 
a mere cog in a machine, you can’t 
use him primarily as an instrument 
for your own profit, you can’t pay him 
the lowest possible wage or offer him 
the least labor possible in a working 
week. There are lots of questions— 
human questions—that present them- 
selves directly you learn to respect 
human life. 

The Solidarity of All Races and Nations 

You can get applause at a _ public 
meeting for sentiments like that. You 
can get a reputation for being an en- 
lightened and progressive person by 
peppering your speech with a sufficient 
number of such sentences. But if you 
take it seriously and work out its im- 
plications you will find a revolutionary 
doctrine and a condemnation of many 
things that have been tolerated even 
by the conscience of professedly Chris- 
tian nations. All smug isolationism 
will go. There will be an end of the 
race for colonies as they have been 
popularly understood—as _ opportuni- 
ties for the enriching of great powers. 
Anyone who thinks the thing through 
honestly will find that he is committed 
not only to a mandate system, not only 
to the sending to backward peoples of 
doctors and nurses and teachers, but 
to an enormous development of the 
missionary enterprise. 

What we are really driven to—and 
the Christian leaders who drew up the 
documents on the eve of the war were 
well aware of the fact—is that a pro- 
gram of human effort is not enough. 
You may make perfect paper schemes 
and still fail to make the new earth 
of our dreams. That is the trouble with 
the idealism of the 19th century and 
the optimism of the opening years of 
this century. It was assumed then that 
men must love the highest when they 
saw it. We know now that men may 
love it a little but they love themselves 
much more. And on that sinful self- 
love so many of our leagues and ideal- 
istic proposals have been wrecked. If 
the Christian preacher had nothing to 
say but that we must try again and 
try until we succeed, I should walk out 
of my pulpit and never return to it. 
What is the use of endless talk about 
the dignity of men and respect for hu- 
man life and the freedom of the in- 











Gifts to Church 


an altar, cross and two candlesticks 
were presented to Grace Lutheran 
Church of Fremont, Ohio at the dedi- 
cation of its new church building on 
Sunday, Oct. 5, 1941, according to 
Lawrence S. Price, pastor. 
The cross and eucharistic 
sticks were designed and handwrought 
under the direction of Horace E. Pot- 
ter, President of Potter and Mellen, 
Inc., of Cleveland, Ohio, one of the na- 
tion’s foremost liturgical artisans. 
Made of solid ebony overlaid with sil- 
ver, the cross and two candlesticks have 
bases pierced with an effective tracery 


f | IHREE memorial gifts consisting of 


candle- 


of silver in Gothic design. 

At the intersection of the arms of 
the cross, there is a medallion of blue 
translucent enamel with a silver Chi 
Rho imposed upon it. The arms of the 
cross end in quatrefoils. Above the base 
of the cross is an ebony orb circled with 
a silver band surrounded with a smaller 
cross, symbolizing the conquest of the 
world by Christianity. 

Each of the three works has a hex- 
agonal base, with the cross being three 
feet tall and the candlesticks each being 
22 inches in height. The silver tracery 
on the cross is transferred to the 
candlesticks in exact proportion. 








dividual if you have nothing more than 
that to proclaim. What is the use of 
protesting about the subordination of 
the individual to the state if man is 
not a child of God? Why should the 
individual not be sacrificed to the good 
of the whole if he is not made in the 
image of God? We have talked at large 
about liberty but what do we mean 
and on what does freedom rest? The 
Apostle hit the nail on the head when 


he said that “Where the Spirit of the 
Lord is there is liberty.” And it is no- 
where else. Liberty is not a thing that 
you can take out of a conjuror’s hat. 
It is the fruit of religion—a religion 
that permeates all our thinking and in- 
spires all our acting. Let the religion 
die—let the love of God grow cold— 
and the freedom will be left like a 
flower cut from its roots. It may flour- 
ish for a while in a vase, but it will 
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die. It has lost the power of renewing 
its youth. What the nations, even the 
nations called Christian have now to 
learn is that idealism is not enough, 
human effort is not enough. We need 
a Gospel equal to the needs of sinful 
natures. Don’t protest that men are 
not worrying about their sins. That is 
Victorian complacency. There is noth- 
ing much else to worry about. Get 
men to face the fact of the sinfulness 
of human nature and their own guilt 
and then to realize that in Jesus Christ 
there is the gift of forgiveness and real 
salvation and we are well on the way 
to new heavens and a new earth. It 
is not enough to ask what we are going 
to do with German youth whose minds 
have been foiled by an evil philosophy. 
That is a real problem. But there is 
another and prior problem nearer home. 
“It’s me, O Lord,” as the quaint old 
Negro spiritual aptly put it: 
“It’s me, O Lord, standing in the need 
of prayer. 
It isn’t my father and it isn’t my 
mother, 
It isn’t my sister and it isn’t my 
brother. 
It’s me, O Lord, standing in the need 
of prayer.” 

It is only a step from that to the 
supreme one that Christ is not legal 
fiction but in real fact, my Saviour 
and the Saviour of all men. He gives 
his grace to us—his wisdom that we 
may see truth, his love that we may 
do it, his strength that the impossible 
may become possible. This is not just 
another fancy. It is something that has 
been proved in the experience of mil- 
lions. New men make new worlds. 
Christ comes and gives what no one 
else can give and bad lawyers become 
good ones, bad builders good ones, bad 
teachers good ones. He enables us first 
of all to recreate our little world—our 
home, our office, our place of business; 
out of these healthy centers, there 
spring a sound public life and a re- 
juvenated society. That’s how the 
Christian order will come—not by mul- 
titudes of paper schemes but by the 
grace of God working in minds and 
hearts like yours and mine. We may 
not see the New Jerusalem as John did, 
descending from God out of heaven but 
it will come none the less and men 
will see it and rejoice in it and give 
God thanks for it. 





VOLUNTEER WEEK BRINGS 
CHURCH PLEDGES 

The Wesley Methodist Church at 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, this year for 
the second time planned to secure its 
pledges for the year through what it 
calls “Volunteer Week.” A very care- 
ful office schedule is set up and an- 
nounced in advance. The notices tell 
who will receive pledges at each ses- 
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CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR 


ATTEND SOME CHURCH IN YOUR COMMUNITY 


WO of the most wholesome, bright- 
appearing young persons who have 
greeted America from roadside 
poster-boards are pictured on the an- 
nual Christian Endeavor poster. The 
1942 picture-message of the Christian 
Endeavor movement, inviting young 
people to attend young people’s socie- 
ties and the churches of their com- 
munity, will be first displayed in De- 
cember. 
Through the co-operation of the Out- 
door Advertising Association of Amer- 
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ica and poster plant owners through- 
out the nation, the display of the out- 
door poster will increase in scope im- 
mediately preceding the annual ob- 
servance of Christian Endeavor Week 
(January 25 to February 1, 1942). 


The poster design will be reproduced 
on postals, letterheads, and other pub- 
licity adjuncts, as a means of re- 
emphasizing the invitation to young 
people to attend church and the Chris- 
tian Endeavor meeting. 








sion. The members of the congrega- 
tion are urged to come to the church 
and make their pledges at one of these 
sessions. 

Beginning on Tuesday of Volunteer 
Week and continuing through Saturday 
three definite periods were announced 
for the reception of the pledges. These 
were from 2 to 7 p. m.; from 4 to 6 
p. m. and from 6 to 9 p. m. Members 
of the finance committee and the min- 
isters were assigned as consultants for 
these hours. 

Then on Sunday, the closing day of 
the week the finance committee plan 
to be at tables before and after each 
service for additional pledges. In 1940 
the church raised 50 per cent of its 
budget in this way; in 1941 the per- 
centage rose to 75 per cent. 

Of course a canvass must be made 
to secure pledges from those who do 
not volunteer them. But this “mop-up” 
canvass requires less men. It means 
that the best solicitors can be used 
thereby increasing the effectiveness of 
the work. 

PICTORIAL COVERS FOR CHURCH 
CALENDARS 

For good taste and splendid execu- 
tion of pictorial calendars we know of 
nothing that surpasses the work done 
by C. E. Rettew, a minister of the 
First United Brethren Church, Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania. He started the 
work as a personal hobby but it has 


progressed until he is supplying many 
churches of his denomination with the 
fclders. 

They are lithographed on splendid 
stock, suitable for the duplicator. The 
range of pictures is large. The pictures 
are from sacred art, modern pheto- 
graphs and effective line drawings. 
They are worth looking over. We don’t 
know just what arrangement churches 
outside of his denomination might have 
to make to use the material but it 
would be worth dropping him a line 
and requesting a few samples. 


MAY PROSECUTE MENNONITE 
C. O.s 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania.—The cases 
of six conscientious objectors of the 
Mennonite sect who recently refused 
to report for civilian work camp duty 
have been turned over to Federal au- 


thorities for prosecution by Lancaster 


County Board No. 4, the board has 
announced. 

The local draft board said the only 
response from the youths to a five-day 
period of grace were letters and per- 
sonal visits reiterating that they and 
their church—the Wenger branch of 
the Mennonite faith—disapprove of the 
work camps and they do not intend to 
serve. 

After being classified as C. O.s for 
work camp duty several months ago, 
the men appealed for deferment on the 
grounds of their agricultural occupa- 
tions. The appeals were denied. 
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“Middlin’ Men of God” 


by Juan H. Hagedorn” 


Yes, read this. It is written by one minister to his fellowmen. 

Read it and see if you dare to continue half-hearted and fearful. 

Our guess is that you will rebel from any implication of being a 
“middlin’ man of God.” 


I'll tell ya this: a middlin’ doctor is 
a pore thing, and a middlin’ lawyer is a 
pore thing, but keep me from a middlin’ 
man of God.—Owen Wister in The 
Virginian. 

OME time ago, a study was made 

revealing the way the average 

minister spends his hours. In the 
course of a month, he prepares eleven 
sermons and talks, makes seventy calls, 
conducts four funerals and officiates at 
four weddings. In addition to these 
more stated occasions, he attends and 
participates in twenty-one meetings, 
holds twenty-four conferences with 
individuals on personal matters, teaches 
two classes, writes one article, and 
prepares copy for ten additional pieces 
of printed matter. 

Quite a formidable listing, isn’t it? 
And rather proudly the writer gloated 
that it “represented an output equal to 
that of a high-ranking business or pro- 
fessional man.” But the expression 
“average preacher”—I like it not. It 
savors strongly of smug complacency. 
Yet, I am afraid that far too many 
men of the cloth are satisfied to be 
just “middlin’ men of God.” The evi- 
dence for this is surely impressive. 

“Middlin’ men of God” explain the 
lag which is all too noticeable in the 
spiritual life of today. We have 
enormously multiplied our physical 
powers. Our powerful explosives and 
great guns have extended the reach of 
our arm to sixty miles, and multiplied 
the punch of our fists millions of times. 
If man’s moral and spiritual power had 
kept pace with this physical develop- 
ment, certainly the true super-man 
would have evolved. But unfortunately, 
“middlin’ men of God,” satisfied with 
just average accomplishments, have 
sueceeded only in producing a crop of 
men and women who because they are 
spiritually weaker than ever have 
fallen victims to the machines which 
they have created. 

“Middlin’ men of God” explain the 
merely average force which is exerted 
y the church in our modern world. 
Originally, practically every social ac- 
tivity was under the auspices of the 
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church—education, healing, the arts 
and charity. Because of the merely 
average men of God, most of these ac- 
tivities have fallen from the church’s 
grasp. Originally, reform movements 
were cradled, nurtured and promoted 
by and through the church. But today, 
whatever is taking place in the world 
in these directions seems to be outside 
the church. 


Henry P. VanDusen, in his volume, 
God in These Times, concludes that 
Christianity has made itself the “ser- 
vile representative of the mood of this 
age,” taking on the color of the pre- 
vailing culture. After 2,000 years of 
Christian history, human life is still 
cheap. Violence, murder, and crime 
abound. Marriage is no longer sacred. 
Love is a source of obscenity. Licen- 
tiousness supplies the thrill for fiction 
and drama. Corruption continues to 
infest politics. Incredible callousness 
is still evident in industry. We are 
still in the grip of an _ economic 
morality. 


“Middlin’ men of God” explain the 
absence of the truly evangelistic note 
in preaching. ‘Father Taylor” is ac- 
credited with the thought that it is 
the business of the preacher “to take 
something hot out of his own heart 
and shove it into the hearts of his 
hearers.” Passionless and insipid are 
words that can describe much of our 
present-day preaching. A lawyer once 
said to a preacher friend, “You have 
not the earnestness in preaching that 
we lawyers have in pleading. If we 
were as tame as you, we would never 
carry a single suit.” Baxter, in his 
“Reformed Pastor,” well says: “We 
cease to bless when we cease to bleed.” 

Today, the number of unattached 
church members is appalling. They 
have forsaken the church. And what 
is more, those who do attend church 
on Sunday morning are very apt to 
sing lustily, “I Love Thy Zion, Lord,” 
and then on their way home pick 
flaws in the sermon, fuss about the 
ventilation, kick about the expense, and 
criticize the choir. Such a body of 
“Fifth Columnists” will hardly move 
forward like a mighty army. The 


Christian church, which began as a 
company of co-operating lay witnesses, 
has fallen to a professional pulpitism 
financed by silent spectators who be- 
come increasingly listless and lustre- 
less. 


“Middlin’ men of God” explain the 
trend toward ritualism. The prophet 
has largely made way for the priest. 
And the preacher with the priestly 
mind comes to despise the prophetic 
grind. This is a sad state of affairs, 
for if we should make a graph that 
represented the peaks and depressions 
in securing new adherents to the Chris- 
tian faith, we would find that the peaks 
were periods of great preaching and 
the depressions periods when religion 
found its expression predominantly in 
ritual and ceremony. The church has 
always passed into the shadows after 
a marked swing to ritualism. Great 
revivals of religion come through 
mighty and powerful preaching, and 
not through organization, promotion or 
liturgics, however important these may 
be. Charles Lamb has a phrase for 
the clergy which decks itself in new 
raiment, initiating all sorts of strange 
and wonderful practices—‘“the  self- 
sufficiency of surpliced emptiness.” 


“Middlin’ men of God” explain the 
loss of caste suffered by the clergy. 
There was a time when the local pastor 
was called “the parson.” It is sup- 
posed that the reason is found in the 
fact that he was regarded as the “per- 
son,” that is the outstanding person- 
ality in the community. But the dread 
hand of secularism has laid itself 
heavily upon the exalted calling of the 
Christian ministry, and as a conse- 
quence the ideal of the people, spiritu- 
ally, culturally and socially, now is 
minded to dress, behavior and talk to 
suit the vulgar masters of the hour. 


It recalls an old story, the story of 
a giant whose strength reposed in his 
hair. He performed stupendous feats. 
One day he fell victim to a woman, who 
sheared off his locks, and having re- 
duced him cried: “Arise, Samson, for 
the Philistines are upon thee.” The 
story goes that Samson shook himself, 
but he wist not that the Lord had de- 
parted from him. There is a moral 
here, if not a parable. By his chum- 
miness with the world, the flesh and the 
Devil, the new clergyman has been de- 
prived of his vestment of power, and 
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the Philistines falling upon him find 
him easy prey. 

“Middlin’ men of God” explain the 
spiritual flatness of many leaders in 
the Christian church. True saints are 
not forged by any average amount of 
time spent in spiritual discipline. A 
great pianist once remarked, “If I 
neglect to practice one day, I know it. 
If I neglect my piano two days, my 
wife knows it. If I do not run over 
the keys for three successive days, my 
audience knows it.” A congregation is 
always quick to feel their preacher’s 
neglect of communion with his Maker. 
The true prophet conveys the impres- 
sion of a man who has come into this 
world out of another one, bringing with 
him something of the awe and majesty 
of the larger world. May not this ab- 
sence account for the paucity of people 
moving forward to our altars, there to 
commit their ways unto the Lord? In 
days gone by, people went to church 
expecting things to happen, and they 
did happen. Lives were changed. Peo- 
ple found God. Religion was mighty 
real then. 

I believe this fact stands out like a 
sore thumb. We have too many “mid- 
dlin’ men of God” today. The min- 
ister cannot think in terms of a forty- 
hour week. He must throw himself 
into his work with abandon, pour out 
his soul in his preaching, and give 
himself without stint to his pastoral 
labors. A prominent layman once said 
of his minister, “The most important 
thing my pastor does is to go for his 
mail twice a day.” Somewhat over- 
drawn undoubtedly, and yet there are 
far too many of our clergy seemingly 
content to be “middlin’ men of God.” 
When William Booth was asked for the 
secret of his life of usefulness, he re- 
plied, “God has all there is of me.” The 
observant Dr. Johnson once remarked, 
“No sir, the ministry is not an easy 
calling, and I do not envy the man who 
makes it easy.” 

I 

Our bewildering day and age has no 
room for “middlin’?’ men of God.” 
Charles Dickens, writing about his day, 
described it: “It was the best of times; 
it was the worst of times. It was an 
age of wisdom; it was an age of fool- 
ishness. It was an epoch of belief; it 
was an epoch of credulity. It was a 
season of light; it was a season of 
despair. It was the spring of hope; it 
was the winter of desolation. We had 
everything before us. We had nothing 
We were all going direct 
te heaven. We were all bound direct 
for hell.” Similarly may our day be 
pictured. 

Certainly then, true benefit can only 
be brought to our aid by men held 


before us. 
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steady by strong and mighty convic- 
tions. When Robert William Dale went 
to Carr’s Lane, a well-meaning friend 
said to him, “I hear you are preaching 
doctrinal sermons at Carr’s Lane; they 
will not stand it.” “They will have to 
stand it,” was the brave answer. Our 
preachers today must have words which 
will walk up and down in our hearts. 
Emerson’s merciless criticism of his 
own sermons is in point—‘Fine things, 
pretty things, wise things—but no ar- 
rows, no axes, no nectar, no growling, 
no transpiercing, no loving, no enchant- 
ment.” 


“Talk faith. The world is better off 


without 

Your uttered ignorance and morbid 
doubt. 

If you have faith in God, or man, or 
self, 


Say so; if not, push back upon the 
shelf 
Of silence all your thoughts till faith 
shall come: 
No one will grieve because your lips 
are dumb.” 
II 

Religion today is generally viewed 
with contempt and indifference. ‘“Mid- 
dlin’ men of God” hardly are a clan 
to bring it back into favor. I recall 
the words of George Whitefield, ‘‘The 
Christian world is in a dead sleep. 
Nothing but a loud voice can awaken 
them out of it.” Surely, that voice 
will never be thundered by any “mid- 
dlin’ man of God.” 

The sermon has become a synonym 
for dullness. Look the word “sermon” 
up in the dictionary, and you will read, 
“Sermon: a lecture on one’s conduct or 
duty; a homily; often in a depreci- 
atory sense,” or look up the word 
“preach,” and you will read the defini- 
tion, “to discourse in the manner of a 
preacher; now usually with the impli- 
cation of officiousness and tediousness.” 
Old Andrew Fuller used to lament, 
with direct reference to the clergy, “Oh, 
the holiness of their living, and the 
painfulness of their preaching.” Dean 
Inge, not many years ago, said: “No 
professional work is quite so badly 
done as the average preaching in the 
Church of England.” 

Hil 

Our world today is_ spiritually 
starved. The bread from heaven has 
not been fed to hungry hearts. Men 
want to hear about the forgiveness of 
sins, the sufficiency of Christ, his prac- 
tical support and inspiration for the 
common tasks, that are the lot of all 
men. Sir Harry Lauder, when his only 
son died, said: “When a man gets a 
blow between the eyes, like this, there 
are only three things left to him: drink, 
despair, or God.” Our reeling and 
despairing civilization can only be 
steadied by the vision of God. ‘“Mid- 


dlin’ men of God” are hardly sufficient 
to afford that vision. 

The clergyman in a small country 
town went to a barber to get a shave. 
As usual, the barber showed a friendly 
interest in the stranger, who was not 
ir clerical dress. “Stranger here?” 
he queried. “Yes,” the visitor replied. 
“What brings you here?” “I am supply- 
ing the pulpit.” “With what?” asked 
the barber, who had apparently not 
heard the term before. ‘“Middlin’ men 
of God” need to face that question. 


IV 

Our generation has played so much 
with the word “sin” that it has lost 
all its significance. “Middlin’ men of 
God” will not be sufficiently incisive 
and decisive to bring back color to the 
word. Time was when sin was ugly. 
Preachers then painted in two colors 
only—things were either very black or 
very white. Today, black and white 
seem to have faded into a general gray. 
“Middlin’ men of God” are too prone 
to be diplomats behind the sacred 
desk, too minded to preach milk and 
water homilies, too apt to carry papier- 
mache tongues in their mouths. That 
was an eloquent comment on effective 
preaching, given by Calvin Coolidge, 
when he was a lad. The story has it 
that returning home from church, his 
mother asked what the man of God had 
preached about that morning.  Al- 
ready known for brevity, the young 
Coolidge replied, “Sin.” His mother 
ventured another question. “What did 
the minister say about sin, Calvin?” 
The boy answered, “Oh, he’s agin it.” 

“Middlin’ men of God” are afraid of 
being accused of narrow-mindedness. 
It is well to remember that there is no 
room for broad-mindedness in_ the 
chemical laboratory. Water is com- 
posed of twq parts hydrogen and one 
part oxygen. The slightest deviation 
from that formula is forbidden. There 
is no room for broad-mindedness in 
music. There can be but eight notes 
in an octave. A mere half-note off on 





the part of the first violin can be 


catastrophic. Roy L. Smith pointedly 
asks, “How then shall we expect that 


broad-mindedness_ shall rule in the 


realm of religion and morals?” 
Vv 

Today, men’s hearts are failing them 
for fear. “Middlin’ men of God” can 
hardly be mighty believers. Yet that 
is exactly what is needed in our pul- 
pits. People today need to hear a man 
who makes them feel that he is backed 
by the weight of the universe and by 
the Divine Spirit. 
quick to notice a fearful or timid note 
in their leader. Our clergy today must 
impress their people with a faith that 


(Turn to page 18) 


Congregations are 
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Mobilization for Social Protection 


by Bascom Johnson” 


It is the purpose of “Church Management” to bring informative 

articles which deal with the social side of the national defense 

program. This illuminating presentation first appeared in the 

“Journal of Social Hygiene” and is used here by special per- 
mission from that magazine. 


HE mobilization of the armed forces 

and the concentration of workers in 

defense industries have made old 
social hygiene problems more acute, as 
well as producing some new ones. To 
help local communities solve these prob- 
lems is the responsibility of the Division 
of Social Protection in the Federal Se- 
curity Agency. 

During the last six months the situa- 
tion has been thoroughly canvassed, 
policies have been set, staff has been 
recruited and trained—the Division of 
Social Protection is ready for action. 

It is faced with no easy task. Both 
the military and industrial mobilization 
have caused serious dislocations of nor- 
mal family and community life. These 
dislocations apply especially to those 
soldiers, sailors and defense workers 
who are separated from their families 
and transplanted to new and strange 
environments. 

They also apply to those women and 
girls who have no trades or skills which 
they can market, but who nevertheless 
are driven by poverty or unhappiness 
at home to migrate to defense areas in 
the hope of securing some kind of em- 
ployment or at least more of the normal 
satisfactions of life. 

As always happens during such na- 
tional emergencies, unscrupulous indi- 
viduals of both sexes are quick to rec- 
ognize in these dislocations new oppor- 
tunities to make some easy money. 
They do this in one or both of two 
ways. They set up taverns, restau- 
rants, honky-tonks, dance halls and 
“juke joints” where unskilled women 
and girls are employed in the guise of 
waitresses, hostesses or dance partners, 
often on a commission basis, to attract 
male customers and push the sales of 
liquor. 

The male customers find that con- 
siderable liberties with the female help 
are tolerated or even encouraged by the 
managements of these places, and the 
girls must stand for this if they want 
to keep their jobs and make tips enough 
to live on. Some of these places pro- 


‘Director, Division of Social Protection Fed- 
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vide back rooms or cabins that can be 
used by the customers and their women 
partners. The girls soon learn that 
their favors can be sold and the process 
of creating the next generation of pros- 
titutes is well on its way. 

The second and perhaps the quickest 
and easiest way to make money out of 
these dislocations is to set up brothels 
and fill them with professional prosti- 
tutes. These professionals are also 
migrants. They go where they find 
business and remain only so long as 
they are assured reasonable freedom 
from interference. 

They are accustomed to operate under 


the direction of a madam or manager, 
and on a mass production basis. Their 
prices are low and they rely upon the 
volume of the business done to make a 
profit for themselves and the prosti- 
tution factories for which they work. 


These smart but unscrupulous man- 
agers—both men and women—thus ex- 
ploit human loneliness, misery, poverty 
and degradation. They are primarily 
responsible for the venereal diseases 
that are acquired by the armed forces, 
by the workers in defense industries, 
by the women and girls who are em- 
ployed in commercialized amusements 
as “come-ons,” and by the professional 
prostitutes. 


The program of the Division of Social 
Protection is and always will be de- 
signed to secure improvement in such 
conditions as have just been described. 
As those conditions change in detail, 
the details of the program will be 
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changed to meet them. The program 
is, therefore, being kept as flexible as 
possible. There are, however, certain 
principles to which the War and Navy 
Departments and this agency are, by 
agreement, committed and upon which 
any program which this division de- 
velops must be based: 

1. Prostitution is an unmitigated evil. 
It is extraordinary how many people 
throughout this land have different 
views on this subject. It is quite com- 
mon, for example, to hear advanced by 
a good many uninformed people the 
view that prostitution is the protector 
of the chastity of good women or the 
savior of the institution of marriage, 
when the fact is that the only persons 
who benefit from prostitution are the 
exploiters of prostitutes, the grafters 
and racketeers. 

2. The menace of prostitution cannot 
be met by licensing it, by regulating 
it, by segregating it or by any similar 
method of so-called “control.” This 
program is committed to this principle 
and part of the job will be to make it 
known as widely as possible. Among 
the weapons that are available are: 

(a) The laws aimed primarily at the 
exploiters or prostitutes. 

(b) The religious, educational, eco- 
nomic and welfare measures which re- 
duce the supply of women recruits for 
prostitution. d 

(c) The religious, educational, social 
and recreational measures which reduce 
the demand for prostitutes. 

3. This division will promote the use 
of these weapons by others but will not 
itself wield them except insofar as 
promotion involves education. It will, 
for example, endeavor to educate local 
communities on the basic facts as to the 
need and value of law enforcement 
against prostitution. It will endeavor 
to persuade local officials to enforce 
their own laws. To accomplish this 
it will be necessary to present— 

The physiological facts which are 
related to the role of prostitution in 
spreading syphilis and gonorrhea and 
their effects upon the health and well- 
being of men, women and children. The 
chief matters here are: (1) The known 
infectiousness of prostitutes either be- 
cause they have syphilis in an infec- 
tious state, or gonorrhea, or both; or 
because, even though they are not in- 
fected, they are mechanical conveyors 
of the germs of these diseases from 
some of their customers to others. (2) 
The failure of any system of periodic 
medical examinations of prostitutes to 
safeguard their patrons from possible 
infection. (3) The undoubted high value 
of prophylactic measures used at the 
right time and skillfully administered, 
yet the error of assuring that they af- 
ford complete protection against infec- 
tion by a prostitute. (4) The possible 
disastrous effects of syphilis and gonor- 
rhea upon a man’s health and well-be- 
ing and that of his wife and children. 

The division will also endeavor to 


educate or inform vocational and em- 
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ployment agencies, national, state and 
local, as to the menace to young girls 
working in honky-tonks and juke joints 
because they are not trained for any- 
thing better. It will endeavor to per- 
suade these agencies to train and place 
as many of them as possible in other 
jobs, thereby preventing them from 
becoming the prostitutes of the next 
generation. 

It will endeavor also to educate state 
and local welfare agencies to the im- 
portance of setting up the necessary 
machinery for the prevention of sex 
delinquency among young girls drawn 
into these camp cities and to provide 
facilities for the care and protection 
of those arrested by the police in cam- 
paigns of law enforcement. 


It will endeavor to educate public 
opinion in these communities to support 
all of these and other measures calcu- 
lated to reduce prostitution and mili- 
gate its evils. One of the primary 
functions of the division, working 
through its field staff, is to bring all 
these facts to the attention of the lead- 
ers and officials of these communities. 


To accomplish this it will be 
necessary to present not only the 
physiological facts related to the role 
of prostitution in spreading syphilis 
and gonorrhea, but also its sociological 
menace—that is, its tendency to cor- 
rupt community life and government, 
to foster crime and nurture criminals, 
to degrade and exploit women, to create 
rackets, to promote juvenile delin- 
quency, and to develop other unsound 
social conditions. All of them are too 
well known to require elaboration here. 

This is the second time in a quarter 
of a century America has really awak- 
ened to the social threat prostitution 
presents. We faced it in 1917 and 1918. 
After the war we relapsed into indif- 
ference. We face it now in another 
defense emergency. 

In those years between, America has 
become more conscious of its social re- 
sponsibilities than it ever was before. 
America has become conscious of the so- 
cial causes and results of disease, desti- 
tution, disability and delinquency. Gov- 
ernment responsibility for social se- 
curity and public health has been more 
broadly accepted. Many police depart- 
ments are still political, but there are 
enough sound police forces to point the 
way to a more effective future. Pub- 
lic welfare in 1917 was the highly 
experimental’ stepchild of the munici- 
pal administration; today it has as- 
sumed solid professional status. 

These things have constituted a revo- 
lutionary change in American govern- 
ment. It does not seem possible that 
we will again sink into lethargy and 
indifference, or that American com- 


munities will again permit themselves 
the costly luxury of inaction. 

There is one factor which is often 
overlooked and upon which great em- 
phasis should be put. Controlling pros- 
titution is a local job. It will be done 
effectively only if local authorities do 
it. That important factor is often too 
easily obscured by the newsworthy 
drama of Washington activity. 

There is nothing in the Washington 

program which will serve us in the 
present crisis without local action. Ef- 
fective local action demands progress 
with relation to such points as those 
that follow: 
_ 1. Effective professional local polic- 
ing. 
2. Adequate public support and finan- 
cial appropriation necessary to estab- 
lish effective local policing in many 
areas. 

3. Detention and rehabilitation facili- 


ties which take into account the fact 
that the control of prostitution is a hu- 
man problem. The object is not punish- 
ment, but the protection of those who 
will suffer most greatly from the com- 
mercial racket. 


There have been many communities 
which have failed to recognize that they 
are dealing with a problem that has 
national implications. It will remain 
a local responsibility only if it is well 
done by local officials. 

Long ago flood control was considered 
a local problem. Each county—later 
each state—tried to keep floods away 
by building its levees a foot higher 
than the county or state across the 
river. Their philosophy was simple: 
If their levees were higher, somebody 
else would get the water. 

The nation couldn’t afford that kind 
of “protection.” To conserve the water 
and soil resources of the whole nation 
it had to act to control surplus waters 
nearer their upstream origins. Flood 
control ceased to be a local problem 
because local authorities could not or 
would not work together. 

There are some communities which 
attempted to deal with prostitution in 
that way. They have attempted to 
solve their problems on the simple phil- 
osophy that they would “run the pros- 
titutes out of town,” and let the town 
across the county line or the state line 
worry about it. 

In defense, the nation cannot afford 
that kind of evasion. There must be 
cooperation between local governments. 
There must be action in every com- 
munity that will gear into national so- 
cial objectives. 

It is to enable the local communities 
of America to reach a constructive lo- 
cal solution of these problems that the 
Division of Social Protection has been 
set up in the way it has. It is a friendly 
service extended to local communities 
throughout the nation. 
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Shabby Churches Don’t Inspire 


by David I. Day 


The writer is an author whose articles on rural life appear in 

many magazines. He has put his finger on a vital spot of the 

rural church—shabbiness. Perhaps the article is more challeng- 
ing than inspiring but it does tell facts. 


URING the last Easter season, a 

simple little house organ paper 

printed by a feed mill came to 
my desk. The cover picture showed a 
simple white-painted rural church. The 
building and surroundings breathed a 
sweet reverence. I could not imagine a 
single farmer passing that church at 
any season of the year without feeling 
a little nearer to God. Indeed, some- 
thing seems to say out of the picture: 
“Here Abideth the Spirit.” 


The one thing it seems to me that 
our rural churches need most is a vast 
increase in church buildings which have 
in them and about them the temple- 
atmosphere. A few years ago, I at- 
tended a morning service in a little 
country church in northern Indiana. 
The wooden building bore all the evi- 
dence of generations of constant love 
and care. The grass on the spacious 
hill-top was neatly clipped and the trees 
were trimmed. There was _ shrubbery 
and flowers. My first impulse upon en- 
tering that sacred edifice was to kneel 
in prayer. 


For many years I have been a writer 
for farm magazines and am the rural 
life columnist for a great morning 
newspaper. I live in the country and 
am a member of a rural church. So 
when I criticize the Country church. So 
am, to some extent, criticizing myself— 
and my friends. But when I see the 
ugly, unkempt, dirty structures which 
I hear preachers call “the house of God” 
I am made ashamed. Cleanliness may 
be next to godliness but all too many 
cases can be cited where the rural 
church is the most unsightly structure 
in the entire community. 

Is it any wonder that farm folk, liv- 
ing all week in hot, dusty work— 
drudging a considerable part of each 
day through duties which are important 
but unattractive, hesitate about attend- 
ing religious services? Is it any won- 
der that so many rural churches die 
of dry rot—or continue half-heartedly 
with the support of a mere handful of 
people? Is it any wonder that farm 
youngsters so often openly sneer at 
church services? Is it astonishing after 
all that boys and girls who do attend 
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church are so often noticed mostly be- 
cause of their ill behavior? 

I have a letter from a wealthy farm 
woman visiting at present in Indianap- 
olis. She says: “The most surprising 
thing I’ve seen here is the full churches 
on the Lord’s day. A lot of folks won’t 
believe this but at the fine church I 
went to last Sunday, it seemed to me 
that fully three-fourths of the con- 
gregation were young people. At old 
Mt. Zion we’re lucky to get twenty 
people out on preaching day—and no 
young folks, whatever. What’s wrong?” 

My idea may be wrong but I think 
what’s wrong is the fact that the rural 
church leaders in the past have been 
too concerned with the mystical mean- 
ings of the Christian religion and have 
been too unmindful of the thing which 
appeal to the human senses. The old 
brethren have been eager to see the 
fire from heaven. But they have paid 
too little attention to the adequacy of 
the furnace or stoves which heat the 


church. They have dwelt long on the 
beauty of the New Jerusalem, unmind- 
ful of the dirty carpet of altar and 
aisle. They have not been very par- 
ticular about church architecture, 
church care, and in nine-tenths of all 
the church properties in the open coun- 
try in my state, no thought whatever 
is given to the beauty and serenity of 
the grounds. 


Business men are taught that the ap- 
pearance of their store windows and 
property in general speaks louder than 
any printed advertisement. Farmers 
are frequently reminded that the ap- 
pearance of their houses, barns, fences, 
and lawns tell passersby what kind of 
farmers they are. But what about the 
appearance of church property? If the 
houses of men are so important—what 
about the house of God? 

It is a hopeful sign that so many 
leaders, here and there, in rural affairs 
are troubled over this tragedy of the 
country church. In interviewing a 
woman who is quite prominent in farm 
organization circles recently, she said: 
“The source of authority in our church 
is the Association and I am frequently 
a delegate and invariably a visitor at 
this annual gathering in our district. 
The most common topic is a lack of 
financial support. So many overlook 
the fact that the best way for a coun- 
try church to receive financial support 
is first to deserve it. It isn’t a lack of 
money. It is a lack of vision and un- 
derstanding. It is unfair to ask farm 
people, six days immersed in more 
drabness than we like to admit, to at- 
tend church with eagerness and en- 
thusiasm when everyone knows the 
church exemplifies greater drabness. 
Our church is shabby, our preacher is 
shabby, our song service is shabby. 
There isn’t a thing at our church to 
fill one’s soul with reverence and devo- 
tion and the only hopeful note we hear 
is the unvarying prayer for a great 
revival!” 

This woman feels that the only way 
out is for each denomination to select 
the most progressive places and assist 
financially in the erection and direction 
of a “model church.” This means a 
church built by the right people, ac- 
cording to the right plans, furnished in 
the right mood, pastored by the right 
man. To this model church, others can 
go for inspiration. Community rivalry 
may result. All of these things will 
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tend to lift the life of the rural neigh- 
borhood and people will flock to church 
in the rural districts with even more 
genuine enthusiasm than they do in the 
cities. The rural church, she believes, 
must be a place of “release” from the 
grim realities of drouths and chinch 
bugs, and hog cholera and fruit failures 
—a place to “leave earth behind and 
catch a glimpse of the quiet joys of 
Heaven.” 

We had just as well face the fact 
that, except here and there, the rural 


church is in a bad way. In widely 
separated communities, the church 
buildings have been made and kept 


beautiful, the music is inspiring, the 
sermons helpful. There you will find 
automobiles strung along the road for 
a hundred yards on either side of the 
church entrance. Some few rural 
churches have won such popularity that 
special parking lots have been provided 
and six nights in the week, the building 
is lighted. There we find the church- 
sponsored and church-directed com- 
munity houses, the church athletic pro- 
grams, the close and sympathetic fel- 
lowship of church with the 4-H work, 
the Future Farmers of America. It has 
been interesting to me to observe how 
different are the varied activities in 
these effective rural churches and how 
neatly they are adjusted to the talents 
and needs of the neighborhood. 


We need not argue anew the need 
of a better trained ministry. This is 
too obvious. But a word might be said 
concerning the need in rural districts 
for an especially trained ministry—a 
group of men from the country, of the 
country, and for the country. It is true 
that many city men have had fruitful 
ministries in country neighborhoods. It 
is even more often true that rural 
young men with the old conventional 
theological training have called upon 
the reserves of common sense and have 
accomplished wonders along the coun- 
tryside. The point is that Animal Hus- 
bandry is just about as important to 
the rural minister as is Greek. The 
rural minister needs his theology but 
he needs it mixed well with the farm- 
ing lore of the century in which we 
live. 

A point in case is this: A young man 
fresh from theological school in 1935 
had read widely along lines of agricul- 
ture. He had visited many fine live- 
stock farms and had a collection of 
many kodak snapshots taken on these 
farms. When he accepted the pastorate 
of four rural churches, he began to 
place farm and livestock magazines in 
promising homes. One Sunday a young 
farmer confided his dreams of a pure- 
bred herd of Polled Shorthorn cattle. 
The minister had visited a farm spe- 
cializing in this particular breed of 
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A Noble End for the Christmas Tree 


by H. L. 


ERHAPS you have thought that 

the annual problem of disposing 

of the Christmas tree is yours 
alone. But many others share it. Es- 
pecially where there are growing chil- 
dren it has been difficult to simply throw 
the emblem of Christmas cheer out into 
the wind. The problem is a common 
one and some have made approaches to 
the solution. 


The traditional Christmas celebra- 
tions end with the “twelfth night.” 
This is the night of January 5, the eve 
of the Epiphany of the church calendar. 
There has always been some confusion 
about the date of Christmas. The so- 
called eastern church still celebrates 
January 6th as its Christmas. In an 
effort to harmonize the two dates the 
custom grew of having the Christmas 
season run from December 25th to 
January 6th. At that time Christmas 
cake is supposed to have been con- 


Williams 


sumed, toys are put away, and the 
Christmas tree disposed of. 

If the family possesses an open fire 
place the “twelfth night” may bring a 
little family ceremony where the resin 
filled branches of the Christmas tree 
sparkle out their message of good will 
from the burning logs. Other families 
plan to move the trees on this date to 
the lawn. There it is covered with a 
suet preparation which feeds the birds 
during the winter months. The chil- 
dren can see the message of good will 
extended then throughout the winter 
weeks. 

The suet preparation which all birds 
think is the “tops” is made by melting 
suet in the frying pan. Then into the 
liquid are thrown seeds, grains and 
other things to tempt the appetite. 
When this is poured over the tree it 
looks somewhat like snow. It quickly 
hardens and provides food for the birds 
for many days. 

If the tree to be disposed of is in 
the church or some social center it may 
be dismantled in connection with a 
twelfth night party. The traditional 
twelfth night party has a cake in which 
there has been baked a pea and, also, a 
bean. The one who gets the piece with 
the pea becomes the queen for the oc- 
casion; the finder of the bean becomes 
the king. The twelfth night party al- 
ways ends with the burning of the 
green. 

The city of Lakewood, Ohio, had a 
Christmas tree fire last year which will 
doubtless be duplicated by many other 
communities. All of the residents of 
the city were asked to bring their 
Christmas trees to the city park on the 
twelfth night. There they were thrown 
in one big pile and the torch applied. 
As the huge fire leaped into the air 
the crowd joined in the singing of 
Christmas carols as a farewell to an- 
other joyous Christmas season. 








cattle. Some animals were purchased 
at reasonable prices and now there are 
beginning herds of beef cattle all over 
that part of the state. You may rest 
assured that this church circuit is not 
worried about financial support. 


Add to a new appreciation of beauty 
and an understanding of what is re- 
quired to give even the _ simplest 
sanctuary a _ temple-atmosphere—the 
minister who has an intelligent and 
progressive agricultural philosophy— 
and then what? My observation is that 
we need to get together on what is 


essential and what are non-essential 
things in church life and discipline. A 
little church in one of the nicest farm- 
ing communities anywhere is now split 
wide 
said the difficulty started over whether 
cigars should be sold at a church ice 
cream social. 


open with factions—and it is 


To see workers in the Lord’s Vine- 
yard, with work suspended, while they 
argue over the nature of tools to be 
used, is one of the ghastly tragedies 
of our day. 
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A CHRISTMAS INVITATION 

Let us go even unto Bethlehem.— 
Luke 2:15. 

This is a Christmas invitation, an 
invitation to join a pilgrimage. It is 
a request that you come with me 
into a procession of men and women 
travelling to a common end. 

You will find it an interesting 
group. 

There are the shepherds who on 
Judean heights saw a light in the 
heavens and heard the angels’ song. 
Lured by the promise of peace and 
goodwill they began the trek to Beth- 
lehem. 

And you will find the three kings 
of the Orient. These men were ex- 
perienced in statecraft and had all 
the honors which the state could con- 
fer. But they seek something more 
—a new revelation from God to man. 

With us will be many others, some 
of days gone by and some of your 
neighbors and friends of the present. 
Included are the Scrooges of business 
who need a lighter heart for Christ- 
mas; the tired folk searching for light 
in darkness; the confused who need 
direction for the way; youth seeking 
the meaning of existence; children 
who instinctively search for life. 

In Bethlehem, we will find a sim- 
ple manger wherein lies the child 


Christ. There, as the light from God . 
reveals him is the goal of heartease yg 


and understanding. 
The time draws near, will you not 
join us in the quest? 





BEHOLD HE COMES! 
(Tune: Leighton) 
The world awaits its King. 
The Advent time draws nigh; 
Prepare His praises now to sing, 
All hail to God on High. 


No golden chariot drawn 

By prancing steeds in train; 
In lowly manger cradle born, 
O’er waiting world to reign. 


No jeweled crown He wears, 

In purple raiment dressed; 

But bowed with common human cares 
Fulfills the prophet’s quest. 


He rules the world in love, 
No army proves His might; 
His royal banner, like a dove, 
Presages peace and right. 


His throne is in the heart, 

His power can conquer sin; 

O come ye now yourselves apart: 
Pray He may enter in. 

Ernest F. McGregor. 





A Page of Many Things 


NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION 
“I will keep my lips sweet with 
words of kindness, my heart pure with 
noble ideals, my hands clean with hon- 
orable deeds; I will keep my body 
sacred and my soul free; I will strive 


> 


to be rich in love, strong in gentleness, 
untiring in patience, abundant in hope; 
I will serve God by helping some of his 
children; I will try always to be better 
than my word and more liberal than 
my promise; every day I will make the 
most of myself and the best of myself 
and so be ready for the opportunities 
which God daily sends to those who are 
ready for them. I WILL—today.” 
Robert J. Burdette. 





SUGGESTIONS FOR CANVASSERS 

Don’t apologize or feel apologetic for 
the canvass. You are doing a necessary 
work for the Kingdom of God. Feel 
honored you can help. 

Before asking for a pledge, be sure 
that they read and compare the budget 
of this year with that of last. Em- 
phasize items of their interest, e. g. 
nursery, music, etc. 

Remind them that the church as a 
whole is gradually breaking away from 
suppers, sales, etc. as a means of fi- 


nancing the work and that solicitation 
will cease in such matters as soon as 
weekly, proportionate giving becomes 
the rule, 

Do make an effort to have the pledge 
increased over last year. Point out 
that to do a better work we wish to 
increase and improve both staff and 
equipment. 

Remind them that even a small 
pledge—we have them as low as one 
cent—given regularly, is more help- 
ful to the church and the giver, than 
spasmodic giving. 

If delay is desired in the making of 
a pledge, set a date for its follow-up 
or return. 

At “difficult” or “no-pledge” homes 
insist on leaving envelopes for such 
giving as might be done. 

Turn back a complete report to the 
chairman if possible. 

Roland E. Turnbull. 





CHRISTMAS EVE 
My latch is on the string tonight, 
The hearth fire is aglow, 
I seem to hear swift passing feet, 
The Christ-child in the snow. 


My heart is open wide tonight, 
For stranger, kith, or kin, 
I would not close a single door 
Where Christ may enter in. 
Kate Douglas Wiggins. 





THE NEW YEAR 
New mercies, new blessing, new light 
on thy way, 
New courage, new hope, and new 
strength for each day; 
New notes of thanksgiving, new chords 
of delight, 
New praise in the morning, new songs 
in the night; 
New wine in thy chalice, new altars 
to raise, 
New fruits for thy Master, new gar- 
ments for praise; 
New gifts from his treasures, new 
smiles from his face, 
New streams from the fountain of in- 
finite grace; 
New stars for thy crown, and new 
tokens of love; 
New gleams of the glory that waits 
thee above; 
New light of his countenance, full and 
unpriced, 
All this be the joy of thy new life in 
Christ. 


Francis Ridley Havergal. 
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Murals in First Presbyterian Church, Kirksville, Missouri 








MURALS ADORN CHURCH 

The First Presbyterian Church of 
Kirksville, Missouri, has an outstand- 
ing bit of mural painting which was 
executed by Jack McMillen, New York 
artist who also is the brother of the 
pastor of the church, Pyron McMillen. 
Even in the single color of magazine 
printing the panels reveal the attrac- 
tiveness. 

The panel to the left depicts “The 
Nativity.” The expression shown in the 
faces of Mary and Joseph demands at- 
tention. We feel that Mary is already 
pondering the miracle which has _ be- 
fallen her. Joseph shows quiet sub- 
mission to the will of God. He is will- 
ing to trust where he does not fully 
understand. 

The center panel shows Christ and 
the Disciples at the time of the sermon 
on the mount. One of the disciples has 
just asked him, “Lord teach us to pray.” 
In this picture he has just uttered the 
words “Our father” and is continuing 
in the prayer. Note the attitudes of 
the disciples. Some are awe stricken, 
others enter freely into the prayer. One 
seems not deeply moved. Jesus’ face 
is kind, his lips trace a smile even as 
he speaks and the way in which the 
listeners hang on every word makes 
us realize that he is bringing “good 
news.” 

The right hand panel shows Peter 
and John arriving breathless at the 
tomb on Easter morning. No descrip- 
tion can be more eloquent than the 
words of the angel, “He is not here, he 
is risen!” 

The murals were financed by the 
Women’s Association and presented to 
the church. 


“Middlin’ Men of God” 
(From page 12) 
is irresistible, a hope that is unquench- 
able, and a love that is inexhaustible. 
Because Robert Bruce felt within 


himself the might and courage born of 
God, he was able to fight with such 
indomitable courage at Bannockburn. 


Because George Washington felt con- 
fidently the everlasting arms under 
him, he could tell his suffering soldiers 
to keep up heart against their enemies. 
Men have always followed leaders, who 
were in themselves conscious of in- 
vincible power. 

A line in the old hymn comes back 
to us often in these troublous times: 
“Change and decay in all around I 
see.” And the prayer goes up from 
countless hearts, “Oh, Thou, Who 
changest not, abide with me.” Cer- 
tainly, the ambassadors of God in such 
a day need to stand before their peo- 
ple with that quiet peace which is the 
direct result of a strong faith in him 
whose throne is forever and ever. 

VI 

The running sores of society will not 
be staunched by any “middlin’ men of 
God.” The remedy for our sick civili- 
zation cannot be applied by shaking 
hands. Christianity is dynamite and 
not an opiate. It must be preached, not 
with any falsetto, but with vigor. The 
great prophets of Israel were no mealy- 
mouths. The reek of their corrupt 
times smelled unto heaven. They could 
not ignore it. When the rich lolled on 
ivory couches, and sold the righteous 
for silver, and the needy for a pair 
of shoes, prophetic voices thundered! 

Crooked politicians and ecclesiastical 
chisellers had no easy time of. it. 
They were confronted by the accusing 
prophets, who turned not back but 
marched breast forward. Bony fingers 
cf the desert schooled men of God, 
pointed to their guilt, and voices flam- 
ing with prophetic fervor boldly chal- 
lenged them, “Your hands are full of 
blood.” No “middlin’ man of God” can 
follow in their train! 

The picture of Jesus, driving the 
money-changers from the temple, offers 
ne brief to the temporizer. He, too, 
caused the high priest to quiver with 
fear, with his insistence upon justice 
and equality. “The kings of the earth 
set themselves, and the rulers take 


counsel together,” to bring about the 
death of one, whose words stir the 
proletariat to throw off their burden- 
ing yokes. No “middlin’ man of God” 
can have place in the proclamation of 
his gospel. 
VII 

The foundation stones for a new world 
are being laid today. It is too risky 
to engage “middlin’ men of God” in this 
high emprise. Mere delivery of elo- 
quent sermons may be something of an 
accomplishment, in the eyes of a world 
set on display. But as a matter of 
fact, the larger task still remains. Men 
went away from the oratory of Pericles, 
saying: “It was fine, very fine,’ but im- 
mediately they proceeded to forget it. 
The call of our times is for prophets 
whose challenges will stick in people’s 
minds, giving them no rest until they 
find outlet in action. 


New eras are not ushered in by men 
who show great enthusiasm for the 
middle of the road. That high adven- 
ture is reserved for those who will 
dare to be “fools for Christ’s sake.” 
“Middlin’ men of God” are always 
satisfied to curry favor and popularity. 
Dale, of Birmingham, was alive to that. 
After a sermon, Silvester Horne, then 
a youth, went into the study of the 
great preacher. The dense crowds 
were seen filing out. Looking at them, 
Dale said to his young contemporary, 
“Our temptation is not toward money; 
that is our temptation.” 

The question arises, “Who is equal 
for these things?” An interesting story 
is related of Henry Hudson Taylor, the 
great missionary to China. Asked one 
time for the secret of his great use- 
fulness, he whimsically said: “Some 
years ago, the Lord looked up and 
down the land. At last, his eye fell 
upon the smallest and the most insigni- 
ficant piece of humanity in England. 
The Lord soliloquized, ‘I want to show 
the world what I can do. I’ll take 
that man, so weak and so utterly help- 

(Turn to page 20) 
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Directed Preaching Builds Up Church 


by &. ~. Beeke 


“What this church needs is optimistic preaching,’ said the 
friendly critic. The minister was willing to be shown how to get 
it. The lay assistance in research work is one of the most inter- 
esting details of this program which gave new strength to the 
Lutheran Church of the Messiah, Flushing, New York. 


HE founder of Christianity made 

this promise: “Where two or three 

are gathered together in my name, 
there am I in the midst.” 

Too many church folk seem to have 
forgotten this. They fail to realize that 
God is greatly concerned with the af- 
fairs of his church. They forget that 
the only instrument he has ever used, 
is a small group of people shaped to 
his will and purpose. Not a few 
churches are run as though they were 
the sole concern of the officials—their 
own business—not the greatest business 
in the world—God’s business, the build- 
ing up of the kingdom of heaven. 

The driving power behind two or 
three devoted members of a congrega- 
tion working in harmony, has never 
been properly evaluated. If twelve men, 
handicapped in many ways, carried the 
gospel from Jerusalem to Rome, laying 
the foundation of the Christian Church 
as they went, surely a small group can 
rejuvenate a church that has fallen into 
a rut. 

Raymond E. Finehout, pastor of the 
Lutheran Church of the Messiah, Flush- 
ing, New York, had become discouraged. 
Some years previous he had assumed 
the pastorate of this church which was 
heavily in debt for its building. 

Under the former pastor, a division 
occurred — an unfortunate _ incident 
which led to a large group of the 
founders leaving the church. Urged by 
the official board of his denomination— 
he undertook an uphill task. The 
congregation was slowly decreasing as 
death and removals took their toll and 
new members did not replace them in 
sufficient numbers to offset the loss. 
It is an axiom that people are reluctant 
to join a church that carries a heavy 
load of debt. 

In spite of efforts to maintain a high 
standard, in time, these conditions were 
reflected in his preaching. A _ friend, 
an occasional attendant, sensing the 
difficulties, suggested a plan of action. 

He said, “Both you and your people 
are discouraged not only because of 
conditions in the church, but also be- 
cause of world wide unrest. It is im- 


perative that you should direct your 
preaching along optimistic lines. En- 
deavor to dispel the defeatist attitudes 
lurking in your mind and in the minds 
of many of your congregation. Let us 
plan a series of sermons under the gen- 
eral caption, ‘My America.’ I will help 
you with the research work.” 

America Centered Series 


The series was arranged, using 
“America” in each topic—seven in all: 
Keep Calm, Clean House, Back to 
Work, Back to God, Frozen Assets, 
Look up and America Arise and Shine. 

The announcement of the series 
quoted Ralph Waldo Emerson who said, 
“America is God’s last chance to make 
a world.” The announcement read fur- 
ther: “Today’s conditions will be viewed 
in the light of history—Ancient and 
Modern. The world wide ills of this 
era can be cured by the application of 
Christianity.” 





Five hundred postal cards were 
mailed to the members, parents of the 
Sunday School children and friends. 

It rained the first Sunday, but the 
attendance was larger than that of the 
previous one. The following Sunday 
saw all pews filled and from then on, 
the church was crowded. Frequently, 
the ushers were obliged to place chairs 
in all the aisles. 

Since that first series in the Fall of 
1939, there has been no occasion to 
complain about the size of the average 
congregations. They run from twenty- 
five to fifty per cent over previous at- 
tendance records. 

Christ Centered Series 

The 1940-41 series opened upon a dif- 
ferent theme from that of 1939. Christ 
was the dominant figure—Christ in the 
Home followed by Christ in the Schools, 
in the Church, in Business and in the 
Nation, were the topics. 

The 1941-42 plans were worked out 
during the summer at the pastor’s 
country home where there is access to 
an unusually fine public library. 

The sermon topics are timely and 
carefully thought out, always dealing 
with the problems besetting us all and 


ending with a strong spiritual appeal. 
Undercover Work 

Research is a prominent factor in 
this work. Once the pastor and his 
friend decide upon the subjects, the re- 
search work commences. It covers a 
wide field. The friend assembles hun- 
dreds of clippings which include ex- 
tracts from sermons published in the 
Monday issues of newspapers in metro- 
politan centers, editorials, news items, 
columnists’ remarks, reviews of relig- 
ious books, etc. In addition, many 
religious books are consulted, poems, 
quotations, historical data, etc. are as- 
sembled. 


There is no plagiarism of other ser- 
mons but paragraphs that fit the topics 
are frequently quoted and sometimes 
amplified. 


Another fact finding method used by 
both men is that of asking questions, 
frequently of strangers. In preparing 
a sermon on “Youth Speaks Out,” the 
pastor interviewed scores of young peo- 
ple including high school boys and girls, 
college graduates, young folks in busi- 
ness and others who were jobless. He 
startled his congregation with his find- 
ings and gave them some new view- 
points to think over. 

When calling on his parishioners, the 
pastor skilfully leads them into con- 
versations that bring out their ideas 
on various subjects. This is helpful, 
as it tends to draw him closer to his 
people. 

The research work and the sermon 
planning became all the more effective 
because there was no publicity regard- 
ing the effort. 

At a meeting of the church officials, 
the pastor let them into the secret. 
Producing a pile of clippings and 
miscellaneous data, he gave his friend 
credit for the help he had received. 

The reaction was far reaching. Sev- 
eral of the officials decided that if an 
outsider could work so untiringly for 
their church, it was up to them to do 
likewise. 

Two men assisted by the wife of one, 
organized themselves into a_ special 
finance committee and carried on a 
much needed every member canvass by 
mail. The church lists were brought 
up to date, then grouped under several 
classifications and a different letter 
was sent to the members of each group. 
All this took planning, time and effort, 
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Churches are learning the effectiveness and economy of postal card publicity. 
for the paper stock and the postage. Card at the upper left is used by Wm. Carman Trembath at the 
Community Church, Teaneck, New Jersey, as advance notice of his calls. The lower left is used by E. W. 
Grilley, Jr. of the Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd, Pawtucket, Rhode Island. The card at the 


right was sent out by the First Presbyterian Church, Sausalito, California, of which Alfred Bryce Side- 
botham is the minister. 
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but it paid as the response was ex- 
cellent. 


The committee with the pastor and 
treasurer, prepared an annual budget 
covering current expenses, all of which 
must and is being met from pledges. 
Funds raised by the women’s organiza- 
tions, the men’s club and other groups 
are turned into the church treasury 
to be applied on back interest and on 
the mortgage. These funds cannot be 
used for current expenses. However, 
the plan creates greater enthusiasm 
on the part of the workers, for they 
can see some results. 

The woman on the finance committee 
went a step further. She secured five 
women volunteers to act as secretaries 
in the church office, each woman giving 


one-half day every week to the work. 
The results of the efforts of four lay- 
men cooperating with the pastor were 
cumulative. The sermons grew more 
colorful and convincing, the congrega- 
tion enlarged and there was increased 
interest on the part of young people. 


Today there exists a more cooper- 
ative spirit among the members and 
all have an optimistic attitude toward 
the future. The treasurer no longer 
reports an annual deficit but instead, 
tells of current obligations met and of 
some progress made in reducing past 
due indebtedness. 


Here is a demonstration of the wide 
influence of the small group and con- 
firmation of the master’s promise that 


he is in the midst of those who un- 
selfishly work for him. 





Middlin’ Men of God 


(From page 18) 


in himself that surely he can 
claim no part of the credit. It will all 
belong to me’.”” Hudson Taylor then 
humbly added, with a gesture indicat- 
ing his shortness of stature, “I was 
willing to be that insignificant speci- 
men of humanity, through whom God 
could reveal his power.” When men 
are willing to do that, they will no 
longer be “middlin’ men of God,” be- 
cause then God will so fully possess 
them that his glory will be able to 
manifest itself completely. 
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An Evening With Modern Hymns 


HURCH MANAGEMENT has 

published a great many hymn 

services in the seventeen years 
of its life. But this is the first service 
based upon hymns written in our day. 
It may be news to many people that 
there is no closed period of hymn writ- 
ing. The preparation of this program 
has been made easy by the recently 
published volume Present Day Hymns 
and Why They Were Written by John 
Rarnes Pratt.* Much of the material 
is lifted bodily from that book. If your 
church has modern hymnals, you will 
find in them most of these hymns. 


To keep the modern theme through- 
out, the organ and choir selections have 
also been taken from modern authors 
and composers. 

Organ Prelude, “Where’er the Sun,” 


Invocation: Father of all Light, be 
near to us this evening as we bring our 
closing worship of the day. Teach us to 
appreciate the glorious things of the 
world about us. Show us how we may 
use the gifts of personality which thou 
hast showered upon us. Make us con- 
scious that the eternal voice is never 
silenced but is always speaking to the 
hearts of men. 

Hymn, “Take Thou Our Minds, Dear 
Lor cake e William Hiram Foulkes 
As this is a hymn service we will 

tell about the hymns as they are sung. 

This one was written by Dr. William 

Hiram Foulkes, Minister-Emeritus of 

First Presbyterian Church, Newark, 

New Jersey. It is selected as the open- 

ing hymn of our service because of its 

devotional atmosphere. It should aid 
in creating in us the right attitude for 
worship. Note that it is a prayer for 

a God-controlled life. 

Dr. Foulkes says of origin of this 
hymn: 

“For many years my summer home 
has been on the North Shore of lovely 
Long Island, in the peaceful village of 
Stony Brook. In the summer of 1918 
a young people’s conference was being 
held in Stony Brook. My duties took 
me back and forth, to and from the 
City practically every day. One morn- 
ing I was standing upon the railroad 
platform about to entrain for the Me- 
tropolis when my friend, Dr. Calvin 
H. Laufer—now of sainted memory, met 
me and said that a melody had been 
running through his mind, as one suit- 


able for a fresh devotional hymn, which 


“Present Day Hymns and Why They Were 
Written’’ by John Barnes Pratt. Copyright, 1940, 
by A. S, Barnes & Company, $1.00. All quota- 
tions from the book used by special permission. 





we both agreed was needed and might 
prove useful. 

“Dr. Laufer hummed the tune over 
to me once or twice and as it was 
rather simple, I readily caught its 
strains. As I rode into the City, with 
a pen and a bit of scratch paper, I 
wrote the first three stanzas of the 
hymn. That evening or the next day 
the young people sang it and seemed 
to like it. Ere long it was given more 
permanent form and it appeared with 
the tune caption, ‘Stony Brook.’ 


“Several years after at a young peo- 
ple’s conference in Blairstown, N. J., I 
was led to write the last stanza, which, 
as you may have noted, is a summary 
of the other three. There is one peculiar 
thing about the third stanza which I 
never noticed until a year or so ago. 
In that stanza, in the first line, I have 
reversed, in part, the order followed in 
the first three. ‘Minds, hearts and wills’ 
give the first three stanzas their 
themes. ‘Heart, mind and will’ give the 
summary in the last verse. Why I 
changed the order I do not know.” 

The hymn is sung to the tune com- 
posed by Dr. Laufer which has been 
changed to “Hall” and also to the tune 
of “Penitentia” composed by Edward 
Dearle in 1874. 

Take Thou our minds, dear Lord, we 
humbly pray; 
Give us the mind of Christ each passing 


day; 

Teach us to know the truth that sets 
us free; 

Grant us in all our thoughts to honor 
Thee. 


Take Thou our hearts, O Christ, they 
are Thine own; 

Come Thou within our souls and claim 
Thy throne; 

Help us to shed abroad Thy deathless 
love; 

Use us to make the earth like heaven 
above. 


Take Thou our wills, Most High! Hold 
Thou full sway; 

Have in our inmost souls Thy perfect 
way; 

Guard Thou each sacred hour from sel- 
fish ease; 

Guide Thou our ordered lives as Thou 
dost please. 


Take Thou ourselves, O Lord, heart, 
mind, and will; 

Through our surrendered souls Thy 
plans fulfill. 

We yield ourselves to Thee—time, 
talents, all; 

We hear, and henceforth heed, Thy 
sovereign call.1 

There are several ways in which we 
could continue our service. We could 
group the hymns around the names of 


1. By permission of Dr. Fiou!kes. 





the authors. Some of our best known 
clergymen are writers of hymns. Dr. 
Harry Emerson Fosdick, William Pier- 
son Merrill, James Gordon Gilkey, John 
Haynes Holmes are among those who 
might be mentioned. Others have writ- 
ten from the classroom of the theo- 
logical seminaries as is the case of 
Henry Hallam Tweedy and Earl Mar- 
lett. Among modern poets who have 
been hymn writers are John Oxenham, 
Thomas Curtis Clark and Grace Noll 
Crowell. And a good share of the 
authors are women. These would 
include Katherine Lee Bates, Eleanor 
Hull, Helen Thoburn and Elizabeth 
Wilson. But, tonight, we prefer to se- 
lect a few hymns which touch the vari- 
ous fields of human activity. The open- 
ing one is a hymn of personal consecra- 
tion. Next let us pass on to the field 
of social service. 


Hymns, “Young and Fearless 
PeOBNeres soa ss, 2 S. Ralph Harlow 


This hymn is vibrant with social 
passion. It cries out against unearned 
wealth and pleads for an _ equality 
among mankind. Mr. Harlow tells the 
story of its origin. 

“With my wife and children I was 
driving our old T model Ford from 
Poughkeepsie to Northampton. As we 
were driving into Pittsfield the opening 
words of this hymn began to run 
through my mind with the turning of 
the wheels. Line after line took form 
with no conscious effort on my part. 


“In Pittsfield we stopped for lunch 
and on the back of an old menu I 
wrote down the words of the hymn, 
almost exactly as it has been published 
in a dozen hymnals since. 


“Just beyond Pittsfield is a long hill. 
As we were climbing that hill we passed 
a man on the road looking very forlorn 
and tired. Hardly had we passed when 
my wife said, ‘If the words of that 
hymn have meaning for us ought we 
not to ask that man if he needs a 
ride?’ That thought was in my own 
mind and we turned back. The man 
was washing his feet in a small stream 
by the road-side. With eagerness he 
put on his socks and climbed into our 
small car. 

“Then he said an interesting thing, 
‘How strange that when you feel as 
though there was nothing more to live 
for God shows that you are not for- 
gotten.’ He told us of the weeks in 
which he had tramped seeking work, 
of his sick wife back in Boston. ‘That 
morning,’ he told us, ‘I sold my razor 
to get something to eat. When a man 






















































stops shaving his self-respect is gone.’ 

“We were able to bring some cheer 
to that man and sent him on to his 
wife with help and also a letter to a 
friend who could be of service to him. 
Always I think of that man in con- 
nection with the verse, ‘Stir up in us 
a protest against the greed of wealth, 
While men go crushed and hungry, who 
plead for work and health.’ 

“Yet it was that line which nearly 
wrecked the hymn. It was held to be 
‘too radical’.” 

It is sung to the tune of “Blair- 
gowrie” and, also, to “Lancashire.” 

O young and fearless Prophet 

Of ancient Galilee: 

Thy life is still a summons 

To serve humanity, ’ 

To make our thoughts and actions 

Less prone to please the crowd, 

To stand with humble courage 

For Truth with hearts uncowed. 


We marvel at the purpose 
That held Thee to Thy course, 
While ever on the hilltop 
Before Thee loomed the cross; 
Thy steadfast face set forward 
Where love and duty shone, 
While we betray so quickly 
And leave Thee there alone. 


Stir up in us a protest 

Against unearned wealth, 

While men go starved and hungry 
Who plead for work and health: 
Whose wives and little children 
Cry out for lack of bread, 

Who spent their years o’erweighted 
Beneath a gloomy dread. 


O help us stand unswerving 
Against war’s bloody way, 

Where hate and lust for falsehood 
Hold back Christ’s holy sway; 
Forbid false love of country, 

That blinds us to His call 

Who lifts above the nation 

The brotherhood of all. 


Create in us the splendor 
That dawns when hearts are kind, 
That knows not race nor station 

As boundaries of the mind; 

That learns to value beauty, 

In heart, or brain, or soul, — 

And longs to bind God’s children 

Into one perfect whole.? 

I am sure that after the singing of 
this challenging hymn that you will 
want to sit quietly while I read a few 
verses from the New Testament. After 
that I will use as a prayer a hymn, a 
hymn that is also found in this book 
of present day hymns. 

Scripture: Matthew 5: 1-16. 

Prayer: 

Lord God of hosts, whose purpose never 
swerving, 

Leads toward the day of Jesus Christ 
Thy Son; 

Grant us to march among Thy faithful 
legions, 

Armed with Thy courage, till the world 
is won. 


Strong Son of God, whose work was 
His that sent Thee, 


2. By permission of Prof. S. Ralph Harlow. 
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One with the Father, thought and deed 
and word, 

One make us all, true comrades in Thy 
service, 

And make us one in Thee with God 
the Lord. 


O Prince of Peace, Thou bringer of 
good tidings, 

Teach us to speak Thy word of hope 
and cheer, 

Rest for the soul, and strength for all 
man’s striving, 

Light for the path of life, and God 
brought near. 


Lord God, whose grace has called us 
to Thy service, 

How good Thy thoughts toward us, 
how great their sum! 

We work with Thee, we go where Thou 
wilt lead us, 

Until in all the earth Thy kingdom 
come, 

Amen. 

This hymn was written by Shepherd 
Knapp while he was the assistant min- 
ister of the Brick Presbyterian Church, 
New York City.3 
Offertory, “Saviour, Breathe an Eve- 

ning Biessing.. 2... 2 C. Huerter 
Hymn, “In Christ There is No East 

or West”____________John Oxenham 

In our program of hymns we need 
one which is dedicated to the indivisible, 
the ecumenical or Catholic Church. 
There are several we might have se- 
lected but this one by the British poet, 
John Oxenham. It was originally used 
in a missionary pageant but its im- 
plications are much greater than for- 
eign missionary work. It breathes the 
spirit of unity. It is usually sung to 
the tune of St. Peter. 

In Christ there is no East or West 
In Him no South or North; 

But one great Fellowship of Love 
Throughout the whole wide earth. 


By permission of Rev. Shepherd Knapp. 


In Him shall true hearts ev’rywhere 
Their high communion find; 

His service is the golden cord 

Close binding all mankind. 


Join hands then, brothers of the faith, 
Whate’er your race may be. 

Who serves my Father as a son 

Is surely kin to me. 


In Christ now meet both East and West, 
In Him meet South and North; 

All Christly souls are one in Him 
Throughout the whole wide earth.4 

Christian Missions have always been 
the inspiration of the hymn writers. 
If I could name them you would recog- 
nize your favorites. Among them are 
“Hail to the brightness of Zion’s Glad 
morning,” “‘We’ve a Story to Tell to 
the Nations,” “Fling Out the Banner, 
Let it Float,” “Jesus Shall Reign 
Where’er the Sun,” etc. There are many 
of them. The subject of missions still 
continues to inspire the hymn writers. 

Henry Hallam Tweedy of Yale Di- 
vinity School is the author of many 
hymns. I have selected one of his for 
the missionary hymn in this program. 
He says of it: 

“Like my hymn of prayer, this was 
called forth by another challenge, this 
time from the Hymn Society, to pro- 
duce new missionary hymns. In 1929 
on a long day’s ride on a train, if | 
remember rightly, the first draft of the 
hymn was written, and later it was 
revised in my study. Once more I was 
gratified to learn that this hymn had 
been well received—the Committee 
having given it the first award. The 
tune which I had in mind was “Mater- 
na,” though it has been admirably se 
by Rhys Davis, whose tune, ‘Sarah,’ 


4. From “Bees in Amber” by _ permission 
American Tract Society, owners of the copyright! 
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in the contest for its setting was 
awarded the first prize.” | 
Hymn: “Eternal God, Whose Power | 
Upholds’”’____- Henry Hallam Tweedy | 

| 


Eternal God, whose power upholds 
Both flower and flaming star, | 
To whom there is no here nor there, | 
No time, no near nor far, 

No alien race, no foreign shore, 

No child unsought, unknown, 

O send us forth, Thy prophets true, 
To make all lands Thine own! 


O God of love, whose spirit wakes 

In ev’ry human breast, 

Whom love, and love alone, can know, 
In whom all hearts find rest, 

Help us to spread Thy gracious reign 
Till greed and hate shall cease, 

And kindness dwell in human hearts, 
And all the earth find peace! 





O God of truth, whom science seeks 
And reverent souls adore, 

Who lightest ev’ry earnest mind 

Of ev’ry clime and shore, | 
Dispel the gloom of error’s night, | 
Of ignorance and fear, | 
Until true wisdom from above | 
Shall make life’s pathway clear! 


O God of beauty, oft revealed 

In dreams of human art, 

In speech that flows to melody, 
In holiness of heart; 

Teach us to ban all ugliness 
That blinds our eyes to Thee, 
Till all shall know the loveliness 
Of lives made fair and free. 


O God of righteousness and grace, 
Seen in the Christ, Thy Son, 
Whose life and death reveal Thy face, | 
By whom Thy will was done, | 
Inspire Thy heralds of good news, 
To live Thy life divine, 
Till Christ is formed in all mankind, | 
And ev’ry land is Thine!5 | 


Two more themes come to mind. We 
should have hymns to meet these be- | 
fore the close of service of modern 
hymns. The first is that of personal 
immortality. This has always been the 
subject for singers and poets. For im- 
mortality we will take a hymn by Allen 
Eastman Cross. He says: | 

“Immortality was something to sing 
rather than to prove. It was an emo- 
tional insight at the top of my life. 
When I have been most totally alive, 
when my mind has been most strongly 
functioning, with the clearest and most 
rapturous visibility, death has seemed | 
incredible. 

“T could not deny the most real and 
luminous self. Hymn-poems may be 
thought of as our record of our high 
peaks of joy and deep canyons of sor- | 
row. This hymn may be an attempt at 
such a record. In spite of uttermost 
personal grief, there came to me in 
the summer of 1917 this resurgence 
of reality.” 

Hymn, “Mount Up With Wings as 
Eagles”_______ Allen Eastman Cross | 
Mount up with wings as eagles, 
Ye lovers of the sky; 





>. Copyright, 1929, by The Hymn Society. Used 
by permission, 
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Your bourne is in the zenith— 
It is not death to die! 


Tis life and light and freedom— 
The skylark’s glad release, 

The ecstasy of singing, 

The rapture of God’s peace! 


Fear not the silent spaces, 
Dread not the starry road, 
But greet the morn with music, 
And meet the dark with God.6 


For the closing hymn I have taken 
the subject of patriotism and religious 
faith. The temptation is strong to take 
the hymn by Katherine Lee Bate, “O 
Beautiful for Spacious Skies.” But that 
will have to come another time. To- 
night I want to sing the hymn by Wil- 
liam G. Ballantine, “God Save America, 
New World of Glory.” While the clouds 
of darkness and war are all about us 
this hymn makes a most profound im- 
pression on our hearts. Who was Wil- 
liam Ballantine? The following from 
the bulletin of the Springfield (Massa- 
chusetts) library is informing. 


“One cannot read of a life that has 
spanned nearly ninety years without 
realizing that the man who lived it has 
seen a world remade. It is indeed a 
happy thing when he has been able to 
adjust himself to changing ideas and 
ideals and to find enthralling interest 
in the ever-varying spectacle of life 
around him. Such a man was the late 
Dr. Ballantine of Springfield, a record 
of whose gallant and inspiring career 
has been prepared by his children. He 
was essentially a scholar and, for the 
greater part of his long life, a teacher. 
From 1891 to 1896 he was president 
of Oberlin College, but Springfield will 
remember him for his years of service 
to the Y. M. C. A. College here. He 
joined this institution when it was 
doing pioneer work in the training of 
Y. M. C. A. secretaries and his in- 
fluence on its development was very 
strong. Graduated from Union Theo- 
logical Seminary in the orthodox days 
of 1872, as he grew older and his 
theological views became more liberal, 
he had a hard struggle to win support 
for them. Today these views are quite 
generally accepted in the religious 
world. His interests were wide. He 
was well versed not only in Latin, 
Greek, and Hebrew, but also in German, 
French and Italian. He was a nature- 
lover, fond of travel, and a discriminat- 
ing reader. But what most impressed 
itself on his friends was his charming 
personality. It is interesting to note 
at this particular time that while a 
strong advocate of peace, he was not 
a pacifist. ‘War is dreadful,’ he wrote, 
‘but there are things worse than wounds 
and death. Slavery is worse. The de- 
struction of the institutions of civiliza- 


’ 9? 


tion is worse’. 


6. By permission of Dr. Allen Eastman Cross. 
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Ministers on the Air 


Practical Suggestions for Religious Broadcasts 


ly Richard k. Morten” 


LERGYMEN in many parts of 
the country today are called upon 
frequently to speak or conduct 

programs over the air. Local conditions 
and requirements vary, but out of ac- 
tual experience certain hints have come 
to be of value to many. 

In my own field we have four radio 
stations available, all of which use 
programs of morning devotions and 
other religious periods. Few men, of 
course, are called upon to broadcast 
over networks of any extent or to do 
unusual programs, but we find’ that it 
is highly important to know something 
of what is expected in the matter of 
morning devotions and similar periods. 

From experience both in this state 
and in Massachusetts, I find that the 
men commonly do not properly respect 
the task that is theirs. Busy and 
pushed, they let this go to the last and 
madly pick it up from somewhere, 
usually an old sermon, and do not adapt 
it to its situation. In a letter which 
our Rhode Island committee has drawn 
up as suggestions to our broadcasters, 
we are urging this point strongly. Here 
we do it under the Council of Churches, 
and this group does not want just any 
old thing to go out under its name. 
All these programs have at times 
amazing coverage and reach a wide va- 
riety of people, and this is an important 
part of any man’s ministry to his com- 
munity. Respect for the task will make 
for greater success in it. 

Perhaps this lack of respect for the 
task either causes or is caused by a 


*Religious editor, 
Journal. 


Providence, Rhode Island, 


failure to understand the task. I have 
had some men come to me and say: 
What are you supposed to do? Usually, 
large freedom is allowed as to the form, 
but regularly an invocation, prayer, 
message and benediction are used, and 
sometimes a scripture passage. 

The officiating clergyman is not ex- 
pected simply to deliver a moralistic 
and inspiring message. He is expected 
to know that all sorts of people are 
listening—many of them non-church- 
goers. There are people just getting 
to bed from working on night shifts, 
young people just getting out for school 
or college, housewives who have just 
seen husbands off for work, elderly, 
sick, dependent, discouraged and crip- 
pled people, who look to this program 
with desperate earnestness and hope. 

Most often, I think, the men do not 
keep well enough in mind the make-up 
of their audience, and what will help 
them most. They do not choose their 
music with sufficient care, and many 
offend by using musical talent that is 
below standard. This hurts both the 
individual program and the general 
cause. It is poor policy to try to please 
someone in your parish by getting him 
or her on the air when that person is 
not deserving of the honor. 

The task also involves the use of such 
illustrations as will attract people not 
ordinarily drawn to religious programs; 
a bright and friendly voice, with good 
enunciation and volume and with the 
minimum of stiffness and formality; 
and an effort to hit a timely and hu- 
man theme. 

A man can easily defeat his own 





Hymn, “God Save America, New World 
of Glery......... William G. Ballantine 
(Tune: Russian Hymn) 
God save America! New world of glory, 
New-born to freedom and knowledge 
and power 
Lifting the towers of her lightning-lit 
cities 
Where the flood tides of humanity roar! 


God save America! Here may all races 

Mingle together as children of God, 

Founding an empire on brotherly kind- 
ness, 

Equal in liberty, made of one blood! 


God save America! Brotherhood banish 

Wail of the worker and curse of the 
crushed; 

Joy break in songs from her jubilant 
millions, 

Hailing the day when all discords are 


hush’d! 


God save America! Bearing the olive, 

Hers be the blessing the peace-makers 
prove, 

Calling the nations to glad federation, 

Leading the world in the triumph of 


love! 
God save America! ’Mid all her 
splendors, 


Save her from pride and from luxury; 

Throne in her heart the unseen and 
eternal; 

Right be her might and the truth make 
her free!7 


So we leave our hymns but not with- 
out a prayer of thanks. 
Prayer and Benediction 
Organ Postlude: “Tocacca’’____-_--- 
Rares ad eh Sa Menke ee James H. Rogers 


7. By permission of Mrs. H. E. Allen, daughter 
of Dr. Ballantine. 
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“‘New Listening Ease for 
My Congregation... 
New i Spann Ease 








RCA Victor Sound System for Churches 


combines high quality—low cost 


Bb pees two things you’ve wanted are now 
yours—with RCA Victor Golden Voice 
sound. Speaking ease for yourself, listening 
ease for your congregation. 

An RCA Victor Sound System in your 
church puts an end to voice strain. With it 
you can speak in natural tones with complete 
confidence that your audience will hear you 
clearly-—no matter where they are seated in 


the church! 
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purpose if he is polemical or unbroth- 
erly or stiffly theological. What is 
needed for the programs is something 
to increase hope and courage to draw 
people together; to foster all commu- 
nity efforts for religion; and to em- 
phasize the great truths we all go by. 

A third consideration, which might 
well have come first, has to do with 
preparation for the task. It is well 
for a man to keep a notebook for use in 
radio work, so that he does not have 
to force himself at the last minute to 
get something. He needs to practice 
to time his words, to know how many 
words he gets on a typewritten page, 
and to secure a varied and colorful 
voice (not that dead, flat, stilted, nerv- 
ous type). 

By all means let a man type out in 
full what he is to say and have also an 
order of service for his program. If 
you “ad lib” keep your place and also 
stand where you can see the studio 
clock. As a courtesy, too, be sure that 
the names of any assisting you are 
given twice. Be at the studio 15 min- 
utes before time to go on the air, and 
decide which is better for you, to 
stand or be seated while broadcasting. 
Understand thoroughly with any as- 
sistants or with the announcer any 
signals or instructions which may be 
required after the program is on the 


air. Do not make too many purely lo- 
cal references in the remarks, for peo- 
ple outside your area will neither know 
nor care about these. 

It is preferable to have all your ma- 
terial on the same size paper and 
properly numbered—if you try to jug. 
gle various shapes and sizes, you will 
easily drop some or be puzzled, when 
on the air, as to where some of it is, 
or when it is supposed to be used. 

Time your script carefully, if pos- 
sible. If you do not do this, have some 
passages well in mind which may easily 
be deleted or changed, without ruining 
the thought. Do not arbitrarily crowd 
your music or assistants. Don’t take 
time belonging to them. They won’t 
like it—and your audience’ won’t 
either! 

Put your name and position on a 
separate slip of paper for the an- 
nouncer, and give him any other data 
required. 

Do not feel that you have to raise 
your voice above its normal tone. 

Having prepared in this way and 
other ways, then execute your task 
carefully and enthusiastically. Don’t 
try it if you have a heavy cold. If 
you are unable to be there, notify the 
station as soon as _ possible. 

If you. are to speak on programs 
other than morning devotions, similar 


cautions apply. We all need to watch 
out for high-sounding, technical lan- 
guage and for a stilted voice. Early 
morning, noon, and supper time are 
the best periods to broadcast, if you 
can get them. Wherever there is no 
organization to sponsor them, try your- 
self to get time to note special days 
and events, and draw in other clergy if 
possible. Use the air as much as you 
can to proclaim the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, and make that ministry just as 
important as any other. 





WEIGHTS MAY BE WINGS 


The old legend about the birds pro- 
vides for us a parable which uniquely 
illustrates the lift in religion’s load. 
When the birds were created they had 
little burdens upon their backs. Look- 
ing about they discovered that the oth- 
er creatures were not compelled to 
carry such loads. They complained to 
the Creator, but the burdens remained. 
Indeed, the burdens became heavier as 
they grew. But at last they blossomed 
into feathered wings. One day the 
wind caught the wings and lifted the 
birds up into the blue of God’s heavens. 
What seemed weights were really 
wings. From Js This Religion? By 
Frank B. Fagerburg; The Judson 
Press. 
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The Simplicity of the Shepherds 


A Christmas Sermon 


by Ralph VU. Gilbert * 


And the shepherds returned . 
praising God.—Luke 2:20. 

T has been aptly remarked that we 

need a Society for the Prevention 

of Cruelty to Words. And the word, 
“simple,” is an illustration in point. It 
is a good old English word which has 
been grossly abused. Coming to us 
from the Latin (sine plica, i. e. “without 
a fold”), it had the original meaning 
of “being free from disguise.” The boy, 
Jesus was spoken of, by an old English 
writer as a “simple boy.” Unfortunate- 
ly we have made this good, solid word 
to mean something less than normal, 
mentally. And along with this, we have 
come to believe that the deep things 
of God are not for those of child-like 
mind but only for the erudite and the 
great. The incident of the part the 
shepherds played in the drama of that 
first Christmas Eve should do much to 
restore this word to its former mean- 
ing and to teach us that the simple 
people and the simple experiences of 
life are preeminently worth while. 

Let us travel back over the centuries 
to the moors of Bethlehem, and notice 
those shepherds. It is late. They have 
spent the evening in eating their frugal 
fare; in telling tales to relieve the 
tedium of their life. The camp-fire is 
burning low and they are wrapping 
themselves in their blankets preparing 
to sleep. Darkness comes apace; the 
stars shine brightly in the crisp air; a 
few dull, red embers glow. All is silent, 
all is still. Then suddenly, “an angel 
of the Lord stood by them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone round about 
them... ” (vs. 9); and the startling 
news is vouchsafed them that the long- 
waited Messiah is born this very night, 
in the little town of Bethlehem, only 
a few miles away. Then comes the 
burst of heavenly music as heaven’s 
splendid choir chants the first Christ- 
mas song, “Glory to God in the high- 
est” (vs. 14). Then it is all over. Rub- 
bing their sleep-filled eyes they see 
only the dull glow of the fire, the 
piercing stars; feel the sharp night air. 
The world looks very much as it al- 
ways did. What did it all mean? Was 
it a dream, an hallucination? 

Here we come to the parting of the 
ways, as it were; here is the continental 
divide that separates these shepherds 
from many others of their kind. Here 


*Minister, First Presbyterian Church, Fremont, 
Nebraska. 
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is the beginning of the blessings made 
possible by their simplicity. First of 
all, we see their simple belief. 

Had they been really clever, these 
simple shepherds could easily have 
persuaded themselves that it was all 
a dream. Things like this, it might 
well have been argued, just do not hap- 
pen in this hard, practical world of 
ours. Maybe other people have been 
visited by angels; maybe others have 
heard heavenly music; but that it 
should happen to us, out here in the 
dark hills of Bethlehem, is impossible. 

It is an old argument and a plausible 
one. And it has a fatal result: people 
who think thus defraud themselves of 
the most glorious experiences of life. 
They never escape from a humdrum 
world because they block every avenue 
of escape. In his essay on Shelley, the 
poet Francis Thompson speaks of all 
such as being “condemned to life!” A 
dull, drab life that has in it no sparkle 
of the unexpected and no glow of the 
supernatural. In the Old Testament (2 
Kings 7) we have the record of one 
such. He was a captain in the Hebrew 
army. Samaria was invested with a 
pitiless siege. There was no food, and 
the deprivations of the people are ter- 
rible to read about. Then one day, out 
of a clear sky, the prophet of God said: 
“Tomorrow about this time shall a 
measure of the fine flour be sold for 
a shekel, and two measures of barley 
for a shekel, in the gate of Samaria.” 
Did this man believe? Certainly not; 


he was too practical. He knew what 
this crazy old prophet apparently did 
not know, that such miracles just didn’t 
happen in this world. With a sneer he 
said, “Behold, if Jehovah should make 
windows in heaven, might this thing 
be.” And the reply of Elisha contains 
an eternal truth: “Behold, thou shalt 
see it with thine eyes but shalt not eat 
thereof!” 

Let us consider the shepherds by way 
of contrast. In their simplicity they be- 
lieved the phenomenon to be what it 
appeared to be. And in their simplicity 
they decided to test it: “And it came 
to pass when the angels went away 
from them ... the shepherds said... . 
Let us now go even unto Bethlehem 
and see this thing .. .” (vs. 15). There 
you have it—the utter simplicity of the 
matter which also happens to be the 
utter common sense of the matter. 
God’s angels had come to them in 
radiant glory and had told them that in 
Bethlehem, a few miles away, a babe 
had been born. And very peculiarly 


too, because it was “lying in a manger.” 


That made it different from any new- 
born babe in all the world. What more 
natural, what more practical than to 
gird up one’s loins and walk across the 
hills and test the matter out? 

Exactly. And nothing so pleases God 
as to put him to a test. And the simpler 
the test, the better. “O taste and see 
that Jehovah is good” cries the Psalm- 
ist (Ps. 34:8): “Prove me now here- 
with .. .” pleads God (Mal. 3:10). Yet 
there are many souls, in all ages, who 
have persisted in going about this mat- 
ter the hardest possible way. In one 
of his historical books, Phillip Guedalls 
tells of a time in the Revolutionary 
War (in the summer of 1777) when the 
British Gen. Howe, with 17,000 troops, 
had an opportunity to crush Washing- 
ton and his ragged army of Con- 
tinentals and so end the war. It could 
have been done by the simple expedient 
of marching against Gen. Washington, 
who was only a few miles away, and 
giving battle. But, says Mr. Guedalla 
a general must always think in terms 
of “grand strategy”; such simplicity 
is beneath him. So, pursuing a policy 
of grand strategy, Lord Howe marched 
his army on board ships and sailed 
from New York into Chesapeake Bay 
in order to effect a grand encircling 
movement. It required weeks to ac- 
complish and utterly failed because the 
gallant Washington gathered his little 
army and slipped away. 

By a strange chance this very matter 
is illustrated by another group that 
was seeking the new-born Messiah, 
namely the Wise-men. These men, al- 
though sincere, were savants§ ac- 
customed to finding truth by means of 
labored formula and elaborate syl- 
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logism. They were so busy watching 
the Star that they lost it and, as a 
result, quite lost their way. Truly, for 
them, “hard was the way to Bethlehem” 
and not without danger. They sought 
the Christ thru the gateway of the 
sciences and indeed, he may so be found. 
But the shepherds found him the 
easiest way. And having found him, 
theirs was a simple worship. 

We cast no scorn upon those who 
worship their Lord by means of elab- 
orate ritual; who discern him best in 
an environment of Gothic arches and 
stained-glass windows; who lay at his 
feet the most fragrant myrrh and the 
treasures of gold. These things, verily, 
have their place in the scheme of 
things. But we do point out that the 
simple worship of these rustic shep- 
herds also has a place. We wish to 
point out—and we would fain shout it 
from the house-tops—that we find God 
not because of our gifts and advantages 
and opportunities, but solely because 
of the way we make use of them. The 
Magi were learned and wealthy men; 
and they used their learning and 
wealth in finding Christ and worship- 
ping him. Nearby Jerusalem was filled 
with wealthy and learned people who 
did not find the Christ-child—that 
night, nor any night thereafter. “Not 


many wise... not many mighty, not 








many noble are called”—so wrote St. 
Paul many years afterwards (1 Cor. 
1:26). 

We labor this point because, in- 
credible as it seems there are always 
those who say, “I cannot come to 
Church, I cannot take part in the wor- 
ship of God because I possess no gold 
to give; I wear but poor raiment; I 
have no book-learning.” To all such 
we commend the example of the shep- 
herds; they came ‘as they were,’ and 
worshipped the Christ with what they 
had. Finally, we observe their simple 
humility. 

Having believed what they saw and 
acted on their belief, they went to 
Bethlehem. “And they ... found... 
the babe lying in the manger” (vs. 16). 
In other words, they found what they 
expected to find. And that’s an im- 
portant point. The man who sets out 
to find God, convinced at the start that 
there is no God or that God cannot be 
found by any finite being, will never 


find God. “If any man willeth to do his © 


will, he shall know .. .” says St. John 
(7:17). And, possibly, this was in the 
mind of one who declared: “With faith 
it is impossible to be well-pleasing unto 
him,” i. e. God (Heb. 11:6). 


and verified it by visiting the manger- 
cradle, “they returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all the things they 
had heard and seen .. .” (vs. 20). Hav- 
ing been permitted to see that which 
“kings and prophets desired to see” 
(Luke 10:24) these simple-minded 
shepherds went back to the familiar 
hills and resumed their familiar work 
of keeping their sheep. No “delusions 
of grandeur” obsessed them and filled 
them with distaste for the lowly routine 
of life. Most certainly there are times 
and occasions when God calls men and 
women to drop their work and travel 
to some far-off Ninevah “and preach 
unto it the preaching I bid thee” (Jonah 
3:2). But, for the most part, the very 
health of the world depends upon the 
great mass of lowly folk who having 
been vouchsafed a vision of the Inef- 
fable, go back to their daily work. But 
who go back with a new joy and glad- 
ness because of what “they had heard 
and seen.” 





What particularly interests us about | 
these shepherds is that, having seen | 


the angels and heard the good news | 
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AUSTIN ORGANS, Inc. 
Hartford, Conn. 
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A Christmas I Shall Never Forget 
by Adam A. Hunter” 


HE year was 1918 and the scene 

an old chateau in northern France. 

Thirty-five chaplains of the Ameri- 
can Expeditionary Force were housed 
there. They had been detached from 
their units and were awaiting new as- 
signments to the base ports and the 
army of occupation. 

As Christmas drew near some of the 
men proposed that we have a Christ- 
mas party for the people of three ad- 
joining villages. All agreed and we 
went to work with a will. A stately 
tree was cut from a nearby forest. It 
was set up in the great room of the 
chateau. Decorations, toys, dolls, candy, 
and food were secured from a city 
some distance away and the Christmas 
tree became a thing of beauty. 

Before dawn on Christmas morning, 
fifteen of us tramped through the quiet 
countryside and sang Christmas carols 
outside of the peasants’ cottages. As 
we sang, “O Little Town of Bethle- 
hem,” it seemed that the star that led 
the wise men was shining directly over- 
head and we could see Paris, Berlin 
and New York gathered all above. We 
felt at that time ravished above earth 

* Minister, First Methodist Church, Ashland, 


Ohio. During the first World War, chaplain of 
337th Tank Corps Battalion, A. E. F. 


and possessed joys not known at our 
birth. 


Seventy boys and girls arrived at the 
chateau at two o’clock. When the 
great doors were thrown open and we 
saw the faces of our little guests and 
heard their exclamations of wonder and 
delight, our cup of joy was filled to 
overflowing. After four years of pri- 
vation and want they were experienc- 
ing Christmas. We thought of Mase- 
field’s lines: 

“He who gives a child a treat 

Rings joybells in heaven’s street; 

And he who gives a child a home, 

Builds palaces in Kingdom come.” 

Gifts of food were distributed to the 
parents and, at evening, we sat down 
to our Christmas dinner under the light 
of two coal oil lamps. I do not remem- 
ber much about the food. What stands 
out in vivid recollection is that when 
a visiting officer gave thanks he seemed 
to use the language of the golden age. 


None of us had received a Christmas 
present but we ate our meat with 
gladness of heart, praising God and 
rejoicing in the knowledge that it is 
more blessed to give than to receive. 
That milestone on one man’s road has 
become everlastingly memorable. 





The Nativity in 


HERE is so much material avail- 
able that any church can with a 
little thought develop an original 
program of music and story suitable 
to the occasion. The following, given 
in the Grosse Pointe Memorial Church, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan, is a 
splendid pattern: 
CAL, TO WORSHIP .......<t Chimes 
ORGAN PRELUDE — Silent Night 
ee ee Kreckel 
CAROL—Silent Night (back stage)- 
Se a ee eee Combined Choirs 
INVOCATION 
CAROL—Gesu Bambino ____-_-_-_-- 
ee Cee Treble Clef Singers 
CAROL—There’s a Song in the Air 
i ee cas ae ae Boys’ Choir 
ANTHEM—tThe Christmas Story_-- 
.._.Double Quartet and Girls’ Choir 
CAROL—O Come and See______--_- 
heat Bhar ER Girls’ and Boys’ Choirs 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN—O Little 
Town of Bethlehem_-_-_-_-_ Girls’ Choir 
TRUMPETS—Hark the Herald An- 
is: BAP i cciund Angel Trumpeters 








Story and Song 


READING—Angels from the Realms 
of Glory 

TRUMPETS—Hark the Herald An- 
gels Sing__-_-_-- Angel Trumpeters 

READING—tThe Prophecy 

BARITONE SOLO—The People Have 
Seen a Great Light 

SOPRANO SOLO—Ave Maria 

READING—The Annunciation 

CONTRALTO SOLO—My Soul Doth 
Magnify the Lord 

READING—No Room in the Inn 

TENOR SOLO—No Candle There Was 
and No Fire 

READING—The Shepherd’s Story 

HYMN—While Shepherds Watched 
Their Flocks............ Girls’ Choir 

READING—And Suddenly There Was 
With the Angels 

CHORAL RESPONSE —Glory _ to 
God in the Highest_____ Girls’ Choir 

READING—Meeting of the Wise .Men 

BASS and TENOR SOLOS—We Three 
Kings of Orient Are 

CONTRALTO SOLO—Sleep, My Little 
Jesus, Sleep 











CAROL—Away in the Manger-_-_-_-_ 
ET eae eee Boys’ Choir 

READING—Coming of the Shepherds 
and Wise Men 

HYMN—O Come, All Ye Faithful__ 
Fn et Combined Choirs 

READING—For God So Loved the 
World 

READING—Come Unto Me 


PRAYER 
CHORAL RESPONSE — Hear Our 
Prayer, © tand...ccsus Girls’ Choir 


RECESSIONAL — Light of the 
World, We Hail Thee___Girls’ Choir 

BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE — O Holy 
Child of Bethlehem____Girls’ Choir 

ORGAN POSTLUDE Christmas 
said eeiiiaala lati aibdiieth tmakions conte Ty esticts Malling 


Yuletide Over There 

The Lake Avenue Baptist Church, 
Rochester, New York, gave an his- 
torical development to its White Gift 
Service. Here is the way it appeared. 
Christmas Eve in Ellen’s Home 
Christmas of the Ancients 
Christmas of the Peasantry in France 

Carol: “Bring the Torch, Jeanette, 

of Re Old French 
Christmas in Spain 

Carol: “The Three Kings”______ 

pe ee a i ae a Old Catalan 
Christmas in Russia 

Carol: “Carol of the Russian Chil- 

Rie? See From White Russia 
Christmas in Germany 

Carol: “O Hemlock Tree”_______ 

a a car at Old German Folk Song 
Christmas in Italy 

Carol: “Song of the Bag-Pipers” 

Sa eS eee Oe ane Oa Neopolitan 
Christmas in England 

Carol: “God Rest Ye, Merry Gen- 

memen” ...._._.. 5 Traditional English 
Procession of the Refugees 








A CHILD’S CHRISTMAS WISH 
I wish that I had been a child 
In Bethlehem that night; 
I wish I had been wakened by 
A great star’s silver light. 
I would have tiptoed out, I think, 
To where the Christ-child lay 
All safe and warm within his bed 
Of coarse, sweet-smelling hay. 


I wish I could have been there first, 
Before the shepherds were; 

I wish that Mary had looked up 
And beckoned me to her; 

Had let me touch his little hands, 
And hold his little feet . . 

That would have been so wonderful, 
That would have been so sweet! 


Grace Noll Crowell 
in The Sentinel. 
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FOR NEW YEAR’S DAY 
The New Year shall be as all years 


| 
| 














ToMakeCHRISTMAS 
JOYOUS In I94 I 


Presbyterian Book Stores are full of the things you 
need to make the Christmas program and the gift- 
giving season successful for 1941. Books and Bibles, 
Christmas plays, greeting cards in variety, wrap- 
pings, gift jewelry—all are available for your shop-— 
ping convenience. Send at once for a free Christmas 
Gift Catalog. 


RELIGIOUS WORKERS’ CARDS 
Beautifully designed Scripture text folders printed 


on fine white stock and reproduced in richcolors. Size, 4x5 inches. $2.50 a hundred. 


SAD131. French fold; showing manger scene. 
SAD110. The Wise Men in star design. 


FOR CHRISTMAS MESSAGES 


SAD41. 35 cents a dozen; $2.75 a hundred. Pastors and church workers will want 


a supply of this adaptable folder. After the message 





have been— 

So many hours of life, the storm and 
sun 

Following rain, a new day’s work be- | 
gun; 

Rest in the noontime for a while, and 
then 

Working till dark; the cheer of candle 
light 

When children dream beside the hearth; | 
the tread 

Of little feet, that climb the stairs to 
bed; 

A time of clean, sweet rest until the 
night 

Crumbles in daylight; waking glad and 
strong 

To share life’s burdens; greeting with 
a cheer 


The call to labor in the fields, the clear 
Blue skyline. Dearest, we shall march 


along 

This year as in all years; the strength 
we need 

Is just the same good courage, faith, 
and love 

We’ve always had, the heart to look 
above 

When we are weary, and the will to 
lead 

Our children, gently, in the paths of 
right. 


There is no magic in a day or night 
The heart’s own secret is to | 


Or year. 
give | 

Each hour the best we have, and nobly 
live. 


Philip Jerome Cleveland 
in Household Magazine 





A NEW YEAR’S PRAYER 
O God, our refuge in the past, 
Protect Thy sons today, 
For dangers close on blessings press— 
We tremble while we pray; 
God, keep from vanity and greed 
Our people’s land, with peace 
indeed. 


Man’s foot was set upon the earth; 
Not satisfied was he; 
He sought dominion of the air, 
And triumph o’er the sea; 
O, may we use our powers aright, 
And glorify our new-found might. 


Lord, fill the hearts of men with love, 
To cherish, not to kill; 
Our stubborn minds to sanctify 
In friendship and good will; 
God, grant we stamp out war and 
strife, 
To consecrate the nation’s life. 


Julia De Wolf Addison 
in The Churchman, 








EEG 

| has been written and signed, the folder forms its own 
envelope. Maratta’s Holy Family is the colorful 
illustration. 


PROGRAM FOLDER 


SAE23. Illustrated. $1.50 a hundred; $6.00 for 500: 
$10.00 a thousand. A folder exceptionally beautiful. 
Colors are delicate yet warm; reproduction is soft 
and glowing. An unusual treatment of the famous 
scene. 


THE WESTMINSTER PRESS 


PHILADELPHIA........... Witherspoon Building 
ee 156 Fifth Avenue 
og | ee Granite Building 
Sg, ee eee 8 South Dearborn Street 
LOS ANGELES......... 311 South Spring Street 























[w= MAIL COUPON TODAYS???" 

PROPAGANDA THAT PAYS H C.M. 
Please send me full information on the an- 
Rey. A. B. Baez conducts two Spanish Sun nuity pian of the American Tract Society. It 


day schools, and edits the Society’s Spanish 
periodical, MANZANAS DE ORO, with a cir- 
culation of nineteen thousand. This publica- 
tion does its part to bring the United States 
and the Republics of South America nearer 
together. 
dren and 
counteracts the 
attitude of adults. 
Christian 
share in this work. 


PAYS UP 10 7% 


The Annuity Bond is a safe, sound and profit- 
able investment, especially for the stewards of 
the Lord’s money who plan to set apart a por- 
tion for His use but who need the income for 
themselves or dependents. These Annuity Bonds 
are issued to persons of any age—at any time— 
and for any sum of one hundred dollars or more. 


is understood that this request places me under 
no obligation. 


MRS 2.6 aii we cvelnds denda Set Pe aeiduees weaee ee ke 


It is read eagerly by Spanish chil- 
adults; loaned to neighbors, it City 
atheistic and communistic . 
Often it is the only 


Annuitants I AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY 


I 21 West 46th Street New York, N. Y. 





material available. 
































» GOWNS or 


CHOIR ROBES - - $3.00 Up CHOIR 


COTRELL and LEONARD, Ine. 


Established 1832 
398 BROADWAY ALBANY, N. Y. 


AND LARGEST MANUFACTURER 





AMERICA’S OLDEST 
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14 Beacon Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 








Worth Waiting For - Ready Christmas Week 1941 


A New Inexpensive Hymnbook 
For Churches and Church Schools 


New Worship and 


TWO BEAUTIFUL BINDINGS 


With Title and Cross in Gold 
Only 35 cents a copy in quantities 


Heavy Paper Cover in Rich Oriental Red 
With Title and Cross in Contrasting Color 
Only 20 cents a copy in quantities 


Transportation charges extra 


Send for a sample copy if your church, church school or young 
people’s society needs a new, high-grade, inexpensive hymnbook. 


The Pilgrim Press 


Song 


Over 180 Hymns 


Twenty-Five Pages of 
Worship Material 


Globella Red Cloth 


Single copy, 40 cents 


Single copy, 25 cents 


19 S. LaSalle Street 
Chicago, lilinois 























City Adopts Church Towertone 
by, M. R. Robinson" 


The church installed radio amplication. But the community 
adopted the system. It was used to send out the music from the 


high school glee club and band, 


the health officer, broadcasting 
tuting for a pipe organ. Such 


HILE the amplifiers in Culver, 

Indiana, are located in the 

Methodist church of which 
Frank L. Hovis is the pastor, and were 
installed primarily to play the usual 
chime selections, their use has been 
broadened until the outfit has become 
a community institution. The chimes 
as installed by Rangertone, Inc., of 
Newark, New Jersey, consisted of an 
automatic record player, two power 
booster units, four amplifiers in the 
church tower, and outlet into the church 
auditorium, and two microphones. 


The Culver church does not have a 
pipe organ so recordings of prominent 
organists are played for the offertory, 
and visitors have not been able to de- 
tect that the music was coming from 
the speaker in the back of the room. 

During each church service a micro- 
phone is placed through an opening in 
the ceiling at the rear of the audi- 


The Culver Citizen,”’ Culver, Indiana. 


*Editor 


to spread the announcement of 
of Christmas music and substi- 
versatility deserves publication. 


torium and the anthem is sent out over 
the tower amplifiers. The final hymn 
is also broadcast the same way. Shut- 
ins and elderly people unable to at- 
tend services have made it a habit to 
listen to this music each Sunday and 
are enthusiastic over the inspiration 
they have received from hearing the 
church music. A few others have com- 
mented that it was the first religious 
music they had heard in years, so it 
is felt that indirect good is being done 
in this manner. The tone quality is so 
high that it sounds as though the music 
was coming directly from the church 
auditorium. 


The chimes are played regularly each 
day by the automatic clock in the eve- 
ning at twilight and on Sunday three 
times in place of the usual church bell. 
Many a listener has reported that the 
chimes have served as a quieting bene- 
diction at the close of the day and that 
by hearing the old hymns they have 





felt drawn closer to their God. 
During the week before Christmas 
the three town churches, six from the 
rural area, the high school glee club, 
and the community chorus of adults 
take turns in singing carols each eve- 
ning. The groups sing in the church 
auditorium and the music is sent out 
over the tower amplifiers. The set has 
adjustments that allow treble and bass 
to be controlled so that if the soprano 
is too strong or too shrill it can be 
tuned down into balance with the rest 
of the voices. Or if the bass is too 
powerful it can be cut down so that 
the women’s voices carrying the lead 


| can be heard properly. Chimes and 
| organ selections are played during the 
| program to allow the singers to rest 
| their voices and prepare for the next 


song. People come from miles around 


| to listen to the singing of the Christmas 
| hymns, and the ministers believe the 
| feature a decided asset in preparing 
| the community for 
| Christmas. 


observance of 


As a part of the Holy Week services 
a meeting for men is held at noon on 
Good Friday, but in the past attendance 


| had been limited as the men claimed 


they forgot the affair. When the chimes 
were installed Easter organ numbers 
and appropriate chime selections were 
played for a half hour before the serv- 
ice with reminders of the meeting in- 
terspersed. Since then the attendance 
has more than tripled. 

Last fall a high school band was or- 
ganized for the first time, with only 
six of the sixty-four youngsters ever 
having played an instrument before. 
Naturally they were rather weak to at- 
tempt outdoor concerts, but this sum- 
mer a series was held successfully by 
using the facilities of the chime outfit. 
The band played at the side of the 
church and a microphone was placed in 
front of the group. The music was am- 
plified over the tower speakers so that 
the band was clearly heard for blocks 
away. 

The arrangement allowed a clarinet 
trio, a reading with band accompani- 
ment, xylophone number, and solos to 
be heard clearly by the large number 
of listeners. Announcement of each 
number was made before it was played 
so that the crowd had a better under- 
standing and appreciation of each selec- 
tion, and also allowed the director to 
use novelty numbers that would have 
been rather meaningless without a 
previous explanation. By using the am- 
plification system the director made 
awards to band members at the final 
concert, a feature that would not have 
meant anything to the audience with- 
out the loud speakers. So it is little 
wonder that the chime system played 
an important role in making these con- 
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Liability to Injured Workmen 
ly Arthur L. H. Street 


a church society are willing to 
run the risk of the society being 
held liable in damages, or for the pay- 
ment of workmen’s compensation, they 
should assure themselves either that 
society will be exempt from _liabil- 
ity under the laws of the state, or that 
suitable liability insurance is carried. 
In the employment of persons to do 
repair or construction work, there 
should be further borne in mind the 
point that the circumstances of a par- 
ticular case may constitute the person 
an “independent contractor” or it may 
constitute him an “employee.” If the 
workman be an employee, the church 
society may become liable to him for 
the payment of damages or workmen’s 
compensation on his being injured in 
the course of the employment, unless 
there happens to be a local statute 
that creates an exemption from liability 
in favor of churches. Or the society 
may become liable to some third per- 
son injured through carelessness of the 
workman, as where a _ pedestrian is 
“beaned” through a workman careless- 
ly letting a hammer fall while working 
above a public sidewalk. But if the 
workman happens to be an independent 
contractor, the church will not be liable 
to him, or to some third person in- 
jured by his negligence, unless the in- 
jury can be traced to some concurring 
fault of the society or its building com- 
mittee. 
Where work is let for a lump sum 
or on a cost plus basis, and the person 


| | NLESS the managing officials of 


engaged is merely bound to produce a 
certain result, employing his own men 
and own methods to achieve it, he is 
regarded as an independent contractor. 
If he works on a time basis and is sub- 
ject to direction by his employer in 
performing the details of the work, he 
is regarded as an employee. But some- 
times a situation presents difficulty in 


determining the workman’s status, be- | 





cause some of the facts point to an | 


employment relationship while others 
point to an independent contract rela- 
tionship. 


A case in point was passed upon by | 


the Appellate Division of the New 
York Supreme Court, in the case of 
Notaro v. Holy Cross Roman Catholic 
Church Society, 28 N. Y. Supp. 2d, 
301, where an award was allowed under 
the New York Workmen’s Compensa- 
tion Act to a bricklayer. The court 
said: 


“Claimant was employed by the pas- 
tor of the church to fix the chimney 
of the church. He agreed to do the 
work on a basis of $12 a day. He gave 
no definite price for the job. He was 
told to see the chimney and to fix it 
up. The cement and stone were provid- 
ed by the church. The question is 
whether claimant was an independent 
contractor or an employee within the 


meaning of the Workmen’s Compensa- | 


tion Law. The evidence makes it clear 
that he was an employee and not an 


independent contractor and the award | 


should be affirmed.” 





certs a success during the past summer. 

Last summer an infantile paralysis 
epidemic prompted the health officer to 
cancel all church services and other 
public gatherings. He made the deci- 
sion on Saturday evening, and minis- 
ters were perplexed on how to notify 
their congregations. The chime system 
solved the problem by using it to make 
several announcements of the health 
officer’s action. 

The outfit has other possibilities for 
community service, such as directing a 
posse in case of bank robbery, or for 
issuing warnings as a defense measure 
in case of war. 

The system has been used as a loud 
speaker for the church auditorium, and 
this has been of special benefit when 
children’s programs have been given 
and the weak voices amplified so that 
all could hear. 

On another occasion a reading was 


given over the microphone in the con- 
trol room while an accompaniment of 
appropriate music was played with a 
pipe organ record. Another feature was 
a response that was sung by a quartet 





PICTURES 





The Presence by Borthwick 


We supply everything from minia- 
tures for picture study to enlarge- 
ments in any size, in monotone or 
beautifully hand-colored in oils for 
Churches, Wall Decoration, Altar 
Pieces, etc. Supplied unframed or 
suitably framed complete ready for 
hanging. 











Hundreds of well-known pictures in 
our collection including: 
Peace and a Little Child Shall Lead Them 
If Thou Hadst Known, Oh Jerusalem 
The Vision of the Cross 


(Above in four sizes of photogravure, 
sepia or hand-colored) 





ALL SUBJECTS ALSO AVAILABLE IN 
2”x2” COLOR FILM SLIDES AT 
FIFTY CENTS EACH. 











Write us about your requirements 
Send for FREE illustrated folders and lists 


© THE HOUSE OF ART 
33 West 34th Street New York 




















in the control room to a number being | 


rendered by the choir in the auditorium. 
There really seems to be no limit to the 
possibilities of the outfit. 

The chime numbers have been heard 
as far as four miles away, yet the 


tones are pleasant to listen to in the | 


street below the tower. 
have been understood as far as two 
and one-half miles from the church, 
which gives an idea of the power of 
the system. 


Spoken words | 


With such versatility and adaptability | 


it is no wonder that the chime facili- 
ties have broadened out until they are 
being used by the entire community 
and the citizens feel that they really 
belong to them and not to just an in- 


GRADED 
LESSONS 


that TEACH 
THE BIBLE 


If you believe that the Bible should be 
taught in the Sunday School, you will be 
Satisfied with nothing less than STANDARD 
True-to-the-Bible, Christ-Centered Sunday 
School Courses. Send for 


FREE PROSPECTUS 


which gives complete details of these out- 
standing Sunday School Lessons, both 
Graded and Uniform. Tell us department 
in which you are interested. Enjoy the 
same splendid results from your teaching 
that thousands of STANDARD-using schools 
are experiencing. Mail your request today. 
Address Department CM-12. 





THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO. 


8TH & CUTTER STS CINCINNATI, OHIO 





dividual church. The religious and cul- 
tural life of the community has been 


| enriched by the beautiful chimes and 
| the people are proud of their asset. 
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by Paul F. Boller 
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CHRISTMAS IN OUR CITY 
George Stewart 
Beneath Christmas skies, Lord, 
Our city lies before Thee 
In its glory, its futility, its grandeur, 
its disgrace, 
Entrusted with the light of faith and 


love 

We have yet allowed slums to blight, 

Sordid neighborhoods without grace or 
hope, 

Dark blots amid shining beauty 

Like wheat and tares of which our 
Lord did speak. 

But if Thou wilt walk our streets 
again 

We shall look up and heal us of our 
sore distress 

In spite of want, 

In face of vast injustice, 

Even amid the degradation of life. 

Break through the facade of our de- 
fense 

And visit not ours alone, but every 
home 

That we may be redeemed 

In civic grace and business honor 

So holy and so blessed is this time. 


DISCOVERING CHRISTMAS JOY 
A Condensation of a Sermon by 
Illion T. Jones 
The first Christmas message read: 
“T bring you good tidings of great joy.” 
(Luke 2:10). The word gospel means 
“glad tidings” or “good news.” The 
early Christians, despite their perse- 
cution, were happy. No doubt the 
secret of their joy was to be found 
partly in their Messianic hopes. But 
interspersed with their hopes for the 
nation were hopes for all mankind: the 
dream of the end of injustice and wrong 
and poverty and hunger for all races. 
Their great joy over the birth of Jesus 
was to be found as much in those larger 
hopes as in their strictly Jewish hope. 
What are these larger hopes in which 

Christmas joy is discovered? 

First, is the new and larger thought 
of God that Jesus revealed. To think 
of God as our Father—near, intimate, 
human—is a thing of joy. And that 
is the ground for our Christmas re- 
joicing: God is love. 

Then, there is a larger view of 
man himself. In the day of Jesus a 





low valuation was put on human life. 
Jesus brought another thought of men: 
that all men and every man are of 
inestimable worth in the sight of God. 
Christ was one of the world’s first and 
greatest humanists, and his confidence 
in man’s worth and ability has inspired 











Paul F. Boller 








continuous efforts for human improve- 
ment. 

This view of man led Jesus to urge 
them to enjoy life—here and now. All 
the lovely things of social life all the 
joys of home and little children, have 
been magnified and glorified by Christ. 
This is part of the Christmas joy. 

Finally, there is a new conception 
of the social effort. Christmas time 
is a dream—a dream of God for a bet- 
ter world, a world of peace and brother- 
hood and love and co-operation among 
God’s children. The social effort of 
man is coming out somewhere because 
it has someone to guide it to its climax. 
God is in it and back of it and through 
it and we are not going astray. To 
seek diligently, sacrificially all the 
values of the brotherhood, is to find the 
Christmas joy. — The Presbyterian 
Tribune. 


THE BIRTH OF THE “WONDERFUL” 


Outline of Sermon 

His name shall be called wonderful. 
—Isaiah 9:6. 

The term “name” stands for person. 
Christmas marks the birthtime of the 
“wonderful”—the matchless Christ. In 
what respect was he wonderful? 

1,WONDERFUL IN CHARAC- 
TER. “Who did no sin, neither was 


guilt in his mouth” (I Peter 2:22). 

2. HIS TEACHING WAS WON- 
DERFUL. “Never man spake as this 
man” (John 7:46). 

8. HIS MISSION WAS WONDER- 
FUL. “He came to seek and save that 
which is lost” (Luke 19:10). 

It is your privilege and mine to have 
this wonderful Christ. Let us accept 
him. 


THE WAYSIDE PULPIT 
We look upward that we may serve 
outward. 
Do the unseen as seen, for God sees 
everywhere. 
Be childlike; not childish. 
Outstrip yesterday by today in kind- 


ness. 


Tennyson 
The Bible ought to be read if for 
no other reason than the grand Eng- 
lish in which it is written. 


John Robinson 
God hath more light and truth to 
break out of his holy word. 


Thomas Huxley 
The Bible has been the Magna Char- 
ta of the poor and oppressed. The 
Bible is the most democratic book in 
the world. 


Oliver Wendell Holmes 
Faith in something, enthusiasm about 
something, makes life worth living. 


Browning 
To do little is bad, to do nothing is 
worse. 


George Eliot 
Our actions are like children that are 
born to us... they live and act apart 
from ourselves. 


Lord Cromer 
One may do a great deal of good in 
this world if one does not care who 
gets the credit for it. 


E. Stanley Jones 
Many teachers of the world have 
tried to explain everything—they have 
changed little or nothing. Jesus ex- 
plained little and changed everything. 
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Charles Dickens 

The age-old message of Christmas is 
that God has drawn near to men and 
has made himself known to them 
through a human personality. 

It is still the best medium he has 
for entering the life of the world. 

Never perhaps, more than today has 
this restless, storm-tossed, sin-cursed 
world needed the realization that God 
is in it. 


Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 


Let us then labor for an inward still- | 


ness— 
An inward stillness and an inward heal- 


ing; 

That perfect silence where the lips and 
heart 

Are still and we no longer entertain 





Our own imperfect thoughts and vain | 


opinions, 


But God alone speaks in us, and we wait | 


In singleness of heart, that we may 


know 

His will, and in the silence of our | 
spirits, 

That we may do His will, and do that 
only. 


ONE FIGURE DRAWS US 


The Bible is like a pictured window, | 
with many human figures, some en- | 
meshed in sin, some very righteous. | 
Through the figures the _ sunlight | 


streams in, colored and somewhat 


dimmed. One figure draws us, One to 


whom the other figures seem to pay 
heed, One who is reaching out to men 
with kind understanding. The light 
glorifies him, and we who behold won- 
der and worship. From To-Day; Is- 
sue by Casper R. Gregory; The West- 
minster Press. 


THE CENTER AND SOUL OF 
CHRISTMAS 


Robert William Dale opens one of | 
his mighty discourses with these 


words: “The supreme fact in the his- 
tory of the world—perhaps in the his- 
tory of the universe—is that God has 
become man in the person of the Lord 
Jesus Christ.” This is the faith, it 
need scarcely be said, that led to the 
creation of Christmas. In the course 
of the centuries the festival attracted 


to itself many elements which have 


made it beautiful and human; but the 
center and soul of all, to which every- 
thing else is subordinate and accessory, 
is that the Eternal God became flesh 
for man’s sake. From Christmas Tid- 
mgs by William Muir Auld; The Mac- 
millan Company. 








STANDARD CHURCH 
RECORDS 


Keep an accurate account of church Finances, 
Membership and Communion Records. 


Write Dept. CM for Samples 
CHURCH SYSTEMS CO., York, Pa. 
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HOW TO KNOW 
THE BIBLE 


Use The Scofield Reference Bible and you will find 
>new interest and understanding in reading the 
Scriptures. Its wonderful “helps on the pages where 
needed” equal a Bible study course. Printed in two 
sizes on fine white and the famous Oxford India 
paper, and bound in 49 styles from $1.95 to $18.50. 


THE SCOFIELD REFERENCE BIBLE 
POPULAR EDITION 


These styles contain the same helps and reference material as in the Regular Edition, but 
economies in quantity production cause savings which are passed on to you in these much lower 
prices. Future conditions may prevent making these styles at present prices so please order 
NOW and avoid possible disappointment later. 


HANDY SIZE LARGER SIZE 
No. 30 Bound in cloth, boards, red edges. 1% inches thick. No. 80 
$1.50 $2.25 
No. 32 Imitation leather, overlapping cover, round corners, red under No. 82 
$3.00 gold edges. $4.00 


PRINTED ON ULTRATHIN OXFORD INDIA PAPER 


The following are printed on the new Ultrathin Oxford India paper. 
Thinner than any made before yet the paper is just as opaque and strong. 


No. 33x Genuine leather, overlapping cover, round corners, red under gold No. 83x 
$6.00 edges. Only 34 of an inch thick. $8.00 


CONCORDANCE EDITIONS 


No. 133x Same as above, but have also a concordance, subject index and dic- No. 183x 
$7.50 tionary of Scripture proper names. Only 7 of an inch thick. $9.50 


No. 157x DE LUXE GIFT BIBLES. As Nos. 133x and 183x, but bound No. 177x 
$9.00 in fine Persian grained leather, with leather lined to edge cover. $11.00 


No. 147x SUPERB GIFT EDITIONS. As Nos. 157x and 177x, bound in No, 187x 


genuine Morocco, hand grained, half circuit cover. BLACK, BLUE 
$10.00 OR BRowN. $12.00 


At a!l booksellers or from the publishers 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS « 114 Fifth Avenue, New York 














NEW 
CHRISTMAS CHIME 


RECORDS 


(FOURTH YEAR) 






*1006 Hark! the Herald Angels 
Sing 
Silent Night, Holy Night 
*1007 Angels From the Realms 
of Glory 
It Came Upon the Mid 
night Clear 
*1008 Joy to the World 


O Come, All Ye Faithful 


*1009 O Little Town of Bethle 
hem 
While Shepherds Watched 
Their Flocks 
*1010 The First Noel 
We Three Kings of Orient 
Are 


ANGERTONE, INc. 
ELECTRIC~ MUSIC 


73 WINTHROP STREET NEWARK, NJ 











“Church Management” Found in Prosperous Churches 
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Here is a hymnal 
compiled by 10,000 


churches. 





best religious music 
sung and repeated, 
known and loved. 


Write for Sample Copy 


The greatest collection of great hymns ever made. 
479 musical numbers, 215 service outlines, Scrip- 





Truly a/| 
hymnbook of the | 
people. The INTER. | 
CHURCH HYMNAL | 6:2 
contains only the | 


ture portions, litanies and prayers. Priced at only | 


$75.00 a 100, not prepaid. 


For Junior Church and School 
AMERICAN CHURCH AND CHURCH SCHOOL 


HYMNAL—377 musical numbers—holds the | 


interest of adolescents. Price $55 a hundred, not 
prepaid. Fully orchestrated. 


AMERICAN JUNIOR CHURCH SCHOOL 
HYMNAL—226 musical numbers—edited by 
experts for the Junior department. Price $40 a 
100, not prepaid. 

Mail Coupon Below for Returnable 
Sample Copies 


> Biglow-Main-Excell Co. « 


5741-T West Lake Street - Chicago, Illinois 


Please send returnable sample copies of books 
checked; also free “Finance Plans’’ folder. 


CJ INTER-CHURCH HYMNAL 
0) American Church and Church School Hymnal 
_] American Junior Church School Hymnal 


Your Official 





Name_ — —Church Position 
Address aaa: 
City_ ———— 


Church & Denom. Membership 














PRESENT DAY HYMNS 
and Why They Were Written 
Compiled by John Barnes Pratt 


Forty (40) Hymns written since 1910 
printed in full with letters from their 
authors telling how and why they were 
written. Hymns and letters given on 
facing pages. 
“A real service to the cause of in- 
telligent hymn singing.” 
Dr. William C. Covert 
“Will be very usable to us minis- 
ters who desire to give a word of 
human interest about the hymns 
we announce.” 
Rev. Fred Hoskins, D. D. 


Large Type, Cloth e Price $1.00 
A. S. Barnes and Company 


67 WEST 44th STREET, NEW YORK 
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- Biographical Sermon for December 


Phillips Brooks - A Beloved Bishop 
by Thomas H. Warner 


Bear ye one another’s burdens, and 
so fulfil the law of Christ.—Galatians 


HILLIPS BROOKS was born De- 
Poceaver 13, 1835. He died in 1898. 

He was one of six brothers. His 
youngest brother, who was also a 
clergyman, wrote: “My mother used to 
tell me that when I was an infant 
the tall boy used to rush in from the 
Latin school with the eager question, 
‘Where’s the baby?’ and that he would 
then sit down to his lessons with me 
safely tucked under his arm, where he 
would manage to keep me quiet and 
amused as he studied.” 

Bishop Brooks revered his mother. 
When he was about to preach before 
Queen Victoria, he was asked if he did 
not feel nervous. He replied, “No. I 
have preached before my mother.” 
When she died he wrote: “My mother 
has been the center of all the happiness 
of my life. Tonight the world seems 
desolate and lonely. The happiest part 
of my life has been my mother.” 

Bishop Brooks was driven into the 
ministry by failure. One of his school- 
mates said that after his graduation he 
became a teacher in the Latin school. 
In a few months he demonstrated his 
utter failure. He could not maintain 
order. His pupils assailed him with 
snowballs and he was forced to resign. 
In those days he had to eat the bread 
of humiliation. Then he turned to the 


| ministry and found his true vocation. 


He became an Episcopal clergyman. 


| In 1869 he became Rector of Trinity 


Parish, Boston, and in 1892 he was 


| ereated Bishop of Massachusetts. 


Bishop Brooks was the most eminent 
preacher of the Episcopal Church in 


| America. He was as popular with other 
| denominations as with his own. His 


sermons are still widely read. 

“Go be the best man Christ has 
showed you you may become,” he said 
one Sunday afternoon from the pulpit 


| of St. Margaret’s Westminster, and a 


young Oxford undergraduate, thereto- 
fore untouched by a hundred appeals, 
went out into the tumult of London, 
resolved to try to “be that best man.” 
Ten years afterwards he told a writer 
that that single sentence changed the 


| purpose of his life. 


The writer continued: “I believe that 
young Englishman’s experience is par- 


alleled by that of hundreds of young 
men in America. At any rate, many 
men now in middle life, have soberly 
assured me that, although they never 
exchanged a word with him, Brooks had 
elicited in them, by the powerful al- 
chemy of his personality, as they sat 
in some dim recess of Trinity Church, 
on the afternoon of a winter’s Sunday, 
the desire, and then the determination, 
to live a righteous life.” 


Bishop Brooks was a sympathetic 
man. It is said that he loved people 
and kept in vital touch with them. He 
helped many a boy through college. 
On one occasion he received a check 
for $100 from a parish where he had 
preached, and immediately sent it to 
a poor clergyman. 

A physician told this story. He said 
to a poor woman whom he visited, 
“You don’t need any more medicine. 
What you need now is nourishment 
and fresh air. You need to get out.” 
“But I have nobody to leave with the 
children.” “Well, you must manage to 
get out somehow,” was the response. 
The physician dropped in a day or two 
later to see how the woman had man- 
aged. She had told her troubles to Dr. 
Brooks and he was there caring for the 
children while the mother took the air. 

Bishop Brooks was a brotherly man. 
His assistants bore testimony to this. 
The musical director, who was with 
him for twenty-four years, said that 
they enjoyed many hours of pleasant 
intercourse. 

He gave his time generously. When 
his secretary remarked that in using 
so much time for others he had none 
left for himself, he replied, “I have 
plenty of time in the railroad cars.” 
After he became bishop he refused to 
have office hours. 

Many clergymen came to him for 
counsel. He would listen patiently and 
give wise advice. He was always ready 
to preach for a brother minister, and 
what is more, he would listen to them. 
A clergyman said that when he was a 
special preacher in Boston the con- 
gregations were small, but Brooks was 
always there. 

Writing to the Galatians Paul said, 
“Bear ye one another’s burdens, and 
so fulfill the law of Christ.” That is 
golden counsel for the minister and 
also for the layman. 
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gift book, written in a 
It is a guide for travel and study of the Holy Land, 
tory and geography 


Not a series of separate Bible stories, but a closely 
swiftly moving narrative. 


THE MAN WHO FOUND CHRISTMAS 


| AROUND THE MEDITERRANEAN WITH MY BIBLE 


by Harriet-Louise H. Patterson 


informal style. 
tracing the his- 
of the Bible, and verifying Scripture. 20 full- 
$3.00 


delightfully 


YOUTH EXPLORES THE BIBLE 


by David R. Piper 


connected and 
Profusely illustrated. $2.00 


by Walter Prichard Eaton 


A new gift edition of this classic especially designed for gift purposes 
and individually packed in mailing cartons. 60c 


W. A. WILDE CO., 129 Clarendon Street, Boston, Mass. 














CHRISTMAS IN OUR HEARTS 
John Gifford 

We therefore welcome our Christmas 
in December. 

The “worship of Christ’ could not 
have a better setting than amid the 
domestic festivities, social forces, and 
man helping deeds of our merry Christ- 
mastide. 

In no more fitting way can we say 
farewell to the closing year, and all 
Hail! to the new. 

“Christ is born.” 

We therefore must put off the old 
man—his moroseness and selfishness, 
his sadness and despair, his peevish- 
ness and fretfulness, his feebleness and 
decay—and put on the new man, which, 
after Christ, is created in true joy, 
large faith, energetic service, lowly 
duty, devout obedience, and death-dar- 
ing self-sacrifice. 





CHRISTMAS IN OUR CHURCH 
George Stewart 

Lord, thou art the church’s one reason 
for existence. 

Forget not our parish at this time of 
visitation. 

Come to each group 

To open our hearts and hands. 

Come to each servant 

Who tries to preach thy gospel, 

To each janitor and worker, 

To each officer and each family, 

To old men and women 

To ., who bear the burden in middle 
ife, 

To little ones in the morning of their 
days, 

To all who have found with us the way 
of life. 

In pageant and carol, 

In good will of friends, 

Visit us again, as on a starlit night 

Angels sang to shepherds on the hills 
of Bethlehem, 

And we shall keep the feast in happy 
companies 

And holy joy. 

From Social Progress. 


| 





THE DESERT SPEAKS 
looked across the desert, 
Where bush and cactus grew; 
And also waste, so barren, 
Why there? God only knew. 





I saw one stand so stately, 
Amidst that desert gray; 

It spoke its message to me, 
It’ll cheer my heart alway. 


It said—‘“midst stormy weather, 
I stand to cheer the lone, 
For I, too, here, am lonely, 
And yet I’m not alone, 


For others know the meaning 
Of life from joy apart; 

And voice their words of comfort, 
To re-inspire my heart.” 


I gazed beyond the desert, 

Where brush and cactus grew; 
I saw a stalwart mountain, 

And with confidence, I knew 


That though life has its cactus, 
With thorns that cause me pain; 
It still has peak of mountain, 
And Faith and Strength I gain. 


Yes—’twas a day of magic, 
And as evening grew apace, 
I knew I’d made a friendship, 
That time could not efface. 


Aylesworth B. Bell, 
Blue Island, Illinois. 
A LETTER FROM HOME 
The Association Press is offering a 
little booklet, printed in the size and 
shape of an envelope, which fathers 
may use to send to their soldier sons. 
On the front jacket there is a place for 
the address. It may be addressed, fast- 
ened with a seal and sent as a greet- 
ing. The message is cheerful and 
friendly and the good advice will help 
many a lad over a weary day or night. 
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Give Lively Books on Living 
DISCOVERY: A GUIDE- 
BOOK FOR LIVING 


By Robert M. Bartlett. To pick our 
way over crumb:ing walls and values 
s a difficult job these days. Here are 
real directions. The author of the fa- 
mous THEY DARED TO LIVE and 
THEY DID SOMETHING ABOUT IT 
has been talking with our great men 
of today and reading their books. He 
has brought together their key ideas 
and arranged them to help young and 
old build a personal faith and program 
of action. These are the notes you 
might have made to enrich sermons, 
talks—and lives. $1.50 


JOBS FOR TODAY’S 
YOUTH 


By T. Otto Nall and Bert H. Davis. Meet 
the daily defenders of democracy in 
these brief, vivid, true story sketches 
of young people at work. The manag- 
ing editor of the Christian Advocate 
and an editor of the Christian En- 
deavor World col.aborate to show how 
ideals can be put into action in the 


socially useful jobs that democracy 
offers. It is not only good reading but 


practical application of Christianity 
to vocational life in democracy. $1.75 


RELIGION FOR TODAY 


By A. J. William Myers. We need re- 
ligion today. This famous religious 
educator says, let’s make gur religion 
adequate to the bloody, confused world 
and satisfying to us who must live in 
it. He shows us how to do it and 
how to teach a vital religion. Here 
is a convincing case for religion for 
today, and a clean cut agenda of prin 
ciples and methods for those who teach 


religion. $2.00 


ASSOCIATION PRESS 
347 Madison Avenue 


New York 















































“A truly stirring, timely 

i and awakening book.” 
—William L. Stidger, 

Boston University 
A M School of Theology. 


PERSUADED 


° e 

By Julian Duguid 
“This story of a layman’s mind richly 
informed in modern science—a mind which 
has searched the depths fearlessly and 
painfully in pursuit of Truth—is an ar- 
resting and inspiring document Multi- 
tudes of people have been confused and set 
adrift by the contemporary world chaos. 
They will find this brutally frank record 
of a man who has turned the full circle, 
from conventional religion to atheism and 
back to reasoned faith in Christianity, a 


personal narrative with a brilliant twen 
tieth century illumination at its cen- 
ter.” — Guy Emery Shipler, Editor, The 
Churchman. 


$2.50 At All Booksellers 
D. APPLETON-CENTURY CO. 


35 West 32nd Street New York 




































Equalled. 
gest and Text of 
position. 


FLEMING H. REVELL CO., 


Insist on the ORIGINAL. Forty- 
two Years’ Supremacy. Never 
Condensed Thought. Di- 
Lesson. Full Ex- 
Other Features. 
Flexible Binding 35c Postpaid 


158 Fifth Ave. N. 
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The Changing World 


Christianity in a Changing World by 
Shirley Jackson Case. Harper & Broth- 
ers. 200 pages. $2.00. 

The title might lead one to think 
that this book is a study of contem- 
porary Christianity only. But the world 
has always been a changing world. 
The book therefore deals with the en- 
tire history of Christianity. 

The first chapter, Christianity: 
Changeless or Changing? establishes 
the principle that Christianity itself 
changes. “In the last analysis Chris- 
tianity is, always has been, and always 
will be, a way of religious living in a 
complex and changing world. It ever 
remains a quest rather than a finished 
attainment. Its only permanence is the 
permanence of changing life seeking to 
realize the highest moral and spiritual 
accomplishments which men are capa- 
ble of envisaging in the concrete but 
multifarious situation of their living.” 

The other chapters view the history 
of the Christian religion from four dif- 
ferent perspectives: as Church, as dog- 
ma, as social gospel, and as personal 
piety. They reveal the marvelous 
sweep of a great mind so stored with 
information and so trained and logical 
that the book is an artistic panorama 
of our era. As is usual in reading a 
good church history one feels more 
hopeful after the reading of this book. 
The survival of the church through its 
many trials and its adaptability in an 
ever changing world make one con- 
fident that its future is great despite 
occasional frustration of our much 
cherished plans. 

Dr. Case, formerly Dean of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago Divinity School is 
now Professor of Religion in Florida 
Southern College. The chapters in this 
book are revisions of lectures first 
given before an assembly of Congrega- 
tional-Christian ministers of Georgia 
and Florida in the autumn of 1940. 

E. S. S. 


101 Prayers for Peace compiled by 
G. A. Cleveland Shirgley. The West- 
minster Press. 144 pages. $1.00. 

The reading of prayers, earnestly 
conceived and beautifully expressed, is 
ever an aid to the devotional life of 
the individual. Ministers will find this 
book rich in suggestions for both pri- 
vate and public prayers. The phrase- 
ology is varied but always dignified, 
chaste and noble. It is the language 


by which one may lift his thoughts 
from the troubled world scene to the 
one from whom must come the power 


that will enable men to change that 
scene. 

While the burden of these prayers, 
written by 101 Christian leaders of our 
day, is for world peace, it is not nar- 
rowly so. The writers have known that 
peace and war are the products of a 
total world situation. Among those 
contributing to the volume are Gaius 
Glenn Atkins, Henry Sloan Coffin, Al- 
bert Edward Day, Harry Emerson Fos- 
dick, John Haynes Holmes, G. Bromley 
Oxnam, Daniel A. Poling, Edwin Mc- 
Neill Poteat, William L. Stidger, and 
many others. 

Ra Ge Oo 


Creative Living 

New Gateways to Creative Living by 
Hornell Hart. Abingdon-Cokesbury 
Press, New York, 1941, 197 pages, 
$1.75. 

A few years ago a student speaking 
of the writings of former Dean Brown 
of Yale said, “His style fools you. It 
looks simple—as if anyone could do it 
—but when you try for yourself you 
find it’s a different story.” 

How true this is of the work of 
Hornell Hart. One reads -his books with 
a continual, “Why, yes, that’s what 
I’ve thought many a time. Why didn’t 
I write it in a book?” If we are honest 
we will admit that somehow or other 
we lack the turn of phrase which seems 
to come so readily to the professor of 
sociology at Duke University. 

Hornell Hart has been doing pioneer 
work in many fields for a number of 
years. His spade work in research into 
such problems as fiuctations in unem- 


ployment, predicting parole success, 
predicting marital happiness, and 
measuring newspaper bias, is well 


known. Now, following much of the 
technique which made so valuable his 
previous volume Chart for Happiness 
he moves serenely into the development 
of an operational philosophy of social 
science. 

The substance of this volume, given, 
strange as it may seem, as a series of 
lectures under the auspices of the 
Graduate School of the United States 
Department of Agriculture, seeks to 
answer three current questions: (1) 
How can you and I live joyously, in 
spite of this being the kind of world 
it is? (2) How can you and I make 
some contribution toward building a so- 
cial order in which joyous life is more 
possible than it is in the widespread 
disorders of our present civilization 
and of our universe? (3) How can we 
make the best of what life puts at our 
disposal ? 


To dwell upon Dr. Hart’s proposed 
solutions to these problems would be 
as unfair as to reveal the “killer” in 
a detective story. Let it merely be said 
that the answer is to be found in the 
development of an inner harmony and 
the finding of harmony with our fel- 
low men. The full import of this state- 
ment can only be made clear by read- 
ing what Dr. Hart has to say. To have 
this book is to read; to read is to under- 
stand; to understand is to be thrilled. 
A real book of challenge for a jaded 


age. 
1 &. G. 


The Christian Interpretation of Sex 
by Otto A. Piper. Charles Scribner’s 
Sons. 234 pages. $2.00. 

Whenever a book appears on the sub- 
ject of sex, there comes to the review- 
er’s mind the thought: “One more vol- 
ume on something which is already dis- 
cussed.” While this volume does not 
have for its purpose the same scope as 
did Edward Westermarck’s Christianity 
and Morals, it does seek in a more brief 
analysis to discuss the place of sex in 
the Christian life. The author, as a 
seminary teacher at Princeton, has felt 
the need for interpreting in the light 
of experience and scripture the place 
of sex for our generation. 

The author assumes that the Prot- 
estant philosophy of sex must fulfil 
three demands. It must speak clearly 
and firmly about the subject itself. It 
must be based exclusively on the Bible. 
It must assume that man is a sinner. 
With these three premises, the author 
summarizes the views of sex as found 
in the Old and the New Testaments. 
This is followed by six chapters deal- 
ing with such subjects as “The Nature 
of Sex,” “The Mystery of Sex,” “Love 
and Sexual Attraction,” and “The Sym- 
bolic Character of Sex.” The third part 
of the book considers some of the 
divine ordinances of sex life. One oi 
the most interesting chapters is en- 
titled “The Virtues of Sex Life.” The 
chapter discussing the purposes ol 
marriage might stimulate one seeking 
ideas for a sermon on that subject. 
The last part of the book consists 0! 
four chapters which seek to understand 
the relationship of sex to our individua! 
religious life. 

The book contains a good bibliogra 
phy, an index of Biblical passages, an 
index of subjects and names as wel! 
as an unusual preface. This study will 
be welcomed by ministers seeking 
something interesting, scientific and 
yet spiritual on a subject of vital im- 


portance. 
W. L. L. 
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New Gateways to 
Creative Living 
HORNELL HART 


“Dr. Hart poses the question whether one 
can live joyously in the current ominous 
life of the world. ... Without propaganda 
or any attempt at coercion, and without 
technical phrasing of any kind, this book 
examines the general energy-pattern of 
the universe, which includes both God and 
man; it marks the current life of indi- 
viduals, of groups and of nations with 
the quality of our present difficulties, and 
it indicates the quality of the immediate 
next step in the evolution of the human 
consciousness.’ —T omorrow. $1.75 


The Christian 
Criticism of Life 
LYNN HAROLD HOUGH 


RELIGIOUS BooK CLUB SELECTION 


This book traces the fascinating story of 
humanism and reveals the true import of 
that golden word. With incisive analysis 
the author sets forth the conviction that it 
is the business of the Christian “to keep 
the soul of the world alive ... to fight 
for the civilized mind.” 
“Skilful historical analysis and a cogent 
philosophical treatment convincing 
and impassioned defense of human values 
. of faith in God . . . of Christianity.” 
—Religious Book Club Bulletin. $2.50 


Our Dwelling Place 
SEIDENSPINNER & LARSEN 


“A definitely unusual book consisting of a 
series of ‘devotional patterns’ by Mr. Sei- 
denspinner, Methodist pastor, each il- 
lustrated with a full-page gravure repro- 
duction of a photograph by Mr. Larsen, 
well-known professional photographer. 
The five sections of the book carry the 
reader through the whole range of the 
common Christian life. Those who are 
not church-goers will find this book a 
source of genuine inspiration, those who 
are will appreciate it the more.”—Profes- 
sional Photographer. 

“The photographs are beautifully artistic; the 
printed messages are reverent and thoughtful; 
the book is inspiringly suggestive.’’—Dr. John 
L. Hill. 

The book is designed as a practical aid 
to private worship. The camera art en- 
hances the devotional quality of the medi- 
tations. The thirty devotional patterns, 
each with its masterpiece of illustration— 
full-page size—are arranged under five 
topics: Our EARTHLY Home, Our Lovep 
Ones, Our DAtLy Work, Our a 
Our FATHER’s House. 


Poems With Power 
to Strengthen the Soul 


Compiled by JAMES MUDGE 


This treasury of religious verse is full of 
the riches of the inner life. Its 1,348 se- 
lections from a choice group of masters 
are classified into twenty-five sections, 
with adequate indexes of Author, Title, 
and First Line, so that the reader can find 
what he wants when he wants it. 

The Themes Represented: HEROISM, CourR- 
AGE, INDEPENDENCE, GREATNESS, DUTY, 
SERVICE, BROTHERHOOD, CONSECRATION, 
PEACE, HUMILITY, CONTENTMENT, ASPIRA- 
TION, PRAYER, JOY, AFFLICTION, LOVE, 
Hope, FAITH, Trust, Gop’s CARE, Gop’s 
WILL, Gop’s PRESENCE, JESUS, LIFE, AGE 
AND DEATH. 

Some of the Poets Speaking: ARNOLD, 
BROWNING, BUNYAN, BURNS, Byron, CAR- 
LYLE, COLERIDGE, EMERSON, GOETHE, HUGO, 
KIPLING, LONGFELLOW, LOWELL, LUTHER, 
MILTON, RILEY, SHAKESPEARE, STEVENSON, 
TENNYSON, VAN DyKeE, WHITTIER, Worps- 
WORTH. $1.39 
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STRONG'S Exhaus- 
tive Concordance 


Simple to understand, simple to use, 
complete! 

® The whole main Concordance is under 
one straight alphabetical list, and in exact 
succession of book, chapter, and verse. 

® The arrangement makes it possible for 
anyone in search of a given passage or 
word to find it with utmost ease and speed. 
® Dr. Strong presents not some but all 
words in the common English Bible, and 
not some but a// passages in which those 
words occur. 

The volume is truly exhaustive. It contains 
not merely English words, but also information 
on the Hebrew, Chaldee, or Greek term of 
which any significant word in the ordinary Eng- 
lish Version is the translation. It contains 
also “‘A Practical Bible Lexicon,” listing all 
the significant Hebrew, Cha'dee, and Greek 
words of the original Scriptures, with pro- 
nunciations plainly marked and with transla- 
tions into English words. 

“It brings a Scholar’s Knowledge to Every 
Reader,” in 1,207 pages. $7.50 


+ Cillian Lally 









by thomas negli 


Contemporary 
Religious Thought 
THOMAS S. KEPLER, Compiler 


A remarkable symposium of mighty 
minds is this book, containing sixty se- 
lections from the thought of more than 
fifty philosophers who have expressed 
with excellence and insight the modern 
religious temper. Six areas of thought 
are explored: THe NATURE OF RELI- 
GION, THE FINDING OF RELIGIOUS 
TruTH, THE IDEA oF GoD, THE PROB- 
LEM OF EVIL, THE MEANING OF WoOR- 
sHip, IMMORTALITY. Profound prob- 
lems are illuminated, set forth in 
choice phrases, explored with sincerity 
and intellectual acumen. 

Some of the Contributors: Fospick, 
WieMAN, AuBREY, REINHOLD NIEBUHR, 
DEWEY, TILLICH, MONTAGUE, HEILER, 
RICHARD NIEBUHR, DURANT, LIPPMANN, 
RupotF Otto, BArTH, HoucH, HaAy- 
DON, TITTLE, COFFIN, BRUNNER, MAX 
C. Otto, JAMES, BRIGHTMAN, KRUTCH, 
LYMAN, CALHOUN, MELAND, LEUBA, 
SPERRY, VOGT, STREETER, HOMRIGHAU- 
SEN, ORTEGA Y GASSET, MCCONNELL, 
COMPTON. $3.50 


This Is the Victory 
LESLIE D. WEATHERHEAD 


“When life about them is confined and 
crumbling, great souls are laid hold of 
by God and what they write becomes 
part of the enduring literature of re- 
ligion.... Dr. Weatherhead has written 
this book while, as he tells us, ‘the 
house trembles with the vibration 
caused by the firing of guns and the 
explosion of bombs.’ 

“*The victory’ of which the author 
writes is not the victory of war; it is 
the victory that is of God and becomes 


man’s by faith... 
“In a day of defeatism and desperation, this 
book with its trumpet call of a victory that 
is profound and Christian has a transform- 
ing influence on its readers.’’—Social Prog- 
ress. $2 
Y. J iJ = 
Victorious Living 
E. STANLEY JONES 
A daily devotional book, aglow with 
the Gospel. More than 70,000 copies, 
circulating throughout the world, are 
showing the way, step by step, to those 
who desire to live victoriously. The 
pages gather together the living ex- 
perience of a soul that has had high 
companionship with both God and fel- 
low-men. 
The material is arranged for three uses 
(1) for daily devotions, (2) for reiding and 
study by young people. (3) for spiritual re- 
freshment in moments when the soul con- 


sciously yearns for God. To Dr. Jones, Vie- 
torious Living is Christlike Living. $2 





PRICES SLIGHTLY HIGHER 
IN CANADA 
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Some New Bibles 


The Quotable Bible, edited by Louis 
M. Notkin, Samuel Curl, Inc., 715 
pages, $3.00. 

The Bible for Today, edited by John 
Stirling, Oxford University Press, 1255 
pages, $5.00. 

The Liberated Bible, compiled by 
Shepherd Knapp, Fleming H. Revell 
Company, 286 pages, $2.50. 

Christ Jesus, a translation from the 
Greek gospels by John A. Dakes. Ava- 
lon Publishing Company, 320 pages. 
$2.50. 

This is the open season for new 
translations and annotated Bibles. 
These four books represent what is 
going on in the effort to popularize 
the old book. 

The Quotable Bible has as its pur- 
pose the preservation of the best loved 
verses of the Old and New Testaments. 
The basis for the study is the King 
James or authorized version. It follows 
the traditional Biblical order, setting 
out in striking type lines, the verses 
selected. While a selection has been 
made, there is continuity to the volume. 
One does not lose the sequence of the 
books. The pages are broken up with 
captions which help to facilitate the 
search for quotable verses. Dr. Ralph 
Sockman, in the foreword says, ‘Noth- 
ing essential has been left out. Here 
are the parts every one should read 
and know.” Yet the Bible has been re- 
duced to 715 pages. 

The Bible for Today also uses the 
authorized version but the purpose and 
treatment is much different from those 
of The Quotable Bible. The editor has 
tried to interpret every part in the ex- 
perience of today. The work has five 
main divisions: (1) The Holy Land, 
Genesis through Ruth; (2) The Holy 
City, I Samuel through II Kings; (3) 
The Holy Church, I Chronicles to Es- 
ther; (4) The Holy Book, Job through 
Malachi; (5) The Holy Life, The New 


Testament. 

There is no room here to list the 
interesting sub-titles under these heads. 
We should point out the introductions 
to different sections. They are definitely 
“preachments” which give interpreta- 
tions for modern use. They are homi- 
letic. The book is illuminated by more 
than 200 illustrations. These are all 
modern, helping the editor’s purpose to 
make the Bible for our day. A fore- 
word by Williams Lyons Phelps states: 
“It will astonish many readers to ob- 
serve how applicable the chapters of 
the Bible are to the circumstances and 
problems of our lives and present-day 
history.” 

The Liberated Bible is a compilation 
of verses from the Old Testament under 
arresting subjects. These deal with sub- 
jects such as “Man’s Personal Life,” 
“Worship of Thankful Hearts,’ “Be- 
lief in a God of Wrath,” “The Human 
Morality Which God Demands,” and 
other themes. The whole range of hu- 
man emotions is covered. 

The result is an amazingly useful 


volume. Sermons speak from every 
page. Careful indexing adds to its 
value. 


Christ Jesus is a translation of the 
four gospels from early Greek texts. 
The author assumes that the original 
gospels were in the Greek. Armaic 
phrases occur occasionally as proverbs 
or prophecies. Our casual reading re- 
veals little to scandalize or challenge 
nor can we find any substantial con- 
tribution made by this new translation. 
A glossary which follows the transla- 
tion is useful and throws Greek light 
on many confusing words and terms. 
A chapter entitled “The Erhomenos” 
shows how the Jewish Messiah and the 
Greek Logos were brought together in 
the person of Jesus Christ. The sup- 
plementary materials make the most 
valuable part of the book. 





Worship 


Worship by J. O. Dobson. The Mac- 
millan Company. 190 pages. $1.25. 

This book is a selection of the Eng- 
lish Religious Book Club. It is a very 
pertinent discussion of the rightful and 
needful place of worship in life. “Wor- 
ship, in the full meaning of the word, 
is the acknowledgement, by appropriate 
words and acts, of the worth-ship of 
God.—By the term ‘God’ we mean the 
highest form of existence we can con- 
ceive. that is, perfect personality.” The 
necessity, the nature and the manner 
of worship are adequately presented. 
Christian worship is a series of acts 
which “express all the traffic of God 
with men.” The author very frankly 
supports a variety in worship. The Ang- 
lican service should allow for some free- 
dom, occasional spontaneous prayer and 
for evangelistic services which do not 
conform to a prescribed pattern. A 
liturgy can become cold and rigid and 
so become mechanical repetition. The 
Free Church might profit greatly by 
congregational participation in prayers 
of confession or thanksgiving, by a 
wise use of service books and by a 
greater use of the devotional treasury 
of Christendom. The suggestion is for 
a working compromise between ordered 
and free worship, to the mutual help- 


fulness of both. A highly commended 
book which ought to enrich the experi- 
ence of worship for all who read it. 
The whole discussion sparkles with 
epigrams which linger in one’s mind 
long after the chapter has been read. 
Both minister and layman will profit 
greatly by the careful reading of this 


book. 
L. N. L. 


Come Let Us Worship by Albert W. 
Palmer. The Macmillan Company. 

Another praise-worthy book by Dr. 
Palmer on worship. In 1939 his book 
The Art of Conducting Public Worship 
came from the press. It was written 
particularly to aid the larger non- 
liturgical churches. Now Come Let Us 
Worship which discusses the primary 
requirements for real worship in the 
small churches. But with both of these 
volumes on my desk, I am delighted 
that they neither conflict nor over-lap, 
but complement each other. 

The author points out how reality 
in worship can be realized only through 
“a thoroughly cooperative spirit on the 
part of the minister, choir, and con- 
gregation. He “then proceeds to pro- 
vide a practical worship program. He 
demonstrates the varied uses of the 
Bible. He then discusses available ma- 
terials for the worship program, the 


organization of the church service, and 
the sermon. The building and redecorat- 
ing problems of the small church are 
explored, and the choice of worship ac- 
cessories discussed. The book closes 
with practical suggestions for the min- 
ister who desires to introduce success- 
ful changes in his church, and a chap- 
ter on worship for young  people’s 
groups. It is an ideal book for any 
minister, and particularly those in the 
small church.” 

Table of contents: Hopes and Needs 
of the Worshipping Congregation, 
Preaching and Worship, The Bible and 
Worship, Literary Materials for Wor- 
ship, Organizing the Church Service, 
The Building Problems of Small 
Churches, The Accessories of Worship, 
Educating the Congregation About 
Worship, Worship for Youth, A Case 
Study, Dangers to Be Avoided. 

A nice piece of work, Dr. Palmer. 
We are indebted to you for this—an- 
other contribution in the field of wor- 


ship. 
ie eo 


Thy Hymnal for Youth. The West- 
minster Press, Philadelphia, 1941, 381 
pages. 85 cents each, postpaid; 70 
cents in quantities, delivery extra. 

One cannot read the current maga- 
zines nor listen to the radio without 
being apprised of the fact that, “Some- 
thing has been added to a famous cig- 
aret.” A much more important an- 
nouncement which will more than like- 
ly never be given any radio time is 
that, “Something has been added to a 
famous hymnal for youth.” 

The Church School Hymnal for Youth 
issued in 1928 by the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. A. has long been 
acknowledged by youth leaders as one 
of the best books in the field and one 
which succeeded in that rather difficult 
feat of being truly in demand inter- 
denominationally. 

To that which was good has been 
added that which makes the good even 
better. This new hymnal has been de- 
veloped with a basic purpose in mind; 
the hymns selected have been made to 
meet a most rigid series of tests. Re- 
sult: The newest, and in the opinion 
of this reviewer, the best youth hymnal 
now available. 

Specifically the basic principle of 
this hymnal coincides with the ob- 
jectives of the church program for 
youth: (1) the full surrender of one’s 
self to God as he is revealed in Jesus 
Christ the Saviour; (2) the manifesta- 
tion of a Christ-like love for all people; 
(3) the identification of one’s self with 
the fellowship of Christ’s followers 
throughout the world. 

The four basic tests used to judge 
the hymns worthy of inclusion are: (1) 
Does the hymn have a distinctly Chris- 
tian message? (2) Is the hymn good 
literature? (3) Is the tune good music? 
(4) Is the music singable ? 

Rigid as these tests are they have 
resulted in a book Catholic and eclectic 
in its nature. One becomes conscious 
of the universal character of the Chris- 
tian Church and of the contributions 
which many nationalities have made 
to its worship when he sees hymns in- 
cluded from ancient Greece, ancient 
Rome, Wales, Switzerland, Denmark, 
France, Austria, Russia, the Nether- 
lands, Germany, Bohemia, and England. 
One finds compositions from Beethoven, 
Grieg, Haydn, Handel, Mendelssohn, 
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Palestrina, Schumann, and Sibelius. All 
types of hymn tunes are to be found 
including plain songs, tunes from the 
Scottish and Genevan Psalters, carols, 


chorals, folk songs, and modern hymns. 
Last, and perhaps one of the most im- | 
portant features of this volume, is the | 


plethora of worship material which will 
prove of genuine value to all leaders 
of youth who seek to teach young peo- 
ple how to worship. 

I. G. G. 


Preachers and Preaching 
The Greatest Men of the Bible by 
Clarence E. Macartney. 
Cokesbury Press. 222 pages. $1.50. 


Abingdon- | 


According to this book the greatest | 
men of the Bible are Paul, David, | 


Moses, John, Peter, Abraham, Joseph, 


Isaiah, Elijah, Samuel, John the Bap- | 
tist, Jeremiah, Daniel, Joshua, Job. Dr. | 


Macartney discovered in his first pas- 


torate in the First Presbyterian Church | 


in Patterson, New Jersey, that bio- 
graphical sermons on Biblical charac- 
ters are not only relatively easy for 
ministers to preach but also make a 
strong appeal to the congregation. Re- 
membering that he asked his present 
congregation in the First Presbyterian 


Church in Pittsburgh to select the ten | 


greatest men in the Bible. The first 
eleven names in the above list were 
those selected, Samuel and John the 
Baptist being tied for tenth place. 


The. mood of the exclamation point | 


predominates and the atmosphere of 
enthusiastic admiration for the char- 
acters pervades every page. The ser- 
mons are other-worldly and mystic in 
the extreme. They are not likely to 
arouse any controversy. The preacher 
tells his own dreams of heaven, and 
addresses John saying, ‘‘Move over and 
make room for me.” He _ addresses 


others and those who might be con- | 


sidered lesser angels. 


There are many superlatives in this | 
sermon series. It is said that “We can | 


learn more from Peter than from all 
other of the Twelve Disciples put to- 
gether.” Abraham is designated as the 
man who passed through the greatest 
trial and Job is declared to be the 
greatest of all books. Several of the 
sermons close with a direct appeal for 
a decision for Christ. 
i. Sis. 


The Living Christ in the Life of To- | 


day by Thirteen Baptist Ministers. 
3roadman Press. 128 pages. $1.00. 
Sermons by thirteen Baptist minis- 
ters of the Southland, first delivered 
over the radio, and now made available 
to the reading public. The purpose of 
these broadcasts, and now of this book, 
is “to relate the living Christ to the 
experiences of living men today.” In 
planning this series, the committee was 
desirous to touch every phase of life 
in its relationship to Christ. The con- 
tents of the book serve to indicate the 
wide range of discussion. The subjects 
follow: Christ and Human Crises, 
Christ and Human Suffering, Christ 
and Human Liberty, Christ and Hu- 
man Sin, Christ and His Fellowship 
with Men, Christ and His Death, Christ 
and His Resurrection, Christ and His 
Return, Christ and His Church, Christ 
and the Ordinances of His Church, 





Christ and Man’s Ultimate Need, Christ | 
and His Sufficient Grace, and Christ | 
and the Life of Power. A very splendid | 


and suggestive volume, abounding in 
illustrations and suggestive’ texts, 





pee A brave and invigorating philosophy 





of life: a bold and ringing answer to the 
challenge of totalitarianism 


A Creed for Free Men 


A Study of Loyalties 
by William Adams Brown 


How can men and women in these troubled times achieve security, 
maintain courage and inner peace and keep hope alive? A noted 
writer and teacher here answers questions that concern us all today. 


$2.50 
What We Can Believe 
by Randolph Crump Miller 


Here is a book that meets the sceptic head on. In original, construe- 
tive and always interesting fashion it discusses and explains the main 


points of Christian life. $2.00 


Newtopia 
The World We Want 


by P. W. Wilson 


“To turn from listening to the radio and scanning the pages of the 
daily press to the pages of this book is like awakening from a night- 
mare to take a refreshing bath of sanity.”,—Henry Sloane Coffin. $2.00 


Faith and Nurture 
by H. Shelton Smith 


This book marks a revolutionary step in religious education, calling 
for a thorough and critical examination of present methods, and in- 
dicating the lines of constructive advance. A Religious Book Club 
Selection. $2.00 


The Christian 
Interpretation of Sex 


by Otto A. Piper 


“What a satisfaction it is to read a book, scholarly, open-minded, 
frank, which gives a true picture of the Christian attitude toward sex 
. ++ Dr. Piper’s book must be regarded with profound respect and will 
be read with intense interest.”,-—New York Herald Tribune. $2.00 


The Nature 
of the Early Chureh 


by Ernest F. Scott 


“A book of authoritative scholarship in the field of Christian origins 
and at the same time of direct bearing on the Christian movement of 
today.”—Religious Book Club Bulletin. A Religious Book Club Selec- 
tion. $2.00 


at all bookstores 
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broad in its interpretations, and pre- 
senting the supreme way of fruitful 
Christian living. 

L. N. L. 


The Voice of the Devil by G. Camp- 
bell Morgan. Fleming H. Revell Com- 
pany. 63 pages. 75 cents. 

This little book of four sermons 
shows G. Campbell Morgan at his 
worst, and at his best. His primitive 
interpretation of demonology strongly 
militates against the value of the work. 
This, however, does not mean that it 
is not worth reading. On the contrary, 
each of the four discourses is char- 
acterized by many of the elements of 
highly superior preaching. They are 
suggestive, constructive, and militantly 
Christian. 

These sermons coming from bombed 
London are grouped around the thought 
of the necessity of waging an unceasing 
war against the forces of evil. The 
text of the fourth is “Submit your- 
selves therefore to God. Resist the 
devil, and he will flee from you.” The 
central idea of it is expressed in the 
following words: “The conflict against 
evil is so real that there must be a 
definite plan of campaign. Desultory 
warfare is useless; and unless we have 
a plan of campaign, we shall be de- 
feated. I am thinking individually. The 
whole thing is there. I have said it 
twice already. I say it again: ‘Submit,’ 
‘Resist’.” All four of the sermons are 
of essentially the same pattern and are 
equally rich in material which is both 
stimulating intellectually and illuminat- 


ing spiritually. 
— L. H.C. 


The Psychology of Preaching and 
Pastoral Work by Thomas Hywel 
Hughes. The Macmillan Company. 266 
pages. $2.25. 

Writing from the poirit of view of a 
Free Church minister, Dr. Hughes ap- 
plies the findings of “the new depth 
psychology” to the varied aspects of 
a minister’s life and work. In so doing 
he has produced a book that will be 
of inestimable value to preachers every- 
where, an indispensable book for young 
preachers and ministerial students. His 
own appreciation and understanding of 
the work of Freud, Adler, Jung, and 
other modern psychologists and _ his 
ability to summarize their teachings 
in language that is not too technical 
for the average minister has enabled 
him to write a book that makes avail- 
able to ministers more effective meth- 
ods for both preaching and pastoral 
work. 

Dr. Hughes does not agree with those 
who minimize the value of preaching. 


He believes that Protestantism has been | 
right in giving preaching a_ central | 
place in public worship. He insists that 


the congregation is not passive in 
preaching, that it makes its own con- 
tribution to the sermon. But he does 
not stop with that. In addition to “the 
give and take” 
congregation, he believes that a third 
party, the Holy Spirit, is active. The 
preacher thus truly becomes the me- 
dium through whom God and man meet, 
and his preaching becomes the climax 
of the worship act. The divine afflatus 
does not make less necessary, but more 
necessary, the careful preparation of 
sermons since it can be experienced 
only in the supreme giving of self by 
the preacher. 
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TWO POWERFUL PLAYS 


By FRED EASTMAN 
Author of “Bread,” 





ESPECIALLY SUITABLE FOR CHRISTMAS 
A three-act, humorous, modern comedy. 
ting. Three women, four men. Two. hours. 
Seventy-five cents. Low royalty. 

“We have never given a play which brought 
forth so much favorable comment.” 

—Westminster Choir School 

Publisher’s Note: “THE TINKER is the most 
often produced religious type play on our list or 
likely any other publisher’s list. Many hundreds 
of successful productions attest its great value as 
a play to point the way into a reawakened spir- 
itual life.’’ 

——— @ 


THE EXAMINATION 


A tense and poignant one-act drama of youth’s 


conflicts today. Four men, three women. Thirty- 
five cents. Royalty, $5.00. 
--— -@ 





WALTER H. BAKER COMPANY 











| 178 Tremont Street Boston, Massachusetts 
| 








One Prophet - and Another 
Ethel Cutler 
$1.50 


approach to the study 
of the prophets and Jesus. In a series of 
line drawings in words, the author deftly 
sketches the prophets against the background 
of their times and finds in the timeless ex- 
perience of these well-known figures a basis 
for confidence and security in the search to- 
day for the meaning of life. 


THE WOMANS PRESS 


600 Lexington Avenue New York, N. Y. 


A new and unusual 























GOWNS + 


Select MOORE Gowns and your 
choir will present an_ inspiringly 
beautiful appearance for years to 
come. Styles for adult, intermediate 
and junior choirs, in many beautiful 
materials and colors. Write for FREE 
Choir Apparel Style Book C12, 
Budget Payment Plan 112, Pulpit 
Apparel Style Book CP62. 

Due to present conditions we suggest ardering now for future delivery. 
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between preacher and | 


DeLong » DeLong 


1505 Race St. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


CHURCH FURNISHINGS 
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CHANCEL RENOVATIONS 











“The Great Choice,’’ etc. 


One set- | 





| juniors. 


In exalting preaching, the author 

| does not lessen the importance of other 
ministerial duties and functions. He 
agrees with the professional psychia- 
trists that major emotional maladjust- 
ments and mental disorders must be 
treated only by specialists, but he be- 
lieves that in the incipient stages the 
minister can properly deal with them, 
using cautiously the elementary meth- 
ods of psychotherapy. He insists that 
pastoral visitation is an essential part 
of the minister’s work and that it can- 
not be neglected without serious im- 


| pairment of his preaching. He offers 


some practical suggestions for making 
visitation more effective. 

No minister can read this book with- 
out feeling that he himself has fallen 
far short of measuring up to the re- 
quirements and the opportunities of his 


| calling. Anticipating this, the author 
| declares that help from God is ever 


available, that whenever a man sur- 
renders himself for service God can 


| use him and make effective his efforts. 


Re te Oa 


Youth 


Squaring Up by Julius Fischbach. 
The Judson Press. 160 pages. $1.25. 

Fifty talks to juniors by the min- 
ister of the First Baptist Church of 
Lansing, Michigan. Each talk is about 
three pages in length; each is intro- 
duced by a text; and each uses some 
object or picture that the lesson may 
be enforced through the eye-gate. One 
on the subject “Links” uses three paper 
loops, one pasted without twisting, the 
second twisted once and pasted, and 
the third twisted twice and pasted. 
Then each link is cut—the first making 
two links; the second one great link; 
and the third makes two links but they 
are linked together. Then comes the 
lesson on standing alone; on _ being 
puffed up; and joined together arm in 
arm for Christian service and co-opera- 
tion. Another is entitled T. N. T. in 
which there is a brief discussion of 
explosives and their power. Then a 
jar marked T. N. T. is opened and 
in it is a small New Testament which 
is called “Tried New Testament” (T. 
N. T.) This brings forth the lesson 
that the New Testament is mighty 
when tried. It has power to change 
living. Instead of tearing apart it 
builds up. Another entitled “Uncle 
Abe” tells a beautiful story of Abraham 
Lincoln and a small girl. Another tells 
about bees. Still another discusses flint 
and putty. This volume is a most use- 
ful ene for those interested in speak- 
ing to children. It is filled with sug- 
gestions that can really be used. The 
teaching-points are most helpful and 
easily understood. It is most worth 
while reading this book to learn the 
method of a successful preacher to 
Commended for use in the 
Junior church as well as in the Junior 
department of Sunday Schools. 

i. ON. 4. 


Young Leaders in Action by Isaac 
Kelley Beckes. The Abingdon-Cokes- 
bury Press. 216 pages. $1.75. 


This book is a k'nd of laboratory pre- 
sentation of every phase of young peo- 
ple’s work. The author nowhere dis- 
courses directly to the reader. Instead 
he invites the reader to “listen” to the 
conversations of the Minister and 
President, the Church School Superin- 
tendent and the President, the groups 
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in their meetings, Sunday evening and 
cabinet meetings, at summer institutes, 
in the office of the Board President, 
to the speech of the President at the 
State Young People’s Convention, and 
to the final meditation of a young man 
who had been a successful president 
for three years. 

In this form of conversation, in the 
speech of young people, which everyone 
will recognize, the author discusses the 
necessity and meaning of the Young 
People’s organization, the problems of 
the Pastor, the president, the commit- 
tees, the cliques; getting, holding, and 
increasing attendance; objectives, pro- 
grams, relation to the work of the 
church, and other subjects. 


All of these matters are written 
about in a way that never allows the 
reader to lose interest. The two final 
chapters probe the deeper meanings of 
membership in the Kingdom. 

In the foreword the author declares 
that “my earnest hope is that this nar- 
rative picture of a Young People’s So- 
ciety at work will bring encouragement 
to, and help lighten the load of, the 
host of loyal young people and their 
adult counsellors as they wrestle with 
problems in the local church.” 

Pastors, counsellors, and young peo- 
ple who will get the book, will find that 
the author’s hopes are fully justified 
and fulfilled. 

W. A. W. 


Missions 


God’s Ravens by Julia Lake Kellers- 
berger. Fleming H. Revell Company. 
207 pages. $1.50. 

This is an autobiography of the wife 
of a missionary doctor from a planta- 
tion in the south to the labors, woes, 
and joys in the heart of the Belgian 
Congo. The sustaining theme of the 
narrative, much of which is taken from 
the author’s husband’s diary and set 
down in that form, is, as indicated by 
the title, the way in which God has 
continuously been the Divine companion 
and helper through it all, twenty-four 
years of sacrificial service, marked by 
times “oft in perils.” 

The author’s story dominates the 
pages, as would be expected, rather 
than the missionary work, though that 
is not minimized by any means. 

Here is a vivid account also of the 
progress of transportation from the 
most primitive mode of travel, both to 
the post of service and on the “circuit,” 
to the use of a Ford on the “circuit” 
and the speedy flight of modern air- 
craft across the continents. The story 
tells of the types of diseases found and 
the numbers of persons treated, the vis- 
its of adventures, scientific expeditions, 
government officials, the food, the wild 
animals, the habits of the peoples, the 
response made to the ministry of medi- 
cine and the gospel, all in all a moving 
account of the work and the peoples. 

Not the least part of the book is 
what is unintentionally revealed by the 
author. This reviewer was at times 
held rapt by the descriptions of nature, 
to the appreciation of which the author 
brings an artistic imagination worthy 
of a poet of the first water. Here is 
an example: “As the pilgrims neared 
their Mecca, they began to climb high- 
er, crossing ranges of golden-grassed 
hills topped by fringes of palm trees, 
blackly etched against cream-puff 
clouds and resembling a caravan of 
camels padding a sea of sand or a 
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By HARRY EMERSON FOSDICK 
The new book of 25 sermons for today by America’s 
greatest pulpit and radio preacher. Each is a challenge 
and help to sturdier, richer living for men and women in 
all walks of life. “It may fall out that some of these ser- 
mons will be read and quoted for generations to come.” 
—Dallas News. $1.50 


Meister Eckhart: 4 Modern Translation 


By RAYMOND B. BLAKNEY 
This first American edition is also the only authoritative 
and readable edition in English of the classic writings 
of the famous 14th century mystic and preacher. $3.00 
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By REGINA WESTEOTT WIEMAN 
If you want religion to be a creative factor in your home, 
this is the book for you. An expert professional coun- 
sellor presents the experience of years in a way that is 
understandable and practical to every conscientious 
parent. Superb for Parents’ Class study. $2.00 
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“These 17 worship services for adult and young people’s 
groups are a treasure-house for those who desire devo- 
tional programs that are original and imaginative, with 
a touch of dramatic appeal.”—Religious Book Club Bul- 
letin. $1.50 
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line of soldiers marching to battle with 
knapsacks on their backs.””’ Many pages 
sparkle with similar sentences. 

All who are interested in the world- 
wide outreach of the church, the mod- 
ern spread of Christianity, ought to 
read this book. It should be used as 
study material in missionary groups 
and read for sheer enjoyment by those 
who love a good story well told. 

W. A. W. 


Devotional 


The Imitation of Christ edited by 
Edward J. Klein. Harper & Brothers. 
261 pages. $3.00. 

The popularity of Thomas a Kempis’ 
The Imitation of Christ is second only 
to the Bible among the books of all 
time. The first complete edition in Eng- 
lish was made by Richard Whitford 
and published about 1530 under the 
title of The Folowynge of Cryste. Dur- 





ing the next half a century no less | 


than twenty editions were published. 
This edition edited by Edward J. Klein 
is based upon the first complete English 
translation made in 1530 by Richard 
Whitford. 

The publication of this famous book 
will give to those who have “never got 
around to it” an opportunity to enjoy 
some passages which even rank at 
times with some of the greatest spir- 
itual observation in the Bible. This 
volume could be used in the pulpit as 
scripture. It has served and will con- 
tinue to serve as readings for private 
or public devotions. There runs through 
this volume a spirit which the reviewer 
has often wished could be more firmly 
a part of our own scientific civilization. 
As Charles Kingsley has expressed it, 
this book is “the school of many a 
noble soul.” 

ae Pie 


Rest Awhile by Vance Havner. Flem- 
ing H. Revell Company. 96 pages. 
$1.00. 

A brilliant, stimulating, helpful new 
book of meditations based upon the 
author’s commonplace experience which 
to him reflect the glory of the eternal 
truth of the Gospel. Rest Awhile is a 
companion volume to By the Still 
Waters which came out a while ago and 


endeared the writer to so many people. | 


For us who are seeking to keep alive 
the essentials of the Christian faith in 


chaotic times like these, this exquisite | 


little volume fills a great need in that 


it takes our commonplace experiences | 


as introductory agents to point us to 
the higher things of the soul upon 
which we must keep our eyes if our 
faith is to continue its mighty work 
in us. 

A few words from the chapter on 
“Pickaninny” will show you the un- 
usually appealing style and content of 
the book: Walking down a country 
road in North Carolina, the author met 
a Negro man carrying his brown- 
skinned baby who looks with wide star- 
ing eyes over his father’s shoulders. 

“T was in a mellow mood and mam- 
my’s little coal-black rose stirred tender 
reflections. After all,” mused the stroll- 
ing parson, “are not we both, pickanin- 
ny and preacher, only wandering chil- 
dren given a few short years to spend 
in this strange world together? From 
one great mystery we came to live a 
while on a puzzling earth and then 
move on to the mightiest wonder of all. 
How little he knows of life’s tangles; 


| 


| 


| CACAO... 
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@ Higley’s 1942 Commentary is better 
than ever. Its 22 outstanding features 
are indispensable to teachers and ad- 
vanced students. Based on the Inter- 
national Uniform Lessons. True tothe 
whole Bible. Definitely evangelistic. 
Spiritual. Truly—a complete teacher! 
Money-back guarantee. 

320 pages, nearly 300,000 words, cloth 
bound, attractive jacket. Price: only $1. 


Only Order from your bookseller or direct. 
$1 00 Write for Big FREE catalogof ‘‘Mas- 
. ter Line’? Sunday School Supplies. 
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in a single volume. 
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yet do I know much more? 

“He is on his way to some obscure 
shanty. How little he has and yet 
how much is his. About all that really 
matters is his as well as mine. ; 
_ “For him the sky is blue, the sun 
is warm, the grass is green; for him 
the wood thrush sings from the cy- 
presses at sundown. For him the sun- 
beams dance as freely as for the pam- 
pered sons of wealth, the violet blooms 
as readily at his cabin door. The breez- 
es kiss his cheeks impartially; the 
mocking bird sings his choicest bars 
as gaily for this dusky listener as for 
kings and princes. For him the sea- 
sons work their magic wonders. The 
whole wide universe was made and the 
mighty process of the ages rolls on 
as surely for him as for me. 

“Is not God as near to him as any 
saint in cloistered cathedral? It was 
for him that Jesus came and lived and 
died; for him Bethlehem, and Calvary 
and the open grave... 

Bs 2. T. 


Consider Him by Vance Havner. 
Fleming H. Revell Company. 100 pages. 
$1.00. 

A splendid volume of meditations for 
quiet moments. Each meditation has 
a subject, an appropriate text, and a 
full page of exposition ending in a per- 
sonal application. A splendid aid for 
personal and family devotions. Will 
most surely help to generate faith and 
help in the solution of the modern prob- 
lems that confront life. Most appropri- 
ate for use in the Christian home and 
especially useful for the family altar. 

L. N. L. 


I Am Persuaded by Julian Duguid. 
D. Appleton-Century Company, 362 
pages. $2.50. 

Here is a personal narrative of a 
religious pilgrimage which has the 
fascination of a novel. The first part 


| of the book gives the account of the 


| ship. 


author’s gradual break with the church. 
In his case it is the Church of England. 


The conflict between the church and 
Darwinianism is one factor. Another, 
and perhaps more important is the 


“stuffiness” of its clergy. Anyway the 


| break is complete and the writer tries 


to find his ultimate life adjustment in 
the teachings of science. 
The second part of the book de- 
scribes, in detail, his return to faith. 
It is hard for this reviewer to enter 
into all of the experiences, many of 
which are of a psychic nature. But the 


| account has-all the earmarks of authen- 


ticity. Many of the pages deal with the 
reliability of spiritualistic phenomena. 

This may be the avenue which is to 
bring men and women back to the faith. 
The fact that well known churchmen 
such as Lloyd C. Douglas, William L. 
Stidger, James W. Fifield, William E. 
Gilroy enthusiastically endorse the book 
would seem to indicate that they con- 
sider the psychic experience method of 
the return to faith a genuine one. 

Even with the return to faith the 
author does not recover his confidence 
in clergymen. He still thinks that they 
lack the knowledge of men and affairs 
which is essential for spiritual !eader- 
His attitude may be sensed by 
these lines: 

“No man should be allowed in the 


| church until he has proved that he can 
earn a living for at least five years. 
| He would then start with the respect 


of his parishioners.” 
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For an Old-Fashioned Christmas ... 


66 99 
THE QUOTABLE BIBLE 
736 PAGES — $3.00 POSTPAID 

. Authoritative... 
to come. Beautifully printed and bound, ‘“‘The Quotable Bible’’ is 
a Christmas gift for every member of the family. 

Dr. Ralph W. 
writes in his Foreword: ‘‘While selective choice has shortened the 
Bible to 736 pages, nothing essential has been omitted.” 

Dr. Andrew W. Blackwood, the Princeton Theological Seminary, 
says: ‘The writer intends to use ‘The Quotable Bible’ at morning 
and evening family prayers.” 

Every book of the magnificent King James Ver- 
sion, edited for consecutive reading. ... A Detailed 
Table of Contents, a concise index and nearly one 
thousand Biblical quotations for lifelong reference. 


SAMUEL CURL, Inc., 70 Fifth Ave., New York City 


Rich in reading for the years 


Sockman, Christ Church, Methodist, N. Y.C., 

















New Year Fun 


EW Year’s eve has become a 
time of play and laughter. The 


hotels, cafes, night clubs and 
theaters are crowded with pleasure 
seekers. At the same time many 


churches will offer their new year serv- 
ices beginning in the early evening 
and lasting until the stroke of twelve. 

Churches have found that in the long 
New Year program there is need for 
sociability as well as prayers and ser- 
mons. How else can they hope to make 
the evening one which will appeal to 
youth as well as age? This wise church 
will definitely plan an evening which 
combines worship with festivities to 
offset the attractions which involve 
drinking and questionable recreations. 

Here are some suggestions for an 
evening of Christian fun. 

A Grand March. A grand march is 
always popular. The barn dance figures 
are coming back. Distribute paper caps 
to give the air of hilarity. Have the 
marchers sing patriotic marching songs 
as they make their rounds. 

Mystery Maze. This is a good ice 
breaker. Have eight strands of cord 
running around the hall. The strings 
will cross and recross. Eight con- 
testants try to reach the end of their 
strings to win a prize. 

Balloon Race. Each contestant is 
given a rubber balloon. The contest is 
to blow the balloon until it bursts. The 
noise of the bursting balloons adds to 
the fun. 

Kid Games. Hop-scotch, bean bag, 
marbles, rope jumping. You remember 
them. They revive easily on New Year’s 
eve. Lollipops make good prizes for 
the winners. 

Scrambled Resolutions. This game is 
a scream. Each person is asked to 
write his best New Year’s resolution on 
a sheet of paper. Then these are 
“scrambled” and_ redistributed. Each 


person must read the one he draws in 
the redistribution. When Mary reads 


hers which says that she will shave 
every day and Dick insists that he will 


use no more lipstick the party will be | 


in laughter. 

If the party starts at eight and re- 
freshments are planned at 10:30, ad- 
journment may be made at eleven so 
that all may attend the hour of wor- 
ship at the close of the old year. Some 
will slip out at that hour, of course, 
but more will be united in the service 
and be thankful that they have been 
provided with an opportunity for clean 
fun. 


CHRISTMAS PRAYERS 


O God, our loving Father, help us 
rightly to remember the birth of Jesus, 
that we may share in the song of the 
Angels, the gladness of the Shepherds, 
and the worship of the Wise Men. Close 
the door of hate and open the door of 
love all over the world. Let kindness 
come with every gift and good desires 
with every greeting. Deliver us from 
evil by the blessing that Christ brings, 
and teach us to be merry with clear 
hearts. May the Christmas morning 
make us happy to be Thy children and 
the Christmas evening bring us to our 
beds with grateful thoughts, forgiving 
and forgiven, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


Robert Louis Stevenson. 


Heavenly Father, wilt Thou forgive 
us, Thy children, that we have been so 
wise in earth’s blundering ways that 
we have been substituting formula and 
ritual for simple neighborliness, for 
kindness, generosity, and charity; that 
we have gone so far with our pride of 
mind that we have lost the heart. O, 
restore us, Lord! Bring us back by the 
way of the little Child this morning. 
Teach us the common duties here today 
and make sublime the simplicities of 
life. Amen. 

Frank W. Gunsaulus. 














60 Fifth Avenue 


IN THE SHADOW 
OF THE CROSS 


By Frederick K. Stamm 


Here is a truly spiritual interpre- 
tation of the significance of the 
generation. Dr. 
Stamm portrays Jesus the Pio- 
neer, the loftiness of His spirit, 
and the daring of His preaching. 
He reveals the strength of Christ’s 
teachings and demonstrates the 
need for and the effectiveness of 
His gospel in an insane, violent 


Cross for our 


world. Challenging 
Christian reader. 


THE RETURN 
TO RELIGION 


By Henry C. Link 
Here is the most widely discussed 
book of spiritual interest in our 
time. “Every American ought to 
William 
This book has 
countless thousands to a happier, 


read it,” says 


Phelps. 


more abundant life. 


made available at a truly popular 
price to help many new readers 


in this time of crisis. 


WINDOWS ON LIFE 
By Carl H. Kopf 


This book, based on the author’s 
popular series of radio addresses, 
keen and helpful 
series of trenchant observations 
on the problems and joys affect- 
ing the everyday lives of the ma- 


comprises a 


jority of American 


women. 


lustrations. 


| THE GOLDEN BOUGH 


By Sir James G. Frazer 


In this famous volume is the ab- 
sorbing account of the myths, su- 
perstitions, ancient religious rites 
and practices, and primitive be- 
land and 
from the remote past to recent 
Selected by three promi- 
nent men of letters as one of the 
influential” 


liefs of every 
times. 


twenty-five “most 
books of our time! 


THE MISSIONARY 
MESSAGE OF THE 


BIBLE 


By Julian Price Love 


Are Christian missions 
practical undertaking, 


Scriptural foundation, without the 
endorsement of historical Chris- 
No! affirms Dr. 
Love in this revealing study of 
the Scriptures and their mission- 
Surveying the Old 
and New Testaments, the author 
unequivocal 


tian leadership? 


ary message. 


shows us the 
sionary teachings to 
throughout. 


MACMILLAN 














Written with real 
derstanding and insight, it con- 
tains a wealth of helpful material 
and a multitude of practical il- 

$2.00 


New York 
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For the International—————= 
= __ Sunday School Lessons 


MANUAL OF 
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“One picture is worth 





Manual of 
VISUAL TEACHING 


TWROUGM THE [YE TO THE HEART 


10,000 words.” 

A "TEACH the younger chil- 
! dren by means of this new, 
instructive, fascinating meth- 
od. Cut-outs enable you to 
| hold the interest by combining 
word with action. All draw- 
ings required are in the Manual, with simple, easily 
understood instructions. 


Published quarterly at the amazingly 
low price of $1.00 


FREE ] Our Book Catalogue, or samples of our sound 
= Sunday School papers and quarterlies. 


CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 
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Commemorate the memory of dis- 
tinguished and loved members of 
your congregation with dignified 
bronze tablets. Name plates of 
every description in the best of 
taste. Sketches submitted without 
charge. 
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Practical Ideas 


by Margaret Ratcliffe 


What is more valuable than an idea? Here are many for the 


social activities of the various organizations. 


Some wiil surely 


prove suggestive to your church. 


N answer to the query, “What things 

are the Women’s Society and other 

organizations of your church doing 
these days which are different?” min- 
isters’ wives gave a wide variety of an- 
swers, such as, the sale of hot dogs and 
chicken pies, bridge and bingo parties, 
rose and strawberry festivals, sight- 
seeing tours to see flower gardens, a 
“come as you are” 
breakfast—a morning breakfast with 
silver collection with fines if you 
change your dress or shoes or comb 
your hair after you are invited—pan- 
cake dinners, and Edison cooking dem- 
onstration. 





Other ideas which might prove sug- 


| gestive are as follows: 


| for that delicacy! 





Chow Mein and Vegetable Soup 


The very thought of raising $500 
making chow mein weakens our desire 
Yet this huge sum 
was the proceeds turned in last year 
by an exceedingly energetic group of 
women of the Bay City Congregational 
Women’s Society from making and 
selling chow mein at the church every 
Wednesday. Another group of this 
society specializes in vegetable soup, 
which was also prepared and dis- 
tributed at the church this same day. 
One can almost visualize the women 
of the city arriving every Wednesday 
with their milk bottles and pails to pur- 
chase the first course of the family 
dinner. 


Church Carnival 


Our Discussion Club, a senior high 
school aged group, is planning an hi- 
larious evening for all, both young and 
old, at their carnival. The church 
basement, divided into booths for the 
various attractions—fortune _ telling, 
dart throwing, weight guessing, food 
shop, fish pond, attic treasures—will 
take on a brilliant atmosphere of daz- 
zling colored lights, music, clowns, bal- 
loons, streamers, and weird sketches! 
At one end of the dining room the 
house of horrors will terrify you, while 
at the other the humorous acts will en- 
tertain you. Comic pictures will be 
taken, motion pictures shown, and gro- 
tesque animals will parade. The price, 
nothing over five cents, should be an 
added attraction. Enthused about 
their undertaking, these young people 


hope this church carnival will be a 
thriller and a money maker! 
Booth at State Fair 


The women of the Congregational 
Women’s Society of Highland Park, 
Michigan, assisted by a few men of the 
church—over 100 people cooperating 
together—erect a booth at the state 
fair grounds where they serve meals 
for ten days, annually, during the state 
fair. The church kitchen, the scene of 
much activity, turns out pies by the 
hundreds and soup by the gallon. Al- 
though the undertaking means tremen- 
dous work, there is satisfaction in the 
$1200 that the treasury has to show 
for their tired muscles. 

Book Reviews 

The Congregational women in Port 
Huron are interested in book reviews 
of popular books of the season. From 
seventy-five to 100 women gather to 
hear these and to enjoy the afternoon 
tea which follows. Each woman pays 
a small admittance of twenty-five cents. 
Some book reviewers give their serv- 
ices gratis, while others charge ten 
dollars. Up to the minute talks on 
current events could be substituted for 
book reviews. 

Men’s Ties 

“Every man shall wear an Aid tie!” 
must be the slogan in _ Rochester, 
Michigan. Cotton ties which sold for 
twenty-five cents and rayon ones for 
thirty-five cents each brought in $190 
proceeds for a small Aid group of 
twelve of the Congregational Church. 
These, along with republican ties with 
an elephant stamped on each by the 
block printing group, were sewn at the 
church every Wednesday. 
Questionnaire 

A special committee of the Mt. Hope 
Congregational Women’s Society, De- 
troit, has organized a visitation of all 
the women of the church. Each woman 
is being presented with a questionnaire 
in an effort to find out her particular 
interest and in what sphere she de- 
sires most to serve her church. With 
these tabulated results the committee 
hopes to place each woman in the most 
advantageous position. 

Boy Ushers 

Dignity is not an attribute of age 

only, so why should ushers be always 



































































elderly or middle aged men? As an 
experiment we asked twenty-four lads 
of senior high school age (four for each 
two months) to be Sunday morning 
ushers. The result has greatly sur- 
passed our expectation. The young 
people feel they have a part in the 
service, and the older people are 
thrilled to see them perform. It has 
assured us of the fact that at least 
twenty-four of this age group are in 
church. 


Animated Magazine 


Our programs following the monthly 
church night suppers range all the 
way from Kodacrome pictures of the 
gorgeous beauty of northern Michigan 
to a children’s program with little 
Emil’s singing and Sammy’s blowing 
his horn, until you held your breath 
lest he burst a blood vessel, as high- 
lights; from an organ recital with an 
out-of-town soloist to “Information 
Please”; from movies of humorous 
shots around town to those of extensive 
trips to Africa, Europe, and South 
America; from two one-act plays to the 
men’s forum. 


Perhaps something refreshing for 
such programs would be the “Animated 
Magazine” which made its initial ap- 
pearance as the “Cat’s Meow” at one 
of our town women’s clubs. 


A humorous drawing of the cover 
was hung at one side of the front of 
the room while at the other was an- 
other large sheet bearing the inter- 
esting contents. On turning the first 
page the magazine sprang to life and 
the audience enjoyed the following 
contents of original stories, poems, and 
wise advice. One staff member gave 
an unusual review of Gone With the 
Wind which was interspersed with 
striking comments; another, as Help- 
ful Hattie the Household Editor, of- 
fered a hatful of household hints; a 
third as Betty Blight, editor of the 
Experience column, awakened us with 
advice on “How to get a husband,” 
“What constitutes an ideal husband,” 
and “What to do when the ‘boys’ with 
whom hubby has been keeping com- 
pany turn out to be a _ blonde”; a 
fourth presented the first episode of 
the serial “Jenny of the Gooseberry 
Gulch,” which left the audience in such 
suspense that they could scarcely wait 
for the next episode to hear how Jenny 
managed to scramble out of her predic- 
ament; a fifth, representing the fash- 
ion and beauty editor, impressed upon 
us some suggestions (we doubt the 
value) for figure control and care of 
the skin. 

For a serious note the composer of 
“Poetry for Pleasure” quoted her own 
three poems, a boy soloist rendered 
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for your organization. 


carton. 





boxes of tea-balls FREE. 


4230 Old York Road 





SUMOLAE TEA is a perfect blend of high quality Pekoe and 
Orange Pekoe teas of rich aroma and delicious flavor. 
convenience in handling, these tea-balls are packed, two glassine 
bags of 50 tea-balls each, making 100 tea-balls in a box and ten 
boxes to the carton. From the sale of a carton of 1000 SUMOLAE 
TEA-BALLS at a penny each, your profit will be $4.00 on each 
The cost of the carton including delivery is $6.00. 


With each carton of tea-balls you will receive 10 FELLOWSHIP 
CIRCLE CARDS. Each card bears full instructions which, if 
carried out, means that every member of your organization be- 
sides selling this product can also be earning extra premium 


RAISE $50.00 
For Your Chureh Organization 


This Easy Way! 


The selling of SUMOLAE TEA-BALLS will earn many dollars 


For your | 


If you desire further information and sample of our product kindly write us. 


HARVEY L. SHOMO 


Philadelphia, Pennsylvania | 
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three lively numbers, and “yours 
truly” told the short story. 


Long to be remembered were the 


short but startling ads which inter- | 


spersed the whole section. As the 


animated advertiser displayed samples | 


of the products, she gave catchy ad- 
vertisements, such as, “It’s the ‘limit’— 


good for laundry, bath, autos, halito- | 


sis, hangnails, or what-have-you”; 


“Don’t let your neck show tattle-tale | 


gray, use this soap, then watch and 
pray”; “If your corn is knee high in 
July, mow it down with our corn- 
plaster” ... until the audience was 
rollicking with laughter. 





LOCAL LOYALTY AND LARGE 
OUTLOOK 
John Henry Jowett, with his haunt- 


ingly beautiful way of coining figures, | 


once likened the mind of Saint Paul to 
a skylark in its motion. Saint Paul’s 
mind, he said, would mount up like an 


to the point where he could songfully 
survey the world; but, like the sky- 
lark, Paul always kept his nest on the 
ground. The bird does it to keep its 
body warm; Paul, to keep his spirit 
from growing cold. Every Christian 
should have a skylark motion to his 
mind, rising up to get the world out- 
looks, yet maintaining his local loyal- 
ties to keep his spirit warm. From 
Recoveries in Religion by Ralph W. 
Sockman; Cokesbury Press. 





MONEY FOR YOUR TREASURY 


OVER 1,500,000 
SUNFLOWER DISHCLOTHS 


were sold in 1940 by members of 
SUNDAY SCHOOLS, Ladies’ Aids, 
Young People’s Groups, etc. Finest 
quality cloths. They enable you to 
earn money for your treasury, and 
make friends for your organization. 


Sample Free to Official 


SANGAMON MILLS 
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RAISE FUNDS FOR YOUR CHURCH 
Excellent opportunity for Ladies’ Aid Societies, 
Members of Church Groups, Bazaars, etc. to earn 
money for their Treasury, by selling our distinctive 
Art Needlework line of stamped linens, pillow 
cases, scarfs, tablecloths, etc. for embroidery. 
Direct from manufacturer at wholesale prices. 
Also Yard Goods line. Write for our FREE 24- 
page catalog. 


EMBROIDERY GUILD 
740 Broadway, Department 626 New York, N. Y. 











Plan Now for Christmas 


| A large sample packet of attractively 
ethereal minstrel pilgrim of the skies | 


printed Christmas supplies is awaiting 
you! 

It contains an unusually fine assort- 
ment of pastors’ personal greeting 
cards, Christmas announcement folders 
and bulletins, collection envelopes, pas- 
tors’ Christmas gift calendars and 
many other printed aids for the Christ- 
mas season. 


Write today for your sample packet. It’s free 


THE WOOLVERTON PRINTING CO. 


115 East 4th Street 
CEDAR FALLS, IOWA 


Perhaps we can save you money on your 
next printing order. May we quote you? 
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THE LIVING CHRIST 
IN THE LIFE OF TODAY 


By THIRTEEN SOUTHERN 
Baptist LEADERS 


Listeners to the broadcasts will 
rejoice that the thirteen “Bap- 
tist Hour” Radio Messages are 
mow in book form. Through 
these broadcasts Southern Bap- 
tists have made a vital contri- 
bution to Christian history dur- 
ing these perilous times. The 
theme of each of these sermons 
is a development of the subject, 
“The Living Christ in the Life 
of Today.” $1.00 
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A NEW CHRISTMAS PLAY! 


“Christmas Through the Ages” 
By MARCUS BACH 
Your church will want to be one 
of the first to present this new 
and unusual one-act Christmas 


play. It can be produced with a 
minimum of settings and re- 
hearsals. We are sure that it 


will be one of the high spots in 
your Christmas Program. 
Write Today for Complete Information! 
CHURCH WORLD PRESS, Inc. 
616 E. St. Clair Ave. Cleveland, O. 
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for CLERGY and CHOIR 


ALTAR LINENS, EMBROIDERIES 
MATERIALS BY THE YARD, TAILORING 


Send for our new Catalogue 


NEW YORK 


417 FIFTH AVENUE 
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Recommended Christmas Dramas’ 


Adeste Fidelis by Louise Ayre Gar- 
nett. A Christmas processional in 
blank verse. Music selected and ar- 
ranged by Mack Evans. Fifteen men, 
twelve women, and choir. Thirty min- 


utes. 35 cents. (Royalty, $5.00.) Baker. 
Christmzs Incorporated by Walter 
Kerr. A one-act play for women. A 


| department-store clerk, disillusioned by 


the commercialization of Christmas, is 
shown by a little child where Christ- 
mas may really be found. Six women, 
one child. (Royalty, $5.00.) 
French. 


35 cents. 


Christmas Pageant of the Holy Grail, 
The, by W. Russell Bowie. Four scenes, 
arranged for reader and_ tableaux. 
Twelve to fifteen characters. King Ar- 
thur and his Knights, the Round Table, 
and the Holy Grail, in pageant form. 
25 cents. (No royalty.) Abingdon- 
Cokesbury Press. 

Come Let Us Adore Him by Victor 
Starbuck. A poetic play of the Nativ- 
ity. Three Twelve men, five 
women, and one child. 50 cents. (Royal- 
ty, $10.00 when admission is charged; 
$5.00 otherwise.) Dramatic Publishing 


scenes. 


Co. 


| field. 


| act with prologue and epilogue. 
| traditional Christmas story 


The by John Mase- 
Designed for the chancel. Thir- 
teen men, one woman, several attend- 
ants, and a chorus. A poetic produc- 
tion of great beauty, but difficult. $1.50. 
(Royalty on application to Baker.) 
Macmillan. Music separate, by Gustav 
Holst. $1.50. Curwen, Inc. 

Crowded Out by J. W. G. 


Coming of Christ, 


Ward. One 
The 
done sim- 


| ply and effectively and with use of the 
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BEAUTIFY YOUR CHURCH 

— with 

MANITOWOC FINE FURNITURE 
Write for Drawings and Prices 


MANITOWOC CHURCH FURNITURE CO. 
Department No. 5 Waukesha, Wisconsin 











we w WARE OF QUALITY 
In Aluminum or Silver ser 


243 He BEST MATERIALS “LOWEST PRICE 
ie. “4 Ww FINEST WORKMANSHIP 
amr g\\: RYor ae pr me Illustrate d Catalog 


INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE CO. 


ROOM 362 1701-03 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA.PA_ 








| and a boy. 35 cents. 


Goodman. 


men, six 
$5.00.) 


Twelve 
(Royalty, 


Christmas carols. 
women. 25 
Harper’s. 

Dust of the Road by Kenneth Sawyer 
A one-act drama. Three men 
and one woman. A dramatization of 
the old legend that 
to return to earth once a year to plead 
soul tempted to betray 
friendship. 50 cents. (Royalty, $5.00 if 
no admission is charged; $10.00 if ad- 
mission is charged.) Baker. 

Eternal Life by Fred Eastman. One 
act. Story of fear and hate conquered 
by faith and love in an air-raid shelter. 
Makes use of Christmas carols and the 
Bible. Twenty- 
three women, 
$5.00.) 


cents. 


Judas is allowed 


some 


great promises of the 
five minutes. Two men, 
5 (Royalty, 

French. 
Long The, by 


Christmas’ Dinner, 


*The selections have been made by the Re 
ligious Drama Department of Chicago Theological 
Seminary. 


Thornton Wilder. An adult one-act play 
dramatizing the brevity of life. Five 
men, seven women. Five other plays 
in the volume with this title. $2.50. 
(Royalty, $10.00.) French. 

Lost Children by Dorothy E. 
A Christmas play for children, 
act. Six three boys. 50 
(Royalty, $10.00 where 
charged; $5.00 where no admission is 
charged.) Longmans, Green and Co. 

Nativity, The, by Rosamond Kimball. 
scenes. Nine young men, two 
women, children. A Christmas service 
arranged for a reader from biblical 
text, and tableaux. 35 cents. (No royal- 
ty.) French. 

One Night in Bethlehem. A play of 
the Nativity by Katherine S. Brown 
and Glenna Smith Tinnin. In a prologue 
and five Twenty men, six 
women, and carolers. (Royal- 
ty, $5.00 where no admission is 
charged; $10.00 where 
charged.) French. 

Pageant of the Singing Stars, The, 
by Louis Wilson. A new Christmas 
pageant presenting poetically an ap- 
peal for Christ-like social or- 
der. No scenery. (Royalty, 
$5.00.) Baker. 

Peace I Give Unto You, by Dorothy 
Clark Wilson. A peace play especially 
suitable for Christmas. One act. Three 
men, one woman. 35 cents. (No royal- 
ty.) Baker. 

Saint, The, by A. Beatrice Knowles. 
A story about the original St. Nicholas 
and Christmas giving. One act. One 


Nichols. 

in one 
girls, cents. 
admission is 


Four 


scenes. 
35 cents. 


admission is 


a more 
35 cents. 


man, nineteen boys, fourteen girls. 35 
cents. (Royalty, $5.00.) French. 


Table Set for Himself, The, by Elene 
Wilbur. One act. Scene: a cottage in- 
terior. Three men, five women, and a 
boy. Built on the Irish legend that 
every Christmas Eve the Christ Child 
comes to see how the world remembers 
him. 50 cents. (Royalty, $10.00 when 
admission is charged; $5.00 when it is 
not.) Longmans, Green and Co. 

Tidings of Joy by Elizabeth McFad- 
den. A new Christmas play about a 
young American couple faced with evic- 
tion on Christmas Eve and befriended 
by a group of carol singers, scouts, and 
others Christmas 
spirit. four boys, 
four girls, and other children. 35 cents. 
(Royalty, $10.00 with admission; $5.00 
otherwise.) French. 

Tinker, The, by Fred Eastman. A 
three-act humorous modern comedy of 
spiritual power, religious in its effect. 
Plays two hours. Four men, three wom- 

(Turn to next page) 


animated by _ the 
Six men, two women, 
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New Christmas Musie 


FROM THEODORE PRESSER 
COMPANY 

The Infant Holy, a Christmas cantata 
for mixed voices, by Louise E. Stairs. 

A cantata which takes about forty- 
five minutes for rendition. Has solo 
parts for soprano, alto, tenor, baritone 
and bass. Vocal score 60c; words only, 
$2.00 per 100. 

God of the Amen, a choral service 
for festive occasions, arranged by Grif- 
fith J. Jones. 

A splendid arrangement using Haydn, 
Handel, Henry Farmer and others. 30¢ 
per copy. 

Lovest Thou Me? A _ sacred song. 
Words by James Montgomery. Music 
by Roy Newman. 50c. 

Blessed is the Man. Words from the 
first psalm. Music by Katherine E. 
Lucke. 40c. 

The Holly Christmas Tree, by Ralph 
E. Marryott, a Christmas carol for 
mixed voices. 15c. 

Father Christmas, a traditional Rus- 
sian Christmas carol for mixed voices 
arranged by H. P. Hopkins. 8c. 

A Good Christmas Cheer, a carol of 
soprano and alto by William Baines. 6c. 

The Chant Sublime, a Christmas an- 
them for mixed voices, words by Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow, music by Franz 
Bornscheim. 15c. 

That Wondrous Night, a Portuguese 
carol arranged by H. P. Hopkins. 10c. 

The Shepherds and the Inn, a Mexi- 





Christmas Dramas 

(From page 46) 

en. One set, a living-room. 
(Royalty, $15.00.) Baker. 

Traveling Man, The, by Lady Greg- 
ory. A one-act miracle play for Christ- 
mas. One man, one woman, one boy. 
Plays about twenty-five minutes. 50 
cents. (Royalty, $5.00.) French. 

Tree of Paradise, The, by Esther Wil- 
lard Bates. A humorous Christmas fan- 
tasy about an old German who goes to 
Paradise and complains of what he 
finds there, until something happens 
within him. Fifteen characters, men or 
women. 35 cents. (Royalty, $5.00 where 
no admission is charged; $10.00 where 
admission is charged.) Baker. 

Trouble With the Christmas Presents, 
The, by Mary P. Hamlin. A comedy in 
prologue and one act. Four boys, five 
or six girls. 35 cents. (Royalty, $5.00.) 
French. 

Why the Chimes Rang by Elizabeth 
McFadden. One act. One man, one 
woman, two children, extras. Chorus 
and chimes needed, 35 cents. (Royalty, 
$5.00 where no admission is charged; 
$10.00 otherwise.) French. 


7 


5 cents. 





can Christmas carol for women’s voices. | 


Adapted by Harvey Gaul and arranged 
by Ruth E. Bailey. 15c. 

Christians Be Joyful, a carol anthem 
for mixed voices, by Russell Hancock 
Miles. 15c. 

Good Christian Men, Rejoice, a four- 
teenth century melody, harmonized by 
J. S. Bach and arranged by Harvey 
Gaul for mixed voices, a cappella. 15c. 

Three Christmas Carols, harmonized 
by Alfred Whitehead. The three carols 
are “Of a Rose Now Let Us Sing,” “A 
Virgin Was So Lovely,” and “Oh Mary, 
My Mother.” 

* * * 
FROM GAMBLE HINGED 
MUSIC COMPANY 

Ave Maria by Franz Schubert, ar- 
ranged by Wayne Howorth. Available 
for ladies’ voices or mixed voices. Te. 

Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring by 
Johann Sebastian Bach. Arranged by 
A. J. Strohm. Women’s voices. 15c. 

This Day We Sing of Our Saviour’s 
Birth, a Christmas carol by Ralph E. 
Marryott. Text from an old church- 
gallery book. For soprano, alto, tenor 
and bass. 15c. 

Adoremus Te by G. P. daPalstrina, 
arranged by Wayne Howorth. A cap- 
pella for male or mixed voices. 15c. 

ok ok * 
FROM THE H. W. GRAY COMPANY, 
INC. 

Jesus Christ Is Born Today, a Christ- 
mas carol-anthem for children’s choir. 
Unison or soprano and alto. By Dor- 
othy Westra. 10c. 

O Nightingale, Awake, a Christmas 
carol taken from a Swiss folksong of 
the XVII century for male voices. Eng- 
lish text by Helen A. Dickinson; carol 
arranged by Clarence Dickinson. 12c. 

’Twas in the Moon of Wintertime 
(Jesus Ahatonhia). A Huron Indian 
Christmas carol for women’s voices. 
Text by St. Jean de Brefeuf; arranged 
by Felix Guenther. 12c. 

The Stork, a Christmas caro] for 
mixed voices. From an old English 
carol reported to have been found in 
the prayer book of Edward VI. By 
David McK. Williams. 12c. 

An Angel Spake Unto the Shepherds, 
from “Christus” by Franz Liszt. A 
Christmas anthem for mixed voices 
with children’s choir ad lib. English 
text by Helen A. Dickinson; arranged 
by Clarence Dickinson. 25c. 

* * * 
FROM LORENZ PUBLISHING 
COMPANY 

O Holy Night, a Christmas carol- 

anthem, soprano and alto obbligato duet 
(Turn to page 49) 
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THAT'S WHAT EVERY 
WICKS ORGAN 1S! 
Wherever large and im- 
pressive Wicks Organs are 
found, and there are hun- 
dreds of them, you will find 
that an atmosphere of dis- 
tinction and noble dignity 
prevails. These fine pipe 
organs are built with metic- 
ulous and loving care and 
will still be supplying 
divine, ‘“‘churchly’’ tone 
years from now. Detailed 
information gladly sent 

on request. 

Send for your copy 

of ‘Wicks Organ ¥ 
¥ of the Month."’ No 


charge. 


athe 
WICKS ORGANS 









































RESEARCH 
INTO LIFE 
SITUATIONS 


As well as in Libraries, is 
necessary for the adequate 
training of religious lead- 
ers. Send for a cata- 
logue and see how current 
experience and _ historical 
background are combined 
in courses offered by 











The Chicago Theological Seminary 
ALBERT W. PALMER, President 
5757 University Avenue, Chicago 











GOOD NEWS FOR YOUR DRAMA GROUP! 


Two New Plays 
By FRED EASTMAN 
“Bread,”’ “The Great Choice,” 
Tinker,” etc. 
° 


ETERNAL LIFE 


A timely and deeply religious one-act play suit- 
ible for both Christmas and the Lenten season. 
Makes effective use of carols and of the great 
promises of the Bible. Twenty-five minutes. Two 
men, three women, one boy. Thirty-five cents. 
Royalty, $5.00. 


Author of “The 


THE TEACHER 


A NEW ONE-ACT COMEDY 
An up-to-the-minute play dealing gaily but 
thoughtfully with the struggle of a modern teach- 
er and her students for civil liberties. Thirty 
minutes. Three men, five women. Thirty-five 
cents. Royalty, $5.00. 


SAMUEL FRENCH 
25 W. 45th Street, New York City 
811 W. Seventh Street, Los Angeles 


COMMUNION TABLES 


Beautiful Designs in Richly Carved Wood. 
Splendid for Memorial Presentation. 
Priced From $25.00 Upward. Booklet of 
Designs Submitted on Request. 


Redington Co., Dept. 502, Scranton Pa, 
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Electric Lighted 
CHURCH BULLETINS 


containing illustrations 
and prices of the vari- 
ous types of bulletins 
made by us. A _ post 
card will do! Please be 
sure to mention name 
of your church. 


THE ASHTABULA SIGN CO. 


Department C Ashtabula, Ohio 











Tne srrmal! 


GRGANS 


HIGHLAND: ILLINOIS * Deg 














Church Bulletins 


AND 


Announcements 
e 


PRINTING 
MIMEOGRAPHING 
and 
OFFSET 
produced at a 
nominal charge 
Prices quoted on request 
© 
ARROW LETTER SERVICE 


NATIONAL BUILDING 
Cleveland, Ohio 





























See a Gospel sound 
film and be convinced 
of its effectiveness in 
presenting God’s 
Word. Send today for 
descriptive booklet. 
Cc. 0. BAPTISTA 


Giavescne canta FILMS (Dept. 4) 
16 MM 325 West Huron Street 
SOUND FILMS Chicago, IIlinois 











| Brand-New Steel Folding Chairs. 

| Full Upholstered Seat and Form- 

Fitting Back. Rubber Feet. Send 
for Sample. $19.50 Dozen. 


Redington Co. °s?* Scranton,Pa. 

















Chairs. Communion Tables. 
Baptismal Fonts. Etc 


ULPIT | 


Fine furniture at factory-to- = =—5 i, 
Church prices. State your needs. gam (| 


DE MOULIN Bros. & Co "(es ‘ 


: = n 
GREENVILLE, ILLINOIS 


Send for FREE Catalog | 
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© Come, Little Children 


WILLIAM M. LESSEL 


I. A. P. ScHULZ 
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1. O come, lit - tle chil - dren, O come, one and ll, 
2. We love the dear Je - sus who’s ly - ing on straw, 
3. Sweet Ma-ry and Jo- seph of Da - vid’s own kin, 
4. We kneel with the shep-herds and pray with them here, 
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To see the Babe Je - sus in Beth - le -hem’s stall, 

A sweet -er and love - li - er child none e’er saw, 

Are watch -ing the ba - by while shep- herds with - in 

While an - gels of heavy - en are hov - er- ing near, 
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And hear the sweet sto - ry the an - gels of light 
His beau - ty is ra-diant, His heart full of love, 
Are kneel - ing in  rev-’rence, with heads low - ly bent, 
And min - gle our 9 with the shep- herds of old 
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Are tell - ing all chil - dren on this ho = ly alah. 

He brings us glad ti - dings from bheav - en a - bove. 

To wor - ship the King that the Fa - ther has sent. 

For find - ing our Sav -iour the proph - ets fore - told. 
| 





dale a _ = —— 
= a a s 53 [ a. = 
e— —. -g—-4 SE OE ERR Re OE EEE ere 
Se SE at ROR om a re ee 
Vv Y Y 


Words Copyright, 1939, by William M. Lessel, Chicago, II. 





A Panel Discussion in the January 
Issue of CHURCH MANAGEMENT 
Writers are: 


Kenneth C. Clinton, Union Congregational Church, West Palm Beach, Florida 
Talmage C. Johnson, First Baptist Church, Kinston, North Carolina 
William L. Ludlow, Muskingum College, New Concord, Ohio 

Alfred S. Nickless, First Presbyterian Church, Davenport, Iowa 
Ronald E. Terry, First Methodist Church, Cheyenne, Wyoming 
William Williams, Belmont Methodist Church, Youngstown, Ohio 























New Christmas Music 

(From page 47) 
by Fred B. Houlton and 
Shannon. 12c. 


Starlight O’er Bethlehem, a Christ- 
mas lullaby featuring an obbligato solo 
for medium voice by F. A. Clark. 10c. 


Mattie B. 


The Guiding Star, a Christmas an- 
them with no solos, but containing pas- 


sages for women’s two part chorus by 


Roy E. Nolte. ie. 
A Carol to Christmas by W. T. Mc- 
Neill and Lee Rogers. A Christmas 


anthem for eight-part A cappella choir 
with a soprano obbligato solo. 12c. 


Thou, Bethlehem by Ira B. Wilson, a 
Christmas carol-anthem featuring a 
unison chorus of women or children 
and containing an incidental bass solo. 
14c. 


Sleep, My Little Jesus by N. V. 
Wheeler, a Christmas song for quartet 
or choir, a cappella, with no solos. 10c. 


Joy, Joy, Joy! by Ellen Jane Lorenz, 
an a cappella arrangement of a 17th 
century hymn, featuring an echo S.58. 
A. choir and containing passages for 
men’s four-part chorus. 1lc. 


The Wondrous Gift, an original set- 
ting of “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
containing a soprano and alto duet. 
This anthem is a Christmas meditation, 
impressively linking up incidents of the 
holy night with our own day. Louise E, 
Stairs. 10e. 

The Nativity Song by Walter 
A Christmas anthem featuring a wom- 
en’s chorus and duet. 10c. 

Sing Messiah’s Birth! a Christmas 
choir cantata for mixed voices arranged 
and composed by Fred B. Holton. 75c. 

Night in Judean Hills, a Christmas 


Price. 


choir cantata for mixed voices by E. 
K. Heyser. 75c. 
The Christmas Messiah by George 


The Christmas por- 
tion of Handel’s “Messiah” arranged 
for three-part treble. Made practical 
for women’s choirs. 50c. 


Frederick Handel. 


FROM RODEHEAVER HALL-MACK 
COMPANY 

Christmas Customs and Carols, com- 

piled by Ruthella Rodeheaver. Draw- 

ings by Mary Kanazawa. The best 

known Christmas carols are brought 


together in an attractive booklet. There 
is much additional matter such as the 
explanation of the various days in the 
Christmas season, the interpretation of 
Christmas account of 
Christmas customs of the different peo- 
ples. The line drawings are splendid. 
The 64-page booklet sells for 25c per 
copy; $2.50 per dozen copies. 


symbols, an 


CHURCH MANAGEMENT for December, 1941 





| 
| 
| 
| 




















ILLUMINATED BULLETIN 


GRACE BAPTIST CHt 
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Cc. 





This beautiful De Luxe CHURCH BULLETIN BOARD, sold at 
More than 5,000 now in use. 
New sign panels to fit your old cabinet can be furnished in any 
Or you can build your own cabinet 
from our free blue prints and have a complete new bulletin at a 


the extreme low price of $59.00. 
desired size at small cost. 


great saving. WRITE FOR INFORMATION. 


f N h 
AY TO THER 41. DRE 
aS 0 T HURCH 


RATHER 





COME ON LET US 
ALL GO TO 


CHURCH !! 


H. E.WINTERS SPECIALTY CO. 


DAVENPORT, IOWA 


WRITE FOR CATALOG 210 




















STUDY APPLIED 


PSYCHOLOGY 


Also many other practical subjects for Ministers—Church Business 


Administration, Ministerial Ethics, 


Business, and many others. 


Successful 
Home-Study Courses leading to degrees 
Standard Text Books. 


Complete 
Law, 


Sermons, etc. 
in Divinity, Psychology, 


Send for FREE Bulletin AT ONCE. 
Student Picture Folder included. There is no 


obligation whatsoever. 


Send a letter or postal card at once to: 


Temple Bar Extension College 


Department 8CM, 


1411 Fourth Avenue, 


Seattle, Washington, U.S. A. 

















CENTRAL UNIVERSITY (estab. 1896) has en- 
abled hundreds of ministers to complete their 
university work by correspondence. Competent 
faculty. Individual instruction. 
Reasonable fees . . . Write for further 
information and catalog 


CENTRAL UNIVERSITY 


Irvington, Indianapolis, Indiana 














RARE DECORATION 


STEER HORNS FOR SALE—Over six-foot 
spread, polished and mounted. Fine decora- 
tion for home or office. Rare opportunity. 


Texas longhorn cattle now extinct. Free photo, 


LEE BERTILLION, Mineola, Texas 











Send for Folder and SPECIAL 
OFFER at opel 
Dozen. Tra: 
Beautiful 
Aluminum, Wood and Silver 
Services. Collection & Breac « t 


Thomas Communion Service, Box1210 






Communion a 


rices. Glasses $1.00 
86 $5 glesoes $6.50 u 
HROM IUM voces oe 
ated 
ates, Pastor’s Sick Outfits, ete 


Lima, Ohio 


CHIMES 


BELLS > 701; 


Ad” Write for literature. Address Dept. 44 
McSHANE BELL FOUNDRY, Baltimore, Md. 

















THE WORD OF FAITH 


from 


ThE OLD TESTAMENT AND 
APOCRYPHA 


A text book of inspiration and 
guidance 


“A fresh arrangement of Hebrew 
scriptures, in a symmetrical whole.” 
Like the Bible, a compilation; con- 
sistent and comprehensible. 
“Practically a Christian Old 
ment.” 

Recognizes the plural nature of 
Deity—Elohim—later revealed fully 
in the New Testament; and of 
Divinity, Malchah — spirit with 
divine attributes. 

“The topical divisions 
clarity and convenience.” 
Includes the Book of Wisdom, 
the apocryphal writings 
Christian philosophy. 
“The word of God is not bound.”— 
Paul to Timothy. 


THE CONCORD PRESS 


CONCORD, MASS. 


Mail or From Booksellers 


Testa- 


make for 


from 
—a gem of 


$1.50 by 
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; BUILD Up Your Attendance! 
7 INCREASE Your Contributions! 
BEAUTIFY Your Services! 


% Use these full color lithographed bulletins, folders, 

: letterheads and offering envelopes for your Christ- 
mas services, It 
will pay you 
Religious 
art commands 
and 
generates new 
interest in your 
“One 
PICTURE 
is worth Ten 
Thousand 





+ well. 


attention 


church, 


Words.” 
PRICES 


820, 


1,000. 


821, 














Bulletin No. 
8% x11 
flat, $1.50 per 
100, $6.00 per 
500, $10.00 per 


Folder No. 
* ; 534 x6% 
*' flat, 75c per 
100, $2.50 per 





A Parish Paper Extends My 
Effective Ministry 
dy K. R. Torvih” 




















































> 500, $4.00 per 
1,000. 
f OFFERING ENVELOPES TO MATCH with word- 
‘a ing, “My Christmas Gift to My Church’- 
3. No. 846, large size, 3 1/16x54%4; No. 868, me- 
"s dium size, 24%x4%. With wording, ‘““My Christ- 
= mas Offering’’—No. 845, large size; No. 867, me- 
rs dium size Prices: Large size, 75c per 100; 
Aer. $2.75 per 500; $4.50 per 1,000. Medium size, 50c 
% per 100; $2.25 per 500; $3.75 per 1,000. 
3 LETTERHEAD with Shepherd Scene, size 814x11. 
‘ Prices: $1.50 per 100; $6.00 per 500; $10.00 per 
1,000. 
% FREE SAMPLES 
. A complete set of samples of the numbers il- | 
_ lustrated and others available will be sent upon | 
request without obligation. | 
| 
ERNST KAUFMANN, Inc. 
pias 7 Spruce Street 209 S. State St. | 2 
, New York City Chicago, Ill. | Kenneth R. Torvik 
- URING one year I made 415 pas- 
“= CLERGY CLOTHING, CASSOCKS ' " 
* toral calls on members of my 
- congregation, 173 calls on non- 
j - . 9 — 
my o. CHOIR GOWNS members, 124 sick calls. The total of 
‘ 7 9 7 ; s sé ¢ »7? 
“ PULPIT ROSES © EMBROIDERIES 712, not counting the “not at home 
HANGINGS * STOLES * VESTMENTS calls, averages about 60 calls per 
ak ALTAR APPOINTMENTS 
-s COMMUNION SERVICE month. 
os NEW CATALOG on Request In the three months that I have pub- 
% C CAP ¢ GOWN CO. lished a parish paper at least 250 
A 821-23 ARCH ST. PHILADELPHIA,PA ° 
homes were reached every month, with 
. all members of every home “at home” 
’ . . 
‘ TWO SONG BOOKS THAT PROMOTE to the First Lutheran Messenger, print- 
. SPIRITUAL GROWTH 11 The Nati 1 Relici Pp f 
. > y > shale > y > Ice 
* Christian Service Songs—A new, dis- ie >»S . National ' enitaines ™ wade 
- tinctive book of 312 tested hymns. Ex- Grand Rapids, Michigan. It is en- 
r pensive in appearance, yet low in price. lenaioationte w wed M » anve thate 
, Youth Hymnal—For Juniors, Intermedi- thusiastically received. Many save their 


ates, Young People. A rich source for char- 
acter growth and spiritual guidance. 
Write today for examination copy 
of either book 
, RODEHEAVER HALL - MACK CO. 
Dept. CM12 
Winona Lake, Indiana 








: NGHOIR GOWNS 
= BULPIT VESTMENTS 
™~ / Hangings-Ornaments-Fringes- 
; y -Furnishingsand Supplies- 
a4 ~ CATALOG. FREE ON REQUEST 


The C.E.WARD Co. NewLondon,0. 
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8 PAYNE-SPIERS STUDIOS, inc. 


FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 


STUDIOS PATERSON a 


oo STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 
‘# BRONZE TABLETS — 
He MEMORIALS IN WOOD, MARBLE, IRON, MOSAICS 

tas ALTAR FURNISHINGS ¢ DESIGNS SUBMITTED 











copies and call the attention of their 
neighbors and friends to them. Some 
ask to have names of unchurched 
friends placed on our mailing list. 

What especially pleases me as a pas- 
tor is the fact that in the parish paper 
I have a regular, courteous, winsome 
contact with all my people, including 
those who do not or cannot attend our 
services. 

Because of many other duties and 
in spite of our good intentions, we do 
not visit the sick and the aged as often 
as we would like, but the parish paper 
keeps them in vital contact with their 
church. They also have the time to 
read, reread, and reflect upon the ex- 
cellent and richly varied syndicate 
articles available to us at so small a 
cost. 


*Minister, First Lutheran Church, Portland, 
Maine. 


Then there are always the indifferent. 
It helps very little to “bawl out’ those 
present at services for the non-attend- 
ance of the absent—a not uncommon 
practice of some ministers. “But we 
ought to do something about it’”’—the 
answer is the Parish Paper regularly 
mailed to the home, followed by the 
pastor’s personal call after this friend- 
ly contact has prepared the way. 

Not infrequently, some members of 
a family are absent when the Pastor 
calls. Men are not at home if the visit 
is made during working hours. The 
parish paper reaches all. 

For those who are considering a 
parish paper for their churches, per- 
haps a few facts will be of interest: 
There are about 300 members affiliated 
with our church. Ads pay all publish- 
ing expenses—we have no subscription 


price. I solicit the ads myself as I 
enjoy the contacts with the leading 


business men of the city. I refuse any 
“donations for the paper.” Cheerful 
courtesy, when first refused, has won 
ads later on. Not only has The Mes- 
senger paid all expenses but the mag- 
azine donated $100 to the parsonage 
fund. I have appealed through the col- 
umns of our papers for special dona- 
tions. As a result gifts have poured in 
—a new $3,000 pipe organ, carpets, 
pews, screens, furnace, hymn_ books, 
communion rail, altar, memorial altar 
cross, vases, candlesticks, pulpit Bible, 
ete. 











First Lutheran Church, Portland, Maine 
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He Takes His Social Gospel 


Seriously 


An Interview With Dwight Bradley 
by A. Ritchie Low 


OWADAYS practically every ma- 

jor Protestant communion has a 

committee dealing with the ap- 
plication of the gospel to every day 
life. Usually it is named the social 
action committee or something of that 
sort. In most cases, however, it is 
merely a paper organization; its mem- 
bers aren’t expected to do anything 
other than to bring in rather vague, 
nebulous reports. They can’t do other- 
wise since most of them are usually 
busy with their local parish activities. 
In many annual conventions the main 
idea is to stifle the cry of the liberals 
who want to see something done. Nam- 
ing a committee often turns the trick. 


Some communions, however, do take 
the social gospel seriously. Take, for 
instance, our congregational friends. 
Six years ago they not only did the 
usual thing and went through the mo- 
tion of naming a group of men to head 
up their Council for Social Action, they 
went a step further and implemented 
the committee by setting aside a defi- 
nite sum of money with which to work. 
Today it is much more than a paper 
affair, it has an office with adequate 
equipment and funds with which to 
work. They mean business, these staid 
New Englanders! 

Some weeks ago, up in Northfield, 
Vermont, I sat down with Dwight 
Bradley who is now the guiding light 
and genial director. I frankly told 
him I was after a story, something 
which he himself probably suspected 
when I first approached him. His 
Council for Social Action, I told him, 
had long passed the experimental stage 
and even “Congoes” who at first didn’t 
like the idea of his organization being 
put on an equal footing with the old- 
American Board and the Home 
Mission Board now take the council 
for granted. So when the time comes 
for the allocation of funds it gets its 
share without either squabble or con- 
troversy. Even the _ social minded 
Methodists haven’t quite gotten that 
far! 


time 


Bradley isn’t one of those fellows 
who goes off on a tangent. He hasn’t 
the notion that the social gospel is all 
there is to believe in. On the contrary, 
he’s a level headed fellow. He is a 
profound believer in the need for re- 


generation; the gospel, he will tell you, 
is first for the 
for society. There’s a mystical streak 
running through him as is evideneed 
by the books he has written on prayer 
and Biblical themes. 
in positions like his become one track 
minded; not so the director of the 
Council for Social Action. His feet are 
on the ground. 

Our conversation covered a lot of 
territory and as we talked we jumped 
from topic to topic. Take, for exam- 
ple, the outlook for the church today. 
What is it? He ought, I told him, to 
have some idea about this since he 
goes up and down the land delivering 
addresses, meeting with ministers and 
arranging for writers to send him 
scripts. Bradley is encouraging, he 
thinks there is a new interest in the- 
ology, that there’s a new awakening in 
sight. It may not come tomorrow but, 
as he sees it, its on its way. Bennett 
and Horton and some of the Union 
Seminary professors are leading the 
way. The cloud he sees on the horizon 


may not, he admits, be larger than a | 


man’s hand but it’s there! 
Likes the Catechetical Idea 


What about this idea of having a | 


individual and then | 


Too many men | 








MARTIN LUTHER LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Youngstown, Ohio 


YOUR 
CHURCH 


can have the beauty hereto- 
fore found only in the most ex- 
pensive furnishing if a sound 
plan of buying is used. The 
“KUNDTZ WAY” offers un- 
told economic advantages dur- 
ing church remodeling or for 
progressive furnishing of a 
new church. 


Write for... 


complete detaits covering the 


“KUNDTZ PLAN.” Use official 
| chureh stationery and state de- 
nomination when writing. 


_ ‘@e THEODOR KUNDTZ Co. 


catechism to train our young church | 


members? Do you like the idea? 
Dwight Bradley does, very much in- 


deed. It’s about time, he will tell you, | 
that we began to teach something 
definite. If you want to learn arith- 


metic you begin with the multiplica- 
tion table, don’t you? That is getting 
down to rock bottom, putting first 
things first. Same with the catechism. 
We are saved by faith, to be sure, but 
first youngsters must have someone or 
something to have faith in and that’s 
where the catechism comes in. 

Bradley even goes further. He likes 
the idea of confirmation. “Just like 
the Episcopalians?” I asked. Yes, he 
said, if I wanted to put it that way. 
Not having bishops he would have con- 
gregational state secretaries act in 
their stead and go from parish to 
parish confirming those taken into the 
church. Church membership, in this 
way, would have much more meaning, 
in his view. 

We got around to discussing his own 
job. Just what was the Council for 

(Turn to page 53) 


Cleveland, Ohio 


PROPHETIC PATRIOTISM 


By Carter Helm Jones 











ee 


The author is pastor of the First 
Baptist Church in historic Wil- 
liamsburg, Virginia. He has been 
preaching for over fiity years. His 
messages are scriptural, spiritual, 
logical, ornate, soulful, and heart- 


warming. $1.00 
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“NEW PROCESS” 
Stencils and Back- 
ing Sheets NOW 
ON LY $2.15 per 
quire of 24 boxed. 
Five Quires $8.75, 
Prepaid. 30-Day 
Money Back Guar- 
antee. Name ma- 
chine. Size. 
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STRONG Zeorcomccal 


STEEL 


FOLDING CHAIRS 


THE IDEAL AUXILIARY CHAIR 


When you want guality seating at econom- 
ical cost, it is hard to find any value com- 
parable to our Series 80-F as shown above. 
It features a strong, rigid frame; large, 
comfortable seat; one-motion folding ac- 
tion; white rubber feet on all legs, and a 
positive seat lock. Write for complete de- 
tails and general catalog .. Dept. C.M. 


NORCOR MANUFACTURING COMPANY 





CHURCH FURNITURE= 


Pews, Pulpits, Pulpit Chairs, Communion 
Tables, Altar Vases, Altar Crosses, Bap- 
tisma! Fonts, Folding Chairs, Sunday School 
Furniture. We allow for or sell your old 

| equipment. 

| Catalogue and details on request 

| REDINGTON CO., Dept. B, Scranton, Pa. | 
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THE BEST OF THEIR KIND 
Workmanship Unsurpassed 
Outfitters to over 2500 
schools, churches and 
seminaries. 
Write for catalog. 


Mc CARTHY & SIMON inc. 


Crtattished 1912 
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Thomas Curtis Clark, Editor 
For Better Teaching, Deeper 
Study, Firmer Faith. The leading Lesson 
Quarterly of young people and adults. 
Based on International Uniform Lessons. 
Sample copy Free. Write today. 
THE 20" CENTURY QUARTERLY 


37 W. Van Buren St., Dept. CM, Chicago, Ih, 


AS 
Pulpit 

Fine materials, beautiful work, 
pleasingly low prices. Catalog 
and samples on request. State 
your needs and name of church. 

DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 

1161 South 4th St., Greenville, tit. 


? TH CENTURY QUARTERLY 
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Dedication by Candlelight 


This service, prepared by Daniel K. Poling of the First Presby- 
terian Church of Wheeling, West Virginia, was used in a service 
of installation and reconsecration. 


(Properties: Wooden cross placed at 
an acute angle on wide base. Six holes 
for candles in cross, and numerous holes 
for smaller candles in base; altar table; 
Christ candle at top of cross lighted; 
other candles unlighted on table.) 

Hymn—“The Light of the World Is 
Jesus.” 

Leader: Many years ago Christ set 
a light in the world a new spirit of 
brotherhood and service. For twenty 
centuries that light has been kept burn- 
ing by those who have kept themselves 
true to their Master. For some it 
meant persecution. For some it meant 
martyrdom. For all it meant dedica- 
tion to Christ. Today that fire is still 
burning because of those who have ac- 
cepted their responsibility for it. With 
this in mind let us install those whom 
we have chosen as officers of this so- 
ciety for the coming year, that they 
may the better lead, as we strive to 
keep the light of Christ before us. 

Leader: The newly elected officers 


| of this society will come forward. (As 


they reach the altar table, beginning 
with the president, they pick up the un- 
lighted candles and light them from the 
Christ already burning, and 
stand facing the altar table. While 
they are doing so the leader will read 
the poem, “Thou Wilt Light My Can- 
lle.”) (Psalm 18:28) 
Lord, it is dark, the road is long to go; 
I lift an unlit candle in the night; 
Behold it, Lord, within my upraised 
hand; 
Touch it to flame 
heavenly light. 


candle 


with Thine own 


This slender, waxen thing that is my 
faith— 

Fire it, Lord, with some divine white 
spark; 

Until its circle widening at my feet, 

Will mark my certain way across the 
dark. 


“Thou Wilt Light My Candle”’—thus as- 
sured, 

I shall go forward 
known land; 
The way can never grow too dark, too 

long, 
For I shall bear Thy light within my 
hand.” 


through this un- 


Grace Noll Crowell. 
As the newly elected officers 
promise that 


Leader: 
of this society, do you 
you will keep yourselves fit as servants 
of Christ, and faithfully perform with 
service and of the 
office for which you have been chosen. 

Officer’s answer: I do. 

Leader: Do you, the 


vision, the duties 


members of 


this society, promise to keep  your- 
selves fit for Christian living, and to 
give your loyal support to these officers 
whom you have chosen? If so, will you 
rise? 

Leader: I hereby declare you to be 
invested with the office to which you 
have been elected in this society of the 
First Presbyterian Church. May the 
following verse from John 8:12 be the 
guide of your life. “Then spake Jesus 
again unto them saying, I am the light 
of the world; he that followeth me shall 
not walk in darkness, but shall have 
the light of life.” (If officers only are 
to be installed, continue with 
the prayer further along in the serv- 
ice.) 


service 


In connection with this service the 
following re-dedication service for mem- 
bers may be used—the newly elected 
officers turn facing the society; the 
president and vice president moving to 
the left; the 
moving to the right.) 
Leader: ‘Will the 
society come forward, one by one? (As 
they reach the table they take a small 
white candle and face the officers 
leaving sufficient room between for a 


secretary and treasurer 


members of this 


person to pass.) 

Leader: Who is a Christian? “A 
Christian is a follower of Christ.” 

“A follower of Christ” seeks to live 
by the principles by which Jesus lived, 
and to know him as personal Lord and 
Savior. 

We are Christians when we thus com- 
mit ourselves to follow Christ; leaving 
all the rest to the days as they come, 
and to the help, wisdom and mercy of 
God. 

Leader: Do you wish to be a fol- 
Christ and 
member of this so- 


lower of re-dedicate 
life to 
ciety ? 
Member’s answer: I do. 
(President lights their candles as the 


youl 


him as a 


leader reads.) 

“THE TORCH” 
Pass on the torch—pass on the flame, 
Remember whence the glory came; 
And eyes are on you as you run 
Beyond the shining of the sun! 
Lord Christ we take the torch from 

Thee, 

We must be true—we must be free; 
And clean of heart and strong of soul, 
To bear the glory to its goal. 


Oh, Lord of Life, our Guide forever, 

Bless, we pray, all our endeavors; 

We will, for honor of Thy name, 
(Turn to page 55) 





























Dwight Bradley 
(From page 51) 

Social Action doing? What was it 
majoring in these days? War refu- 
gees, he replied. Contacts are being 
made with Congregationalists in Eng- 
land and his organization stands ready 
tc help bring some over to America and 
get church members here to give them 
homes. Another thing, right now the 
Council had on its hand a rehabilitation 
job in Indiana, out in the rural sec- 
tions. In Chicago it was doing some- 
thing in the working class districts, 
making contacts with the workers 
many of whom do not realize the ex- 
tent to which churches are committed 
to their welfare. In one state where 
a college was about to go on the rocks 
Dr. Bradley’s organization took hold, 
took over the plant and turned it into 
an agricultural and recreational cen- 
ter with lectures at night and various 
courses offered the folk of the sur- 
rounding countryside. Progress, he re- 
ported, is being made. 

Then, too, the Council for Social Ac- 
tion is putting out a fine monthly 
magazine. I’ve read many issues my- 
self and can testify as to its value. 
Bradley gives over each issue to some 
particular subject and then goes out 
to find a specialist competent to write 
upon it. One month may be devoted 
to housing, another to migrant work- 
ers, another to labor unions and so 
forth. It is well printed, ably edited 
and is rapidly finding its way into city, 
college and small town libraries and 
not a few professors are recommend- 
ing it to their sociological classes. The 
present circulation, said Dr. Bradley, 
is about 4,000 although there is al- 
ways a special order of recent issues 
amounting each month to about 20,000 
copies. He’s been amazed again and 
again, he told me, to come across the 
little magazine in the most unexpected 
places. 

Protecting the Pacifists 

There’s been a great deal of talk 
about objectors and I 
wanted to know what action, if any, his 
crganization had taken. Yes, said the 
director, much had been done. For 
many months now Congregationalists 
had the privilege of registering their 
names in New York if they had 
scruples against serving in the military 


conscientious 


forces. Every man jack’s name, I was 
Later, if 
these conscientious objectors are called 
ty service they can refer the military 
authorities to this fact. Their inter- 
ests will be protected. This doesn’t 
mean, you understand, that the Coun- 
cil goes about making a plea for regis- 
trations; it simply means that those 


told, was down on the list. 
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Churches Are Getting Money for Building 
By HENRY E. TRALLE 

Editorial Adviser to Church Management 


| 








Henry Edward Tralle 

from the churches that have been successful in their financing. 
This means that a considerable amount of preliminary work must be done 
before asking for money. The building needs of the church should be carefully 


studied. 
rienced in this kind of work. 
should be expertly estimated. 


The churches’ are finding that this is a good 
time to raise money for church buildings and im- 
provements. 

Opinions differ as to whether or not this is a 
good time to build, but practically all the leaders 
are agreed that this is a good time to get money 
for building, while employment is at high tide, with 
wages better than for ten vears. 

Many think that this is a good time to build, 
even though building costs are high, and, accord- 
ingly, numerous churches now are building, and 
are finding themselves able to get materials, and 
without undue delays. 
churches are planning to begin building soon. 

Any church that will need to build or remodel 
within the next ten years can not make a mistake 
in undertaking to raise the needed money, and 
without delay. 

To raise money successfully, however, it is 
necessary to make first some adequate preparation, 
proceeding in the light of the wisdom to be gained 


Great numbers of other 


A survey should be made of the church and its community, by one expe- 
Future growths and possibilities of the church 
Floor-plans need to be laid out by a specialist, 


showing rooms of such number, sizes, proportions, and connections as will ade- 
quately house the estimated future needs of the church, in the light of the best 


theory and practice of our day. 


An attractive bulletin, or prospectus, needs to 


be prepared, published, and distributed, as a basis for creating interest and 


obtaining funds. 


This prospectus will show floor-plans and an exterior view, and 


will contain interesting descriptions and information. 
This preparation for financing must be done in large part by an experienced 
consultant, who can provide unique technical assistance combined with friendly 


counsel and inspiration. 


Does your church need to make preparation for getting money for buiiding 
3 4 b 


and equipment? 
your problem with you. 


Address 


If so, ask Dr. Henry E. Tralle, Church Consultant, to discuss 


Address 


HENRY EDWARD TRALLE 


| 715 Eighth Street, N. W. 


Washington, D. C. or 


“Church Management” 
1900 Euclid Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 








who oppose conscription will be sup- 
ported when the time comes. 


What about theological training 


nowadays, is it preparing ministers to | 


deal with social problems in their in- 
dividual parishes? In the main semi- 
naries are doing a good job, says 
Bradley. The leading schools are by 
no means neglecting the social gospel. 
On the other hand I wanted to know 
if there wasn’t in some quarters a 
tendency to overemphasize it? Maybe 
so, he replied, but one must remember 
that anything can be overstressed and 
that it takes time to strike a happy 
balance. As he sees it there is no 
reason why one cannot preach both an 
individual and social gospel. The world 
needs both, in his view. It isn’t a case 
of this or that but rather this and that. 

A level Dwight 
Bradley! 


headed fellow, 







PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings—Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers—Communion Linens 
Embroideries—F abrics 
Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 


1837 Marking 104 years of service 1941 


to the church and clergy 


COX SONS & VINING, INC. 








131 EAST 23rn STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 











Enhance your church 
service with a modestly 
priced Webster-Rauland 
Sound System. Write 
Dept. D-8 for full details 


The RAULAND CORP. 
4245 North Knox Ave. 
CHICAGO, ILL. 








SEE THE LINE 
OF 


FOLDING—AUDITORIUM— CHOIR 


AND SUNDAY SCHOOL CHAIRS 
Write for Catalog and Prices 


PEABODY SEATING CO. 
BOX 7, NORTH MANCHESTER, IND. 
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OUTSTANDING 
CHURCH-SCHOOL 
BUILDINGS 


in America have been equipped 
from the full line of Sunday 
school furniture manufactured 
by us. 


What Are Your Requirements? 


Inquiries Will Receive 
Prompt Attention 


Standard School 


Equipment Co. 
Siler City, North Carolina 
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There are members in your church 
who will wish to patronize “Dry Hotels.” 
We suggest that you pass this list on 
to them either by publishing it in your 
church calendar or by clipping it from 
the magazine and posting it on the 
church bulletin board. 


BUCK HILL FALLS, PA. 


THE INN—300 fireproof rooms in an estate of 
5,000 acres. Utmost in sports. Selected clientele. 
Three hours from New York and Philadelphia. 
Clifford R. Gillam, Mgr. 


EAST NORTHFIELD, MASS. 
THE NORTHFIELD—Outdoor sports on our 


250-acre estate. Indoor entertainment. Spacious 
rooms. Perfect comfort. Traditional New Eng- 
land hospitality. Open all year. A. Gordon 
Moody, Mgr. 

PHILADELPHIA 


ROBERT MORRIS—Arch and 17th Street. 208 
rooms—$2.50 up. In the heart of Philadelphia. 
Running ice water, private baths in all rooms. 
me and meeting rooms. Louis E. Pike, 

gr. 
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The Maker of Cruden’s 


Concordance 


by A. L 


NNOUNCEMENT of a new con- 
ad cordance of the Holy Bible brings 

to mind the contribution of one 
Alexander Cruden who more than any 
other one man made English-speaking 
Christianity concordance conscious. For 
Cruden’s Concordance has been a house- 
hold word among Christian people for 
more than two centuries. Most of us 
have studied the Bible and prepared 
cur Sunday school lessons aided by 


| the work. Yet it all started in a game 


which a little Scotch boy played on the 
Sabbath. 

Scottish Sabbath observance was 
very strict. Week day games were not 
permitted. But the parents of Alexan- 
der who lived in the city of Aberdeen 
saw no harm in permitting the boy to 
pursue a Bible game which he enjoyed. 
He would select to start with a key 
word in the Bible. Then he would 
start with the book of Genesis and con- 
tinue, book after book, seeking to find 
this word. When it was located he 
placed the reference following the 
word. So fascinating did the play be- 
come that it did not desert him after 
he outgrew other childhood activities. 
He constantly carried with him pa- 
quill and in moments of 
leisure he continued the game and pre- 
served the results. The eighteenth 
century was a period of hunting and 


| gaming but to this man hunting Bible 


| make his concordance more than 4 


| “A Complete Concordance.” 


names and words was more fascinating. 

Gradually it dawned on him that his 
labors had produced a key to the Scrip- 
tures. He believed, then, that God had 
ordained him for this work and he 
proceeded to put the work in shape for 
publication. The first edition was pub- 
jished in London in 1737. 


His was not the first concordance. In 
the introduction he speaks of twenty- 
one earlier ones. They had appeared 
in Latin, Hebrew, Greek, Syrian, Ger- 
man and French. One English Con- 
cordance, the one by John Day, was 
published at least one hundred years 
before the Cruden’s concordance. But 
he felt that all published volumes were 
incomplete. So sure was he that he 
had the superior book that he cailed it 
Of course 
many have found omissions in the Cru- 
den’s work but it was, by far, the most 
complete concordance to date. 

The author and 


editor sought to 


Willi ” 


mere word book. He tried to make it 
a Bible encyclopedia. His efforts in 
this respect were appreciated at the 
time but much of the knowledge he 
sought to convey has been shown in- 
accurate by advancing knowledge. Some 
of his references to natural history are 


amusing. 
Here is his reference to the ‘Ser- 
pent.” 


“Serpent. It is said of the serpent 
that when he is old he has the secret 
of growing young again, and of strip- 
ping off his old skin or slough, by 
squeezing himself between two rocks. 
He assaults a man if he has his clothes 
on, but flees if he finds him naked. 
When he is assaulted, his chief care is 
to secure his head; because his heart 
being under his throat and very near 
his head, the readiest way to kill him 
is to squeeze or cut off his head; hence 
in the curse which God gave the ser- 
pent he told him, “the seed of the 
woman shall bruise the serpent’s head” 
—that is the seat of his life. When he 
goes to drink at a fountain, he first 
vomits up all of his poison for fear of 
poisoning himself as he is drinking. 
. .. It is further said of the serpent’s 
subtility that it stops up its ears that 
it may not hear the voice of the 
charmer. It is said that it applies one 
of its ears hard to the ground, and 
stops up the other with the end of its 
tei.” 


Dragons, according to the concord- 
ance are large sized serpents: 


““As to the Dragons which are talked 
of, and are often mentioned in the 
books, they are for the most part only 
serpents grown with age to a prodig- 
ious size. Some are described with 
wings, feet, claws, crests and heads of 
different figures. There is no question 
but that there are winged serpents; 
Moses speaks of them under the name 
of Zeraph. Real dragons, by Solinus’ 
account of them, have a small mouth 
and cannot bite; or if they do their 
biting is not venomous. The Egyp- 
tians call them good geniuses and keep 
them tame in their houses.” 


One of the most fantastic descrip- 
tions concerns the swallow. 


“It is a plaintive bird and a bird of 
passage. It is of black colour, with 
some spots of dirty blackcolor under 
her belly; its flight is very unequal, 
and its sight is very quick. It is 
thought that it passes the sea and 
withdraws itself to better climates, 
where it either hides itself in holes in 
the earth, or even in marshes, and un- 
der the water, wherein sometimes great 
lumps of swallows have been fished up, 
fixed to one another by the claws and 
beak; and when they are laid in a 
warm place, they move and recover, 
though before they seemed to be dead. 
. . . It is said that the flesh of these 

















birds, burnt to ashes is excellent for 
distempers of the eyes.” 


Of course these excursions into na- | 


tural history reflect the thought of the 


period in which Cruden lived and do | 
not effect, at all, the worth of his con- | 
It is still usable and valu- | 


cordance. 
able. No one would attempt to tell the 
number of editions since his death. The | 
American publishers, the Fleming H. 
Revell Company of New York, have 
recently announced a new edition and 
they say that the demand for the work 
is constant. 


The author did not get rich from his 


work. For the first edition, issued in 
1732, he received 20 pounds. For the 
second issue in 1761 he received 500 


pounds and twenty author’s copies. In 
addition King George III granted him 
100 pounds from the royal treasury. 
For the third edition, issued in 1769 


shortly before he died he received 3000 | 


pounds. 

He was satisfied for he thought he 
had accomplished a great work. He 
was very sensitive to praise and fed 
his soul on the good words said for his 
concordance. While his business was 
the running of a book store he prided 
himself that he had been an “Apoth- 


ecary to the parsons.” 
Alexander Cruden, despite his con- 
tribution, did not have a happy life. 


His troubles, students of his life must 
admit, were mostly brought onto him- 
self. A good student of the Bible he 
was a poor student of men and women. 
He could not understand them. The 
fact that kings and bishops had praised 
his book made him feel that he should 
have a ready access to ladies’ hearts. 
He never understood the art of wooing 
though he desperately sought to wed. 
One misadventure into the field of love 
was responsible for his confinement for 
some weeks in a “mad house.” It is 
a wonder that the barbarous treatment 
in that confinement did not actually 
drive him insane. 

His latter life spent in gam- 
bling and prison reform. He sought 
to aid those imprisoned and carried on 
@ work of personal evangelism. He 
prayed with many within the shadows 
of the gallows and some were saved 
from this death because of his pleas. 
His purse and his heart went out to 
But it was an unap- 
the life was a 


was 


those in trouble. 
preciated work and 
lonely one. 

He died on his knees in prayer in 
November, 1770, not far from the 
Aberdeen where he was born in 1699. 

It is an indication of the mock jus- 
sometimes see in this 
who spent so much 


which we 
that a man 


tice 
life 


energy combating the evils of the grog 
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re The Joyful Mystery mw 


“One of the most beautiful of all Christ- 
write many readers of this 
charming and imaginative retelling of 
the story of the first Christmas. 
tremely valuable as a source book on 
costumes and customs, 
JOYFUL MYSTERY has a recognized 
in the church 
pastor’s desk, and on the home bookshelf. 
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mas books’”’ 


Biblical 


place 


he 


Ex- 
THE 


library, on the 


Every family, whether reading it aloud in 
a group or individually, will find in it an 
unmistakable and a different appeal. 
Beautifully illustrated, a Christmas gift 
book that will be appreciated by every- 


one 


By William C. Skeath’ - 
THE WESTMINSTER PRESS 


PHILADELPHIA ....Witherspoon Building 
eee oaks vtaveaass 156 Fifth Avenue 
wssgnsasansteuaes Granite Building 
deseusnceas 8 South Dearborn Street 


NEW YORK 


CHICAGO 


$1.00 


LOS ANGELES....311 South Spring Street 





shop should be buried in a cemetery 


at Southwark which is now covered by 


a brewery. The inconsistency well 
illustrates the eccentric life of this 
devoted Bible scholar whose child- 


hood Sunday game gave us one of our 
really great books. 


Dedication by Candlelight 
(From page 52) 

Pass on the torch, pass on the flame. 

Prayer—The Lord’s Prayer. (Repeat 

together. ) 

(When 


prayer 


all 


concluded, 


lighted and 


beginning with the 


candles are 
president, vice president, secretary and 


treasurer, and in order member 
after the other, 
in the cross and about the 
this is the 
through verse of 
all join 
(Repeat together.) 

may the Spirit which is 
in Jesus Christ, 


one 
the candles are placed 
As 
plays 
the 


base. 
completed pianist 
one “Follow 


Then 
Benediction. 


“And now 


Gleam.” in singing.) 


our Lord, be in us also; 
enabling us to know the truth and to 


do the Will of God.” Amen. 








Just Off the Press 


The 1942 PULPIT MANUAL 


An Indispensable Guide and Help 
for the Minister in 1942 

E CONTENTS 

Sermon outlines for each Sunday of the year, 
for the major Church festivals (Easter, Christ- 
mas, Thanksgiving, etc.), for special occasions. 
Special funeral sermon outlines. Interesting 
background of 50 favorite hymns. Devotional 
material—‘‘Altar Thoughts.’’ General informa- 
tion of importance to the minister—dates, ad- 
dresses, data. 

A Mine of Information in a Handy Pocket- 
Size Volume for Easy and Quick Reference 
$1.00 POSTPAID 
At Your Book Store or Direct From Publisher 
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CLARKS “UnITYPE” 
BRONZED COPPER 
CHURCH BULLETIN BOARDS 
> 


ILLUMINATED CROSSES 
ART BRONZE TABLETS 


CHURCH MARKERS 
MEMORIAL & GIFT PLATES 


W L CLARK CO Inc Manufacturers 
60 LAFAYETTE ST NEW YORK Est 1914 
SEPARATE LITERATURE OF EITHER ON REQUEST 














\J.P.RedingtonCo. Dest: Scranton,Pa. 


~ BRASS ALTAR FIXTURES 


Splendid for Memorial Presentation 


Crosses, Vases, Candlesticks, Candelabras, 
Missal Stands, Offering Plates, Chalices, 
Ciboriums, Patens 


Booklet of designs submitted on request 
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RE EKER IN THE EX a oe : 
ta 
mat Tam 
ae 


Blessed is he that readeth 
Revelation 1:3 





(The above inscription is not shown 
in the illustration but appears 


as a heading on each case) 


remittance soon. 


1900 Euclid Avenue 


same at which hundreds have been sold. 


" “a Your Last Chance eee 


Because steel is unavailable, the manufacturer of these tract 


ie ka 
2 racks must discontinue their manufacture. 
Th our readers about them. 
cmanen wawacewent | | Size 22',’”"x33” over all. 
“ae enough to stand erect. 
; bronze metal plate. 
self-supporting. 


It has five pockets for tracts up to 314”x7 
hold devotional booklets up to 314”x614”; one pocket for magazines 
up to 7”x9”; one for magazines up to 9x12”. 
Upper Room.” 


Price F. O. B. Factory in eastern Ohio $4.25 


This may be your last chance to secure such a case until the end of the war. 
There are only nineteen left, so send your order with 
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Punched for hanging but rigid 
Made from finished opalescent 
Contribution box makes the case 
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in size; one pocket to 
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The price is the 
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Care ano Gown Company 


366 Fifth Ave. 


New York City 
Coitumbus, Ohio 


Chicago, Illinois 
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Bound Volumes 
CHURCH MANAGEMENT 


The supply of bound volumes offered 

at $1.00 is being rapidly absorbed. 

Volumes still available are 

VOLUME III. Contains all issues, October, 
1926, through September, 1927. 

VOLUME IV. Contains al! issues, October, 
1927, through September, 1928. 

VOLUME VII. Contains all issues, October, 
1930, through September, 1931. 

VOLUME VIII. Contains all issues, October, 
1931, through September, 1932. 

Until supply is exhausted these are 

available at $1.00 each, postpaid 





VOLUME XVII. This new bound 
volume which contains the issues 
October, 1940, through Septem- 
ber, 1941, is now ready. Price 
postpaid, $3.00. 





ADDRESS 
CHURCH MANAGEMENT 
1900 Euclid Ave. Cleveland, O. 








_ The Privilege and Responsibility 


Of Influence 
A Sermonette by Milton Thomas” 


HE fact of influence is seen in 
these words by Saint Paul: “None 
of us liveth to himself, and no man 
dieth unto himself.” It is also seen in 
the following anonymous verse: 
“However humble the place I hold 
Or lonely the path I have trod; 
There’s a child that rests his faith in 
me, 
There’s a dog that thinks I am God.” 

The fact of influence makes many of 
us the only Bible some folks read. We 
need to examine our recordings to see 
whether we are making it easy read- 
ing and whether we are making it the 
right kind of reading. 

We catch a glimpse of influence at 
work in the words of this verse by H. 
O. Spelman: 

“There’s something about a smile I 
know, 

It never can stay in one place. 

As sure as you smile, it’s bound to go 

And appear on another face.” 


*Minister, Methodist Church, Emlenton, Penn 
sylvania. 


Jesus was discussing the working of 


influence when he said: “Ye are thé 
salt of the earth; but if the salt have 
lost its savour, wherewith shall it be 
salted? It is thenceforth good fo 
nothing, but to be cast out, and to be 
trodden under foot of men. Ye ar 
the light of the world. A city that is 
set on a hill cannot be hid. Neither do 
men light a candle, and put it unde 
a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it 
giveth light unto all that are in the 
house,” 

Pastor John, a Nestorian mission- 
ary, came to Senneh in eastern Kurdis 
tan where he touched but one life, that 
of Sa’eed Kahn, a young mullah of th« 
Mohammedans. But this brief per 
sonal touch brought about Sa’eed’s con- 
version, and he became a leading phy 
sician of all Persia. Regarding his 
influence the Kahn later said: “Th 
thing that impressed me most and 
caused the coming of light into my 
soul were the beautiful life of the 
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GIFT AT GRACE 4 New “PENNY-A-MEAL” Offering Bank 


A SPIRITUAL METHOD OF SUPPLEMENTING THE ENVELOPE SYSTEM 
ALSO SPECIAL LENTEN SELF DENIAL LABEL 





_. PRICES: Banks without label_----.------------ $3.50 per hundred 









































Gummed Labels (te be easily attached by buyer) 1.50 per hundred 
Transportation extra 
FOUR DIFFERENT COLORS FOR QUARTERLY DISTRIBUTION 
Name of Church or Organization will be printed on labels at $1.00 for 
order of any size. ... On an order of 1,000 labels the printing will be 
gratis. Order enough labels to cover the entire campaign —this saves 
the extra cost of imprinting. Sample submitted. 


: 3s CARROLL GOOD, inc., 17 PARK PLACE, NEW YORK 
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pastor, his truthfulness, his wisdom in 
explaining subjects, his thorough ac- 
quaintance with the scriptures, his 
sweet spirit, and the purity of his 
life. As I compared these with my 
own life as mullah and our own great 
ecclesiastics, I said to myself, ‘Surely 
there must be in this religion some- 
thing that makes him so good and 
sweet which we do not have in ours’.” 
This was the example of the influence 
of a genuine Christian. 

The opportunities to use influence 
are numerous. Jesus said: “Let your 
light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father which is in heaven.” A 
shining light influences everything 
within reach. The first place of in- 
fluence is in the home. Well did J. 
Edgar Hoover of the F. B. I. say: “If 
the youth of today receives proper in- 
struction at the knees of its parents, 
aware of a sacred place in the home. 
in the future we will not have to num- 
ber the criminals sought in the mil- 
lions.” The biggest place we have 
for influence is in our daily life, within 
the circle of our friends. To interpret 
Christ there, and to make plain the 
way that leads to him is the Chris- 
tian’s highest privilege. 

Responsibility always follows oppor- 
tunity. Hence there is a personal re- 
sponsibility for the way we use our in- 
fluence. Again Jesus said: “Whoso 
shall offend one of these little ones 
which believe in me, it were better for 
him that a millstone were hanged about 
his neck, and that he were drowned in 
the depth of the sea.” All of us have 
observed the influence on youngsters 
by the street-corner loafers. The in- 
fluence of the doubter and skeptic 
blighting the religious faith of children 
and youth is an example. The influ- 
ence of the well-dressed and polished 
tempter for the boy or girl to take his 
first cigarette, his first drink, or ex- 
perience with dope, or to becloud with 
uncleanliness and foulness, a life of 
cleanliness and purity is another. But 
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there is the other kind of influence. 


inted Pulpit Robes — Choir Vestments 
That of a tee peracid pode _— of Altar, Pulpit and Lectern Hangings 
father, a Sun invhiemmeg one oe Materials by the yard — Sacramental Linens 


such a friend of youth as Lord Baden- 
Powell, the founder of the Boy Scouts, 
whose passing we have just noted. 

If I am responsible for the use of 
my influence then certain other things 
are true. If I use it wrongly, I shall 


be punished. If I use it properly, I MAXCY-BARTON 
shall be rewarded. May God help all ORGAN COMPANY 


of us that our lives may interpret 1800 W. Madi : 
: . Madison Ch 
Jesus and the Christian way to those . vitae 


who do not know him. PRECISION BUILT 
CHURCH ORGANS 


Send for Samples and Prices 


J. THEODORE CUTHBERTSON 
211 South {7th Street Philadelphia, Penna. 





























MINISTER C. O. CONVICTED 

Scranton, Pennsylvania. — Convicted 
by a jury of seven men and five women 
on charges of failure to comply with TWO HELPS FOR 
the Selective Service Act by refusing THE BUSY PASTOR 
to return his draft questionnaire, Rev. a a acetate Nae . 
Lloyd B. Schear, 34, pastor of the The Minister’s Calling List 














Hughesville, Pennsylvania Methodist | |]4 lose leaf binder to take 3%2”x6" family 

Ch h ne came: * rm 9. '| information cards. These cards are designed 

: — , Was sentencec “% wo years especially for community surveys and pas 

imprisonment here by Federal Judge toral calling. 

A. L. Watson. Binder with 50 cards inserted........ 75¢ 
The clergyman made no defense when | To paid-up CHURCH MANAGEMENT 

charges were preferred against him. Subscribers ..............seeeee eee 45¢ 

His parishioners, however, petitioned ADDITIONAL CARDS 

the court for leniency. Mr. Schear told | 30 fer 50c S00 per 100 


the court he was sorry it was necessary 
for him to violate the law, but that his 


. Pees . The Minister’s Weekly Date Book 
conscience would not permit him to fill 














% . A book of fifty-two pages, one page for each 
out the questionnaire. week. Size 84%”xl0%”". Each page is di 
vided into seven days. To be used for listing 
of minister’s engagements and planning of the 
work ahead. 
Spiral binding 
CHURCH MANAGEMENT =e 
he) OO Ce eee 75c¢ 
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Here Is a Splendid Christmas Present for Your Church 


An Efficient Low Priced 
Addressing Machine 


The Addresser- 


ette, made by the Elliott Addressing Machine Company, is a fast 


| | UNDREDS cf churches have been waiting for this. 
and efficient addresser, which will last for years, yet sells for about 


one-third of competing comparable equipment. 


It uses the famous Elliott stencil. You type the names and addresses 
on the stencils with your own typewriter. Each one is good for 10,000 
impressions. To operate the machine these stencils are placed in the 
hopper at the left of the machine. Each time the lever is brought for- 
ward an envelope is addressed and the stencil discharged at the left. 


Eight times faster than typing. 


You can get the mail out to your congregation in a few minutes. 
We recommend it for mailing lists up to 500 names. If your list is larger 
than that we shall be glad to recommend a larger machine. 


ee, ea Se $17.50 





THE ADDRESSERETTE 


ADDRESSERETTE with all the equipment necessary to put it at 
work. This includes 200 blank stencils, clamp for typewriter, 
stencil moistener and ink for printing________________.__ 21.10 


All Prices F. O. B. Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
Send for Illustrated Circular and Price List 
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Editorials 
(From page 7) 
produced an almost unbeatable military ma- 


chine. But to believe that the empire which 
he has created can be a substitute for Chris- 


tianity requires more imagination than we 
possess. 

We think that long after Hitler and the 
Third Reich of Germany has passed into his- 
tery ministers of God will still minister in the 
name of the Christian church. Parents will 
bring their babes for Christian baptism. 
Mourners will seek comfort from the Holy 
Spirit. Worshippers will find strength at the 
altar of the known God. 

Nations may be forced to “heil Hitler.” 
Christians will never be enslaved to the point 
where they will pray to a Nazi Caesar. 





Rather Unfair to Churches 


HIS journal is not one which advocates 
that churches should get free merchandise. 
Indeed we have suffered criticism because 
we have repeatedly argued that churches get 
too many tax exemptions. But a law which 
taxes illuminated church out-door bulletin 


boards while illuminated out-of-door signs go 
tax free seems rather unfair. 


The distinction, so far as taxation is con- 
cerned, seems to be that the church announce- 
ments boards are illuminated from within while 
the highway signs are not protected by glass 
and so are illuminated from the outside. It may 
seem like the difference between tweedledee 
and tweedledum but the result is tax exemption 
for signs advertising liquors and automobiles 
and a ten per cent excise tax on the signs which 
advertise religious services. 

Here is something big enough to justify 
writing your congressman and United States 
senator pointing out that it is “rather unfair 
to the churches.” 





Return Christ to Christmas 


ROM the Chamber of Commerce, Orange- 

burg, South Carolina, comes a suggestion 

for a crusade to “Return Christ to Christ- 
mas my ‘X-terminating Xmas’.” It is one 
which will interest all clergymen. Not alone 
is the contraction so generally used bad gram- 
mar; it also smacks of lack of irreverence. Min- 
isters can, first of all, see that their own Christ- 
mas printing does not give offense, and secondly, 
they can urge similar caution upon those in 
their congregations. 
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This Memorial Tablet measures 30 by 
40 inches. 
Tenn., church. Small designs like 
this also available. 





MULATE CONTRIBUTIONS 


The policy of acknowledging gifts with 
Everlasting Bronze Tablets makes people 
respond favorably. Small designs are less 
than $10.00 so you can confidently sponsor 
this beneficial plan. 


We aid you by giving Preview Drawings 
without charge when you send measure- 
ments and inscription. 
mail orders with consequent economy and 
It is now in a Memphis, efficiency. Ask for our interesting and use- 
ful leaflets. 


We specialize in 


You are welcome to them. 


“Bronze Tablet Headquarters” @ Designers — Craftsmen — Founders 
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ORGATRON 


PAID FOR IN SIX MONTHS 
— $1000 THE FIRST WEEK 
°Twas the day before Christmas when the 


Orgatron was secretly installed in Victory Lu- 
theran Church... Only Dr. H. R. Halvorsen, 





| organist and choir director, and the pastor 
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knew. Next day melodious Orgatron music 


pleased the ears of the Christmas worshippers 
—a truly surprising thrill that lighted every face. 











Victory Lutheran Church 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


The members of Victory were “all for” the 
Orgatron, as events soon proved. The choir 
put on acampaign for funds — netted $1000 the 
first week! Well-spaced musical services and 
choir festivals brought in enough to pay for 
the entire installation in only six months. @ A 
splendid example of the enthusiasm always 
accorded the rich, liturgical tones of the Or- 
gatron by appreciative worshippers. 


Py [a 
Prices as Lou as $685 
F.O. B. FACTORY FOR SINGLE MANUAL 
Investigate the models and prices of the Orga- 
tron. The Series 600 Model, for instance, because 
of its low cost, is easy for church groups to pay 
for. Write today for literature, and let us tell 
you how a demonstration may be arranged. 


THE ORGATRON, Div. of EVERETT PIANO CO. 
Dept. 712, South Haven, Michigan 


The Series 700 Model, left, is the NEW, lower- 
priced Orgatron with full electric action and two- 
manual A.G.O. console. Perfect for church or 
chapel. Ask your dealer about it, or write to us. 














FLUORESCENT 
PULPIT LAMP 


“Just the One for Churches” 





The Church Officers Guide 
will be sent upon receipt of 
15 cents. 


WILLIAM H. DIETZ 
10 S. Wabash 
Dept. 25, Chicago 














Second Subscription 
Have one copy of Church Manage- 
ment for yourself. Have a sec- 
ond to pass around to key men 
and women. 

This is a good time to put the 
second subscription into your 
church budget. 


CHURCH MANAGEMENT 
1900 Euclid Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 























































Harmony, OR... ? 


HE soul-satisfying effect of a church choir singing a 

beloved hymn does not always reach realization. 
The choir may present a uniform appearance, the title 
may be known to all, but without careful direction and 
interpretation,—without unity of purpose behind the 
singing,—the results can be dull and discordant, a far 
cry from harmony! 

Similarly in the church school curriculum . . . the lesson 
materials in use may look attractive to the eye, they may 
appear to contain the information you want, yet without 
the careful interpretation and the special emphasis of your 
national church body behind them, they can hardly be 
expected to exert a harmonizing influence. Important 
teachings are apt to be omitted, the program lacks unity, 


PROGRESS: 
\ you NEED oun Z 





pupils sense the disorganization, the school does not show 
an even growth. 

Promote harmony in your church school . . ; purchase 
teaching materials through your own publishing house. 
Your church will then march forward with its own group 
emphasis and faith, and you will be sure of getting les- 
son materials of highest usefulness to your own curricu- 
lum. By concentrating your buying power in these 
officially designated channels you will lend aid to an 
organized program of Christian education. 


This is a joint message from twenty-eight members of the Pub- 
lishers Section of the International Council of Religious Education, 
for the purpose of promoting full cooperation between individual 
churches and their own publishing houses. 
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Action! If you will write co Publishers Section, P. O. Box 67, Chicago, Mlinois, giving your name, address, national church affiliacion, 


and office, 


you will be sent full details and prices of your own official publications. 





